VIII

WE INTERRUPT OUR STORY

OUR STORY HAS COME a long way, from the
year 1 A.D. to 1960. The Vietnamese have .

fought and defeated many enemies. Now they
are about to fight the most powerful nation in
world history: America. They are going to de-
feat this enemy also. Their victory is one of
the most amazing events of the 20th Century.

Wars are won and lost by people. This
chapter is about the people of Vietnam (and
America). It gives some clues about what
made this victory possible.

‘The Mountain People:

America is a “multi-national” country:
Irish, English, German, Dutch, black people,
Indians, Chinese, Mexicans, Puerto Ricans—
all are American citizens. They all have the
same rights on paper, but not in practice.

Generally speaking, the whites, no matter
what their nation, have privileges that are
denied people who are black, brown, red or
yellow. Non-whites used to be called “minori-
ties,” which isn’t really true. Their numbers
may be in the minority inside the boundaries
of the United States, but if you take all the
black, brown, yellow and red people who live
on the planet, they are in the vast majority.

Vietnam too is a multi-national country.
All Vietnamese are Asians, but they do not all
speak the same language or have the same
customs. The majority people are the Viets,
who have lived in the river deltas and on the

‘plains for thousands of years. They are 87%

of the population.

The other 13% of Vietnamese belong to
60 different groups. They live in the moun-
tain regions, the largest part of Vietnam.
Some live by growing rice, others by hunting,
fishing and gathering wild foods. Like the
Chinese, black, Latin and Indian p ople in the
U.S., each ethnic group has its own rich folk-
lore, music, songs, arts and literature.

There is one big difference between the
minority people of Vietnam and those of
America. The minorities in Vietnam have
lived there thousands of years. They did not
come over in boats, like American whites, or
slaveships, like American blacks. Nor were
they imported to build railtoads, like the:
Chinese. When the first Europeans came to
our country and took the land away from the
American Indians, the Vietnamese, Northern-
ers and Southerners, plains people and moun--
tain people, majority and minority were fight-
ing together to keep the Chinese invaders out.
The American Indians fought to keep the
foreigners out of their country too, but they
were defeated. :

You hear a lot these days about the “mon-
tagnards,” the name the newspapers give the
mountain people. The papers say that the



mifiority. people in'the mountains: hate the

“Vietnarede” and  have JOmed the Salgon
Army to fight the NLF, - =

‘Like" most things you read in the papets, -
this i & mixture of truth and lies. The tribes- -
‘men ‘of the mountains and: the Viets of the -

plains' are Vietriamese first. When their coun-
try-is-invaded, they stick together and fight.
Things “haven’t always been that chummy.
Peasants were always on the bottom of the
heap,. landlords . on: the top. The mountain
peoplé; who were .poorer than the peasants of
the plains, were on the bottom of the bottom,
~The' :French - deliberately - increased the
hatreds and rivalries: of the poor mountain
people: against the poor Viets. Their policy
was “divide-and conquer.” They figuted if the

Vietnamese' kept: fighting one another, they

wouldn’t have any time left to ﬁght thelr real
enemy, the French. .

The Prench, the r1ch Vtetnamese and the

“city: slickers”: treated ‘the. mountain people

liké savages. The communists. did- just the
opposite. :As:soon as the Communist Party of -
Vietnam was formed they said clearly what -

they'wanted: “the uiity of all nationalities on
a basis"of é’q’uality and mutual assistance with
a view ‘to ‘winning. together 1ndependence,
freedom and- happmess

And -they meant it:-The mountains north
of Hanoi were the cradle of the fight against

the-French. - 'Many. resistance leaders came. .
from’ here.: The mountain people joined the
revolution first-and: fought hard because they
wete ‘the most  messed over by the foreigners. .
One of the minority people to join:the '

revolution twas Le 'Quang -Ba. Today he .is

commander-inichief - of the armed forces -in -

Hanoi: He tells his own story: -

“We ‘wete only ordinary Tay peasants My :

mother told- me, - ‘Misery and i ighorance have

beent our lot.: The village notables bully us, .

evérybody looks down onus. Study hard,son,

so that-you may keep your head high.’ -
“Liong before the new harvest was. brought

in, we ‘hadito sell our chickens one after an-

other, in-otder to get something to eat. Aftet
the New: ' Yéar festival; the only food we had
was:wild' plants-and roots if we: did not want -

to "borrow: rice from- the. rlch at a 100% .
interest rate.

“Towards 1926, Hoang Ding Rong, the first-
man in our provmce to become a communist, *-
began his activities in our region. He first set
about winning my friend Quoc Van over to
the revolutlonary cause.

“Barly in 1930, one day when we were
returning from the market, Quoc Van told -
me, ‘Our sufferings are caused by the occu-
pation of our country by the French who op-
press and pillage our people. In China, the
Communist Party is leading the people in a -

revolution to free the poor. We must do the
same in our country, drive out the French,

- overthrow the landowners and work for the’

people’s happiness.’

“We were much moved by these words .

Le Quang Ba joined the Revolutlonary "
Youth League when he was 19: He and his
schoolmates went out on strike against the
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harsh treatment by their teachers. After the
strike he was kicked out of school. -

When he was 26 he was told that “Uncle”
was coming to the town he was in.

“We were overjoyed Since the first days of
my revolutionary activities, I had heard of our
leader Nguyen Ai Quoc, the first Vietnamese
Communist.

