" PHNOM PENH -- The woman
seemoed hewildered as she tried to
| explain how her son-had heen con-
geripted intn the Cambodian army.

"He went o work yesterday, and
then he wag tuken away,” she said.
ANow I just want to see him." -

Her voice revealted no anger, for in
fact she did not know whom to be -
mad al. For many months spiraling
inflation has made her life diffienit,
bomb explosions  outside  Phnom
Tenh constanily interrupt her sleep,
and now her son has dizappeared,
These all scem the work of unknown
forees,

Though the woman could net un-
derstand whatl caused her troubles,
thev stll had impact. "The Cambodi-
ans have had so many problems late-
1y that they are like bellies that are

three—qum“iaﬂ'i full," a foreign diplb-
mat said. "\When they ave full the
people will explode.” '
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But for naw such specu-

- Jation is idle. Like the wo-
man whose =on was draft-
ed, other Camboddians in
Throm Penh eften show
confuzion and perhaps in-
jured pride, hut no hostil-
ny. .

The government has
made no effort lo bnple-
nent national moebiliza-
tion to prepave for the eri-
siz which mayv be near,
and in sny event many
people do  not  identify
themselves with the
government's cause,

*To the people here,
there are two patrons
fighting for the kingdem,
ard one will win and be
king" said an ohserver.
*What the people want is
to he finished mth the

e Many Joreigners. fear. that if. the_..._._ ST e e m

msurgent” frocps now surrounding
Phnom ’enh coniinue their ad\’ance
‘on. the c¢ity, Phnom Penl residents
led by frenzied government soldiers
may go ont a rampage, picking the
casiest {srgets on which o vent the
frustration: of the last few months,
"By then, thev will think that
Americans have caused their prob-
lems, and that anyone who lookg
like an American is guilly,” prediet-
ed a diplomat. Few foreigners are
entirely placid ahout the pmcpect of
%eemg thmufrn the next IEW w eeks
ere
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Fven thm Penlh's
poorest Yesidenis seem
aware that the €5, milita-
ry role will end Aug. 15
Whent an American walk-
ing down a city street re-
‘eently iried to question
passerby on their feelings
about the poiitical and

Cmilitary situation, he was
interrupted by a man who
luntly asked, "Is it frue
‘that the American homb-
ing will end Aug. 152"

'"That Is Good'

The American answered
ves. "That is good said
ike Cambodian, "because
it has, destlovmj many
hotses and “killed - fany”
people.”

Then anothet man hroke
tn. "But without the

bhambing,” he said, "this
city would be controllnd
by the VC." The American
left as the two Cambodi-
ans argued.

The last maxn's comment
was blgmﬁcant for many
peaple in Phnom Penh are

reluctant to accept the
v idea that the oppozing
force now  consists  pri-

marily of fellow Khmers
(native Cambodians) and
not Vietnamese, who are
mueh distiked. The

coverameont, ficioad, hes
tried to prevess that e
{from gaining ‘.\:i pread
acceplance heve, since i
impact is Bﬂ(“]‘fibnoﬂu hiv
dehilitating. {"‘no Teasen
for the woakness of the
government army 1s ‘ahat
mnany solliors Dove oen
yeluctant o finhl agains

feliow Camhodians,
Unable 1o undorstand

the situation many

-Khmers apparently prefer

.-irain.normally.*
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not to think about it At
the spirit house of Phnom
Perh's former Imperial
Palace, where people come
to pray, personal problems
soemed  more - impoitant
than ihe ouicoine of the
War. .-

For 10 cents \151L01s to

{he spirit house can buy a
coconut or a houguet  of
{lowers o rvffcr o Buddha.

"] praved for the spirits to
protect’ my hrother—he is
a zoidior," said one woman
with a bouguet.

A man was peving 10
cents to have Dbis head
shaved ag a form of tri-
hute. "I was gravely it}
and 1 swore 1 would do
thiz if 1 recoverad," he ex-
plained. -

American Jels ‘
The ﬁpirit’ house is on @
“Hairow Tstrip - of o grassy”
land overlooknw the Me-
kong River. Penodmall},
American jets flew over-
head and peopie looked,
up, curious, Some exlibit-
e wopder at the speed
of the jets but no one
seewed Dhoyed hy their
presence.
At Phnom Penh's onrts
City, 2 once-lavish athletic
complex built when the

now-exiled TPrince Noro-

dom Sihanouk ruled Cam-
badia, a group of former
studenis was jogging
arcund ithe track, Though
thev were moving so
510\\1\ that it \cemed un-
“likely: they . were taking
their exercise seriously,
one explained that they
were training for a mid-
August track meet to be
heid in Moscow. He said
the Cambodian govern-
ment would pay their
plane {ares, )
Since the war began,
Sports  City  dormiteries
originally qeaigned for vi-
giting afhlates have been
lmwd into military hospi-
tals. Helicopiers {rom the
iront loaded with wound-
ad  eoldiers ncca:'lrma,llv
jended near the running
track.
athlefez' demeanar
10t it
=hont acs.
il COVErnment mon-
ey m i A pate in a track
_in the Soviet Union
s Commanict-aayport-
ed insurgents were Uhireat-
¢ FPhnowm Penh
YS uom; and the war are

Ly Dea\
“ Fovs

m o different things,” one
athlete said. "We think

about the war hut can still
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