“We came into the room. Uncle was sitting
on a bed, waiting for us. Although the light
was dim; we could see him clearly enough. We
were struck by his broad forehead, his spark-
ling eyes and his features which bespoke great
kindness. He invited us to sit down, then
poured each of us a cup of tea. :

“‘We are revolutionaries,’ said he. ‘We must
win the people’s affection and confidence; it

is in their interest that we are struggling, We

must educate them politically. We must re-
spect them.””

" Catholics and Buddhists:

Catholic Vietnamese are a by-product of
French colonial rule. Protected by French
- armies, Catholic missioriaries set up churches
in Vietham to “save the souls” of the people
who lived there. Most Vietnamese didn’t think
anyone had to save their souls. They were
religious, not ‘“heathens”; they believed in
Buddha.

The priests managed to convert about
1/10th of the. people to Catholicism. The
" Church ended up owning one-quarter of the
_crop land in southern Vietnam. It gobbled up
the land of peasants too poor to pay the rent,
forced people to cultivate wasteland and then
took it away from them, became powerful in
politics, and made itself generally unpopular.

When Vietnam was divided in 1955, almost _

a million peopleleft North Vietnam and went
to the South. American politicians and news-
papers played this up, saying that this showed
that the Vietnamese hated communism and
were fleeing to freedom.

Two kinds of people left the North for the

South: Catholics and members of the families

of soldiers in the native colonial army.
‘Catholic priests spread the rumor that “the

Virgin Mary has gone South” and that Catho-~
lic Vietnamese should follow her, because the |

“infidels” who stayed would be wiped out
with atom bombs. Also, Vietnamese Catholics
were given a lot of privileges over Buddhists
and had fought against the Vietnamese libera-
tion movement. They were afraid their status
would be. taken away. When they got South,
many Catholics learned they had been tricked
and wanted to go back, but the Diem govern-
ment shot and Jalled these “ungrateful”
people.

Diem was a Cathohc He put mto power
many Catholic politicians, more than Bud-
dhists. This didn’t go over well—a Catholic
government in a Buddhist country, just like
an all-Buddhist government wouldn’t go over
in this country. The Saigon ¢ government”
that invited the U.S. in, was made of Diem’s
cronies and yes-men who had served the
French and now were serving Amencan poll-

_ ticians and themselves.

The Buddhist leaders didn’t go for this. at
all. They were religious men, not into politics,
and tended to be anti-communist, so they had

_not joined the NLF. Finally things got too

bad to stand aside and be neutral. :
Americans first learned about Buddhist
unrest in June, 1963, when an old Buddhist
priest sat down crosslegged in a mhjor'Saigon
intersection, poured gasohne over himself and
lit a match. Buddhists took to thestreets in
Saigon and Hue. The U.S. government tried to
get Diem to cool things and settle with the
Buddhists. They were very embarrassed be-
cause the revolt proved that the Saigon gov-
ernment was hated by people who were not .
in alliance with the communists. ..
Instead, the Saigon regime sent troops to
attack the Buddhist pagodas. That’s when the.
U.S. knew its puppet had to go. The world -
knew him for what he was, a small—tlme dic-
tator who didn’t even know enough to be a
good puppet. Within a few weeks, the CIA
engineered an overthrow of Diem. Diem and
his brother, the husband of the famous -
Madame Nhu, were killed by. the :Saigon
army;and several generals took his place. .
The: long line of Saigon rulers sinee then
haven’t been a dime’s. worth ‘of difference
from Diem. Some of them have beén worse.
General Ky, as" everybody knows, sald that
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The Diem tamily: They were in power to serve America, not the common people of their own country.,

Hitler was his hero. That's the kind of govern
ment we've been hpt‘.n-rliu'g, millions of dallars
EVETY day to |~;w;r| “frpa M

Saigon kept on messing over the Buddhists.
Three years later, in 1966, they revolted
again. Buddhist students slugged it our in the
streets of Hue with Saigon’s crack troops.
Saigon sent airplanes in to bomb their own
city of Da Nang to put down Buddhist dem-
onstrations,

fred
=J

This time, the Buddhists learned that they
couldn’t go it alone. The U.5. and Saigon beat
them by dividing and conquering. Since then,
Imany rank-and-file Buddhists have jmn.::d
the NLF, whose policy is “unite and win."”

Without this unity, the NLF would not
have been able to defeat the armed forces of
1e LS.

N o E.'I‘HLIH. o Our hlI'ZIF'!. a

L



IX

SPECIAL WAR VS. PEOPLE’S WAR

IN 1961 THE POLITICIANS in W.'L'.i:lir:lgnm WETE
NervoLs. RI:FIE]TTH from S.‘li.gnn tald them Diem
was losing. Local uprisings, demonstrations,
riots and strikes were spreading all over South
Vietnam. The National Liberation Front, only
a year old, was liberaring big sections of the
E(:II.H"FT':.-'.

The politicians wanted to turn South Viet-
nam inte a new-type colony and military
base, but no ane knew how to fight against
guerrillas. A general, Maxwell Taylor, and a
professor, Eugene Staley, came up with a
FJL“'I.

The Taylor-Staley Plan began what's called
the “Special War,” which lasted from 1961
to 1965 when it was defeated b}r the Viet-
namese. It called for:

Beefing up the Saigon army, doubling the
police force, moving everyone into “strategic

hamlets” in the South} and sending comman-
dos on sabotage raids into the North.

That's when American “advisors” started
pguring into Vietnam, .'L]nl!:g with hf]icnptcrs.
bhambers, defoliation chemicals, rockets, and
guriﬁ.

By June, 1961, half a million people had
been herded out of their vi]l:tgn:'& and into
“strategic hamlets.” The hamlets were simpl}'
concentration camps, surrounded by trenches,
barbed wire and bamboo stakes, overlooked
by blockhouses and watchtowers. Each person
was given a plastic identity card and allowed
to enter and leave un|1lf' at certain rimes,

Sai.g::.n troops, armed with all the latest
American weapons, electronic devices, heli-
copters and amphibious vehicles, swept
through the countryside, burning houses,
shipping the peasants off to concentration




carrips, arresting and torturing ‘“Vietcong sus-
pects.” The Vietnamese in the Saigon army
did the fighting, the American advisors did
the planning and supplying. The American
generals were using Vietnam as an experiment
in anti-guerrilla warfare. They tried out mass-
ive bombing raids, defoliation of trees, de-
struction of crops, napalm and poison gas.

The American planners figured it would
take three years to pacify South Vietham.
Then they could move into North Vietnam
and mop that up.

Three years later the Taylor-Staley plan
was dead as last year’s newspapers. All their
ideas backfired. :

Everything America has done in Vietnam
has backfired. Why?

The Vietnamese call the kind of war they
are fighting “People’s War.”” This is more than
just words. The Vietnamese are a fighting
people, proud, sophisticated and tough. The
American invasion was no new thing to them,
“just the last in a long line of foreign invasions.
The napalm, helicopters and fancy weapons
were new, but they turned out to be no more
effective than Kubla Khan’s gunpowder.

The real secret of People’s War is that
everybody fights: men, women and children,
the old and the young, in whatever way they
can.

They fight with arms,

They fight with demonstrations and politi-
cal action, '

They fight by talking with and winning
over the enemy soldiers. _

To the Vietnamese, fighting with guns is
only a part of political action. Here is an
example:

Dawn, in the morning mist of January. On
the river, thousands of little bamboo boats
heading toward the provincial capital of Cao
Lanh, In the boats, mostly women and old
people. They are shouting, - “Yankee, go
home!” “Stop bombing our villages!”

Police hiding beside the river open fire.
Some people, shot, fall out of the boats.
Thousands more on the land run toward the
river. The police, outnumbered, flee.

Saigon soldiers, many of them sons of the

demonstrators, help pull the bodies out of the
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river. They are confused, they don’t want to
shoot their own people.

Three planes appear and drop hand gre-
nades on the crowd, now moving toward the
town. The people keep on going. At the gate
of the town they are stopped by a wall of
bayonets. A young man steps forward from
the crowd and tries to persuade the troops
not to shoot. Shots ring out. He falls.

- A young woman steps forward. She is shot.
The crowd picks up the two bodies and surges
forward toward the troops. The soldiers are
petrified. Ten thousand peasants push their
way through the soldiers and occupy -the
center of town,

The province chief is forced to talk to the
ctowd. He promises to stop the bombing of
the villages. The people fill the streets, talk-
ing to the Saigon soldiers, explaining to them
the policies of the NLF, persuading them to
stop being puppets of the foreigners. Finally
they march back to their villages. :

The Vietnamese call this kind of demon-
strators the “long-haired army,” because they
are mostly women. They have seen their
brothers, fathers and sisters in the Liberation




Army killed, their children napalmed. They
are an efficient “mass political army.” They
have come bare-handed and lain down in the
road to stop armored tanks. They come by
the hundreds and thousands to the home of a
provincial chief, carrying their dead children
or branches of defoliated trees in their hands,

While the men {and many women too) fight
in the regular Liberation Army, the old
people, women and children at home, carry
on this political fight. If you counted them
all up, in all the years of fighting the Ameri-
cans, they would amount to millions.

* * *

South Vietnam is honeycombed with tun-
nels, dug by the people of the villages. Deep
tunnels tun for miles between villages. Vil-
lagers and NLF troops can live in them for
days, under heavy bombing and then come

- out ready to fight the enemy. '

The battle of Apbac in January 1963 was
the turning point of the Special War. Saigon
sent out 2,000 troops to fight 200 NLF guer-
rillas. The town was plastered with bombs for
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days before, When everything had been flat-
tened and nothing moved, the 2000 troops
moved in.

Suddenly they met intense fire from the
edge of the village. The 200 NLF troops had
come up from their tunnels, The battle lasted
for six hours. 450 Saigon troops were put out
of action, an American major was abandoned
to his fate in a swamp, six helicopters were
shot down.

American newspapers reported, “Govern-
mental forces have suffered the most shame-
ful defeat so far, facing guerrilla forces many
times smaller.”

Meanwhile, the “strategic hamlet” program
was disintegrating. The people just took over
the hamlets and turned them into resistance

~ bases. Once the Saigon army was kicked out,

the concentration camps made nice well-forti-
fied bases for the NLF. Sometimes the people
just tore down the camp and went home.

Vietnamese soldiers in the Saigon army
were deserting in droves, Every time they
went on leave to their villages, the people
talked to them and convinced them they
shouldn’t let themselves be used to fight their
own families.
. The Saigon government drafted thousands
of young men into the puppet army, so an
anti-draft movement got started, just like the
one in America. People in Saigon and in the
smaller towns hid deserters from the army.
Thousands split with their shiny new Ameri-
can M-16 rifles and went to join the NLF.

By 1965 the Special War was dead. People’s

- War had defeated it. It wasn’t just the fighting

skill of the NLF that defeated the Saigon
army. It was the fact that in every part of
South Vietnam there was a seething mass of
people, politically hip and sophisticated, who
demonstrated in the streets, faced machine-
guns unarmed, went out on strike, and talked
constantly with the puppet troops: the “long-
haired” army.. '



- There was practically no government in Sai-
gon. After Diem was kicked out the Saigon
“government’ was overthrown 13 times in 20
months, replaced each time, as a Vietnamese
student put it, by “a gathering of secret
agents, drunkards and former accomplices of
Diem.” ,

The bigwigs in Washington stopped being
nervous and started getting desperate. That’s
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when the bombing of North Vietnam began,
in August 1964.

There was only one way out the bigwigs
could see: abandon the Saigon army and send
American soldiers in to fight a land war in
Asia,

The advisors left, the GI's came in. A new
phase was starting: the American Wat.
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X

THE AMERICAN WAR:

HOW THE U.S. DROPPED THE OFFENSIVE
AND THE NLF PICKED IT UP

THE AMERICAN GENERALS tried, from 1961
to 1965, to get the Saigon Army to do the
dirty work for them, and fell flat on their
faces. The Saigon soldiers looked around
them and saw that they were hired by for-
eigners to fight their own people. Their bosses
squabbled among themselves over who would
get what office in Saigon. Tens of thousands
of Saigon soldiers deserted and went over to
the NLF or just went home.

It got so bad that American advisors
couldn't plan a r!u'l['lt;lr}r action withour the
NLF finding out before it happened. Who
told them? Saigon soldiers (and officers too).
Nuthing wWias wr.:rlcing Qut,

What does a big bully do when he tries to
get a little bully to beat someone up and
instead the little bully gets whipped? He
either gives up or takes on the job himself.

General Maxwell Taylor, who planned the
Special War against the Vietnamese, was fired
and called back to Washington. The “Ameri-
can War" bﬂgﬂn. The Saigon Army was pushed
aside and replaced by American GI's, who
came in to save the Suigtm Army from
disaster.

The mightiest army in the world landed in
Vietnam equipped with the latest weapons,
planes, helicopters, and electronic computers.
One-third of the U.S. tactcal air force was

“The spirit of the people is greater than the Man’s technology.”
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sent to Vietnam. Thirty billion dollars a year
was taken from American taxpayers to pay
for this gigantic effort. Surely America could
not lose,

But from the word Go it started losing. The
grand strategy of American War lost for the
same reason the Special War lost: neither can
win against People’s War. As Huey Newton
once said, “The spirit of the people is greater
than the Man’s technology.” Nowhere is this
more true than in Vietnam,

When American GI's arrived in Vietnam,
the morale of the Saigon troops got even
lower. They saw Americans everywhere get
the best houses, cars and girls. Prices sky-
rocketed. American GI's lived in air-condi-
tioned houses, ate good foed, drank the best
booze. Saigon soldiers were called “gooks”
and treated as if they were the enemy. No
wonder desertions increased—113,000 in
1965, 180,000 in 1966.

Some Saigon soldiers mutinied, killing
American and Vietnamese officers. In March,
1966, the 1st Armoured Regiment at Phu
Cuong revolted. Helped by the local popula-
tion and a NLF unit, the Saigon soldiers cap-
tured armored cars, wiped out the Regimental
Headquarters, knocked out a squadron of
American tanks, blew up an ammunition
dump and went off to join the NLF. This was
just one of hundreds of Saigon troop rebel-
linns.

One Saigon officer ordered his men to
shoot down American defoliation airplanes
that were spreading chemicals over the fields
where the families of his soldiers lived!

The powerful American army was like an
elephant trapped in a swamp. If the generals
ardered the GI's to go out in the countryside
and fight, the Vietnamese attacked the base.
If they stayed on their base, they lost the
countryside. General Westmoreland called for
more and more troops, 200,000, then 300,
000, then half a million. Stll he didn't have
enough.

The American army depended on pla.ne;s.
tanks and trucks. It could move fast, but this
often meant it moved fast into a trap! It had
tremendous firepower, but that didn't help.
The NLF soldiers are masters at close fighting.

33

They stay in tunnels until the Americans are
very close, then jump out, cut the enemy to
ribbons and disappear. When this happened,
the American generals couldn’t call in air
artacks—they’d kill their own men.

So despite the massive bombings, it was left
up to the GI's to fight the war, slogging

through swamps in unknown territory,
mosquito-bitten, tormented by heat and
leeches, walking along paths full of mines and
traps. The soldiers felt lost. They had been
trained to depend on machines and the
machines were no use.

Also, the American GI isn't fighting a war
he really believes in. When you get right down
to it, beliefs make a soldier. When Americans
were fighting fascism in World War 11, they
believed in their cause and were good soldiers.

That's why the Vietnamese soldiers in the
NLF are such good fighters. They know they
are fighting for their country, for indepen-
dence and freedom. They know there will be
no freedom and no future for them and their
people as long as Vietnam is occupied by
foreigners.

American GI's fight only because they are
ordered to. Some believe they are fighting
communism, but when they get to Vietnam
and see that their “enemy” is everybody,
men, women and children, they get disillu-
sioned.

By 1971 morale among the American
troops had reached the lowest point in



history, Desertions and drug use soared
WhoIe platoons refused to move into NLF tet-

ritory. Some GI’s left to fight with the NLF

or to live with the Vietnamese in Saigon. Offi-

-

cers became so’ fearful of assassination that

units not in combat ‘were forced to turn in

their weaponsf -

The American “offensive” ended two years
after it began in a little province called Tay-

nin on the Cambodian border. This was the

scene of America’s biggest military operation,
Operation Junction City.

- It began on February 2, 1967, with bomb-

ing: napalm, cluster bombs (bombs that break
open and shoot out thousands of little steel
pellets that shred the flesh of anyone they
hit), gas bombs and defoliation gas. In one
day, American planes dropped 1,000 tons of
bombs on this little province. That's the same
amount of bombs dropped on Dresden, Ger-
many, during World War 11, destroying the
city .and killing more people than the atom
bomb we dropped on Hiroshima. -

The American generals thought they could
trap and destroy the regular armies of the
NLF, As soon as the bombing stopped thou-
sands of men were paraehuted in, armored
cars smashed into-the province, troops sealed
off the entire area.

‘But they couldn’t find any NLF armies!
Guerrlllas, not members of the regular army,
cut them off as. they attacked.

Viétnamese soldiers appeared from no-
where, blasting the armored columns and the
paratroopers and then disappearing.. Slowly,
day by day, week by week, the American
army was harassed, beaten and turned back.

By the end of Junction City, 10,000 troops,
mostly Americans, had been killed and
wotinded, 1,000 military vehicles. destroyed
and 100 aircraft knocked out of the air. ~

"That was pretty ‘much ‘the end of the
American War, American troops who retreat-
ed to Bien Hoa' airbase, a few miles north of
Saigon, were attacked there just as' they
atrived. 8,000 napalm bombs and 25,000 gal-
lons of gasoline were destroyed. There was no
rest for the defeated Americans. -

After that, Westmoreland § gave up his grand
plans for ‘offensive action against the NLF.
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American strategy was now called “Clear and ]
Hold.” That’s a fancy name for making the
best of a bad scene. American troops stayed

~ on their bases, making them as safe as possible

and rarely going out into the countryside,
The Americans went on the defensive and
the NLF took the offensive. In. the early
weeks of 1968, during the Tet holiday (the
Viethamese New Year), the war turnedv '
around., '
This amazing offensive, unparaileled in mili-
tary history, changed the war. The NLF in a
few days attacked and mostly seized 140
towns from the far north of South Vietnam
to the far south, including 37 of South Viet-
nam’s 40 provincial capitals.
As Wilfred Burchett reported: “In complete _
secrecy, under the noses of the most sophisti- |
cated military machine that has ever taken
the field, the NLF attacked the heart of every
major military and administrative installation
in South Vietnam ... . all four zonal head- .
quarters of the Sa1gon army, 8 out of 11
divisional headquarters and two Amencan .
army field headquarters '
“Among 18 major targets attacked in Sal-

gon itself were the U.S. Embassy, the U.S.-

Saigon armed forces headquarters, the South
Vietnam naval headquarters andT the Saigon
radio station (which was completely de-
stroyed). Thirty airfields were attacked with
the destructlon of 1 500 planes and heh— I’
copters.” :

There is no doubt that the V1etnamese are
able to'beat the American and. Saigon armies
on the battlefield. They could, if they decided
to, push both their enemies into the sea. But
this would cost thém many lives. Already at
least a mllhon South Vietnamese have died in
the war.

They - would rather negotiate a peaceful
settlement than cause any more deaths; that’s
why they are in Paris today. While they nego”
tiate fot peace, they continue to ﬁght for :
1ndependence and freedom. '

- While.the fighting goes on, the Vletnamese
are doing more than fighting. In the liberated
zones of South Vietnam and in the whole of
North Vietnam the V1etnamese are buxldmg a
new society. :



XI

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF PEOPLE’S WAR

WHAT I8 LIFE in the Democratic chublic of
Vietnam (North Vietnam) like? The best re-
ports come from people who have been there.
Julius Lester, writer and photographer, visited
the DRV in 1967, This is what he wrote when
he returned to the U.5.:

It was Easter Sunday, 1967, when I first
heard bombing. It was a clear, hot Viethamese
day and I had spent the moming watching
peasants working the rice fields a few hundred
yards behind the bamboo guest house where I
was staying. Around noon they left the fields
and a half hour later it started.

WOOM! WOOM!

It sounded like muffled thunder, but I was
in North Vietnam and there, all that sounds
like thunder may not be thunder.

WOOM! WOOM!

Sometimes it was close enough to shake the
ground where I stood. Other times, it was far
away. Always it was there.

WOOM! WOOM!

The Vietnamese didn't seem to notice. The
woman and little girl picking flowers a few
feet away never paused or looked around,
even when the three U.S. jets streaked over
the trees a short distance away.

It was typical Vietnamese behavior. In
Hanoi one could always see lines of people at
the flower stands in the evening buying
flowers to take home. In the parks there
would be couples holding hands. On the side-
walks, children playing. And everywhere, in-
credibly beautiful women. Often I wanted to




scream, “Hey! Don't y'all know there's a war
going on? I mean, come on! Be serious, will
ya?" In the evening Hanoi's beer parlors were
crowded; theatres packed and the movie house
{where a Russian murder flick was playing)
was always filled.

LIVE AT NIGHT

_‘lﬁfr midmg.frl the streets rru'”'y came alive
as anti-aircraft guns were moved “arownd and
supply trucks sped through the streets. I never
got a good night’s sleep during the month I
was there, but awakened each moming with
the feeling that half the country had been
moved  arownd dur.r'rrg the m'_Ehr. This was
partially true. Anti-aircraft guns seldom re-
main in the same p!dﬂ.' fwro d.a.y,!.' iH a rou.
Factories have been decentralized. Hospitals
are portable and can be dismantled with all
equipment, medicine and patients evacuated
in a few hours time.

There is a war If;r:l:'rlg an, bt _||'-r_1'r the Viet-
Harese, i just seems to be part :}f i .rLr:..l 5
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work. They have integrated the war into their
lives and are using it as an instrument to accel-
erate the gmwi'f-: of their country. Production
is increasing in all areas— J_Ernrufmmf and
industrial. Not that there is much industry. It
is still an agrarian country with the work done
by peaple, not machines. In many instances
peasants point to new iron plows, harrows
and rakes with pride. Wooden farm tools are
.'nr]'{ll commaor.

LITTLE AlID

Az a pf.:rp.l‘:', the Vietnamese are very re-
served, proud, independent and nationalistic.
'ﬁu'}' receive lNttle aid _f-rnrn Ching and Russia
and don’t want much, T1|ri|£'_‘|.' dr‘fr::f:r:f the
French by themselves. They will defeat the
Americans by themselves. They are very
anur..I' of the fact that ul'ffiur:qh Kubla Khan
conguered China, he was de ft’.ﬂm." when he
invaded VFietnam., “We have a !{ZIF:I.E history of
defeating apgressors,” I was told often.

To see the Vietnamese is to know that



machines and technology cannot defeat peo-
ple with the correct political understanding.
{And we must recognize that there is such a
thing as“correct political understanding" and
recognizing this, begin to attain it.) I met no
Vietnamese who did not know who he was
fighting and why. The more political spoke in
Marxist terminology, but I remember best the
words of one old man in Thanh Hoa Province:
“Under the French, we had nothing. Now we
have everything. The Americans will have to
kill all of us to get it.”

BOMBS INEFFECTIVE

The bombing of North Vietnam has been
singularly ineffective, Of course, there has
been loss of life and destruction of hospitals,
schools, churches, villages, cities, highways,
railroads and bridges. These have been system-
atically destroyed, because in the kind of war
being waged on North Vietnam a military
target is defined for its psycho-social content.
Destruction of these institutions is supposed
to lower the morale of the people, so the
Pentagon postulates. It is a despicable war,
one in which ten-year-old boys minding water
buffalo in the fields are picked as targets,
where dikes are systematically attacked,
where night raids were ordered against the
populous workers' quarters in Nam Dinh,
where roads and schools are bombed at
school-opening time. Johnson has said that
the targets in North Vietnam are “steel and
concrete.” This overlooks one :l'mpi'z fact:
there isn’t much steel and concrete in the
country. What little there was is no more. The
United States is using weapons against the will
of a people. It's a losing battle.

The best evidence of the will of the people
can be seen in the small numbers of deaths.
This is due to the defense system of North
Vietnam, which ranges from missiles to anti-
aircraft guns, to teenage girls with rifles to
trenches in schools, around hospitals, houses
and even underneath beds, The second reason
the war of genocide has failed is due to the
attitude of the Vietnamese. The U.S. forpets
that it was the Vietnamese who learned how
to carry a half-ton of supplies on a bicycle
during the war against the French. And those
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bicycles are once more on the roads, loaded
with bricks, coal and el:er}'rh:'rtg else imagin-
able. (The Vietnamese don't have many
trucks.) These are the people who, when a
bridge is knocked out, build a pontoon bridge
every evening and dismantle it every momning.
These are the PL‘{J‘PIE who ﬁH i the bomb
craters on Highway 1 after each day’s attack
and despite McNamara'’s claim that the flow
supplies has been seriously impeded on High-
way 1, it is not true. It is true that the supply
trucks and jeeps move ﬂﬂu-i}', but it's DI'II_'].I'
because there are so many trucks and jeeps on
the road. The same is true of the railroad. Ly-
ing in ditches alongside the railroad are spare
rails and cross-ties. After each bombing new
track and cross-ties have replaced the de-
stroyed ones in a matter of hours. Perhaps the
Pentagon should send their press releases to
the Vietnamese, because they don't seem to
understand that the railroad has been made
imoperative.




INGENUITY

Because of their pride, their almost fanati-
cal nationalism, the Vietnamese are almost
entirely self-reliant. They trust no one com-
pletely who is not Vietnamese. Their self-
reliance gives them more ingenuity than John-
son has lies. Often they will fill the twenty-
foot bomb craters with water, stock the
“pond” with fish and a village that had never
thought of breeding fish boosts the economy
of the country. The scrap metal from planes
shot down over the country is used to make
medical tools, rings and vases. Bomb canisters
are filled with dirt and flowers planted in
them,

There is no aspect of the country’s life that
has not been affected by the war, but an ad-
justment has been made so that the war be-
comes as normal as rice-planting. North Viet-
nam is perhaps best symbolized by the scenes
of beautiful, graceful young girls working the
rice fields with rifles on their backs. Or the
common sight in Hanoi’s streets of a man
pedalling his bicycle with a baby in a bamboo

chair on the fender, a rifle on the man’s back
and in his hand, long-stemmed red, blue and
white flowers.

There is a war going on in Vietnam and
they are using it to their advantage, which is
the only way. It would seem that we, living -
under much less arduous conditions, could
use this war to our revolutionary advantage,
also. Too, it would be good practice for what
is to come.

{Reprinted from The Movement newspaper)

The Vietnamese in the northern part of
their country have freed themselves from
2,000 years of foreign oppression, under the
heaviest bombing ever rained upon a people
on the face of theearth. :

They are building socialism in their coun-
try. Many countries call themselves “social-
ist.” What it means depends on what country
youw're talking about. When a friend complains
to you about how terrible socialism is, show’
him this chapter. To millions of people in the
world, socialism means simply “freedom.”

4
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LIBERATED ARMY, LIBERATED LIVES

THE NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT has lib-
erated most of South Vietnam; more and
more every day. Roughly speaking, they
govern at least two-thirds of the country and
at least one-half of the population.

Even that doesn't give a real picture. The
so-called Saigon-held or “contested” zones
are open territory for the NLF. In most con-
tested areas the U.5.-8aigon forces control the
area by day, the NLF by night. There (and in
the heart of American territory, Saigon itself),
the NLF has set up “shadow” governments,
often by democratic election of the people in
the area. These governments are directing the
struggle and only waiting for liberation to
come out in the open.

The NLF moves freely in and out of Sai-
gon. Rice is brought from the Mekong Delta,
sold in Saigon and the money used to buy
American guns on the black market, which
are then sent back to the liberated zones.
When I met young members of the NLF in
1968 I asked one of them how he got in and
out of Saigﬂn,

“Usually,” he said, “I wear the uniform of
a puppet (Saigon) soldier. Sometimes we just
go up to the guard post and say ‘We're from
the NLF, let us in,’ and the guard says, ‘Sure,
go on in, go on in.' "

What is life like in the liberated zones?
Most Americans assume that the NLF has
some kind of terrorist dictatorship there that
forces the local people to support them.
Think about this. When the Saigon govern-
ment used terror to control the peasants, the
peasants revolted, Terror never kept them
down. Why don't they revolt against the
MLF?

An American AP reporter was mystified
when he reported on a battle the NLF had
just won:

*According to later intelligence,” he said,
“only about 200 of the guerrillas were armed,
regular Viet Cong troops. The rest were
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peasant youths living in the area, pressed into
service by the fighters to serve as coolies in
digging foxholes and mine emplacements and
to carry off equipment and bodies. But none
of these ‘extras’ turned traitor to their bosses,
and all of them worked with the same courage
and discipline as the regulars.”

If the local people were “pressed” into
service, you'd think they would run off to
Saigon and be free. But they don't.

They support the NLF.

There are two kinds of fighters in the Lib-
erated Zones: the regular army of the NLF
and the “self-defense™ groups. The peasant
youths the AP reporter talked about were
actually members of the self-defense group
for that area.

One of the few non-Viethamese to travel
in Liberated Zones is the Australian writer
Wilfred Burchetrt:

e



“In Cu Chi District, virtually all hamlets
were interconnected with such a tunnel sys-
tem into which the self-defense forces could
withdraw 'in case of overwhelming force and *
within which they could maneuver to outflank
the enemy, striking from the least expected
places at the most unexpected times, to dis-
appear underground again to explode elec-
_trically controlled mines or ambush from
underground firepoints within the maze of
tunnels and communications trenches of
which they were the undisputed masters.

“The self-defense units set up during the
campaigns to destroy the ‘strategic hamlets’
had these immediate aims: to use the guns to
defend the new, free life; the fight to live in
their former villages, cultivate their old fields
and protect the new ones received under land
reform; freedom to practice the cult of their
ancestors; to resist the tax collectors and land-
lords’ agents and to resist at all costs being
herded back into concentration type ham-
lets.”

The first thing the NLF does when it liber-
ates an area is to take land away from the
landlords and give it to the poor and landiess

peasants. Liberation is not an abstract thing
to the peasants. The first thing the Saigon
government did when it took over was to
take land away from the peasants and give it
to the landlords. Which would you choose if
you were a Vietnamese peasant?

Burchett asked an NLF organizer why the
people supported them. This was his answer:

“We help them to start up their vegetable
gardens and orchards again, help them to dig
fish ponds, plant bamboo and trees, build pig-
sties and chicken coops. The new administra-
tion immediately forms committees for edu-
cation, public health, economic affairs, de-
fense and security, and people really feel they
are running their own lives.”

The American army doesn’t do that, even
in America. What does the American army do
for us, except get us killed? The Vietnamese.
support their liberation army more than we
support the American army. Does the Ameri-
can army make you feel you are running your
own life? Do you ever feel you are running
your own life? '

Let’s compare the Liberation Army of
South Vietnam with the American Army.



That'll give you a good idea of life in the
Liberated Zones.

The American army is not democraric, to
say the least. They'll bust you for handing out
a leaflet in the barracks.

The Liberation Army combines democracy
and leadership. Before every bartle, the of-
ficers and men meet in small groups and
discuss what is going to happen. As long as
any rank-and-file soldier has a question about
the battle, they keep talking until all are satis-
fied.

During the battle, each does exactly what
is agreed. Afterwards they meet again and
criticize what happened. Sometimes if a com-
mander messes up, his men choose another
man to be commander.

In the American army the brass decides
who the officers will be.

The soldiers of the Liberation Army elect
their officers!

American army officers go to academies
and West Point and ROTC.

Officers of the Liberation Army rise from
the ranks of the people. They have no more
money than the footscldiers. Their parents
and congressman didn’t send them to any
West Point.

The American army has officers’ clubs,
officers’ housing, different food, different
recreation, different uniforms.

Officers and men of the Liberation Army
dress alike, eat the same food, sleep in the
same hammocks, share the same bamboo huts.

Last, and maybe most important of all,
every soldier in the Liberation Army knows
what he is fighting for. They don't get con-
fused and cynical like American soldiers when
they find out what the fight in Vietnam is
really like, compared to what they were told
during Basic Training.

Which kind of army would you rather be
in?

The Vietnamese aren’t in this thing for a
one-year tour of duty. They're in it for the
rest of their lives. Some of them have been
fighting in the same area for 20 years. Viet-
nam is a small country; they could easily walk
out of the Liberated Zones. But they don't,

The American army and air force can bomb
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villages off the map, destroy crops and
slaughter civilians. They can obliterate whole
sections of the country. But the people stay
and fight.

That's what life is like in the Liberated

Zones.
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LAOS, CAMBODIA AND VIETNAM:
. AN INDOCHINA WAR

Richard Nixon, like three presidents before
him, refuses to accept the facts of life in Viet-
nam: ‘

— Vietnam is one nation,

— The political coalition that now governs
most of South Vietnam is not President Thieu
and his friends, but the Provisional Revolu-
tionary Government (PRG) which was organ-
ized after the Tet offensive in 1968, It con-
sists of communists and non-communists, the

National Liberation Front, catholics and bud-
dhists.

— The people of Vietnam overwhelmingly |

support the PRG. It is them. It is the natural
result of 1000 years of proud struggle against
foreign invaders. '

~ 1f the US left Vietnam today, tomorrow -

the people of South Vietnam would elect the
PRG as its democratic government, The war
would be over, The people of Vietnam would
have peace, independence and sovereignty -
the goal they have suffered a thousand years
to win, . :

The businessmen, generals, and politicians
who run American still hope for a “Korean
solution”, a divided Vietnam ruled in the
south by a puppet “free world” regime, an
American-ruled outpost in Asia.

That’s what Nixon’s position at the Paris
peace talks is about, Nothing else.

Since the negotiations started, what has the
United States been doing in Indochina? The
US has intensified and broadened the war, It
is more intense because there is more destruc-
tion from bombing in Indochina today than
ever before, And the war is wider because the
US, defeated by people’s war in Vietnam, has
escalated its secret military operations in Laos
and Cambodia into an all-out war, The
struggle is now an all-Indochinese one. The
invasions of Cambodia and Laos, as well as

the “Vietnamization” of the war, reflects

Nixon’s frantic search for a new way to fight
and win a war he can’t win.

* ¥ XK

We've heard a lot about Vietnam in the last
few years and almost nothing about Laos.
Laos, located to the west of North Vietnam,
has been the victim of US special war since
1961. Special war means that the American
people don’t get to hear or see much about

-what the US does when it makes war. Laotian

cities are now bloated with refugees fleeing

“from the countryside, which has been the

most heavily bombed area in world history.
Whole villages, farms and factories, schools
and hospitals, have been destroyed in eastern
Laos, The CIA is using the traditional divi-
sions among the people to its pwn advantage,
training the Meo hill people to fight their
plain-dwelling neighbors. |

The people of Laos, like their Vietnamese
neighbors, have been fighting for decades.
They are led by the Pathet Lao or the Neo
Lao Hak Xat which means Laotian Patriotic
Front. They have adapted new ways to adjust
to the daily massive bombing of their land.
People live undergtound and in caves while
planes streak overhead. Despite these handi-
caps, the Pathet Lao and the people of Laos

- defeated CIA troops in 1970 and took back
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the Plain of Jars, an important strategic area
in Laos. Recently, the CIA’s.Meo camp at
Long Chen was destroyed by the Pathet Lao.
The ' Laotians, like the Vietnamese, are
fighting and winning people’s war.
In February, 1971, Laos was invaded by a
combined - force of South Vietnamese

-(ARVN) and American troops. Nixon de-

clared the purpose of this invasion was to cut
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the flow of supplies along the Ho Chi Minh
Trail going to South Vietnam from North
Vietnam. What he didn’t say to us was that he
thought the CIA and the pro-American Rovyal
Laotian Army nceded some help cortrolling
the successful Laotian struggle for indepen-
dence. Originally the invasion was to last
through May, but by the middle of March it
was clear the ARVN could not hold its own
~on Laotian soil, even with American support.
* The area was remote, without roads and sup-
plies necessary for a regular army. The South
Vietnamese army was entirely dependent
upon American helicopters for food and
ammunition. When the Laotian people fought
back against the troops and helicopters, the
ARVN was forced into an unexpected and
disorderly retreat. ARVN troops left Laos
clinging to the running boards of helicopters;
those who couldn’t get on just dropped their
weapons and ran back across the border.

® ok Xk

The Cambodian people joined the Laotians
and Vietnamese in the spring of 1970 in the
struggle for independence.

For almost 20 years, since Cambodia
gained its independence from the French,
Prince Norodom Sihanouk had led his coun-

try down the narrowing path of neutrality.
Sihanouk, who was a descendent of the an-
cient Khmer (Cambodian) kings, had the pres-
tige and dedication to keep his country neu-
tral and independent while warfare raged in
neighboring Laos and Vietnam. He accepted
US aid, but allowed NLF forces to pass
through Cambodia’s thinly-populated border
zones.

The US government realized the “threat
these NLF supply trails in Cambodia posed to
the war effort in South Vietnam. In an effort
to close off these trails, the US began military
raids in Cambodian territory. The Cambodian
government responded by allying itself with
the liberation forces in Vietnam and, in 1965,
broke off relations with the US. _

This move changed the political situation
within Cambodia. The wealthy elite could no
longer depend on the Sihanouk regime to sup-
ply them with American money. So they
turned against Sihanouk, staging a coup with
the help of the US against his government in
1970. Since then Lon Nol and his friends have
been the “official” government: of Cambodia.
Lon Nol does not represent anyone but a
small group of very rich pro-American Cam-
bodians living in the cities. The peasants of
Cambodia who have nevtr received the bene-

fits of American aid, have remained loyal to

44



S1I1anouk

-For_a’long time Nixon and before h1m,
Lyndon Johnson, had sought a friendly gov-
ernment in Cambodia so that the US could
send in troops to occupy the border zones
next to South Vietnam. When Lon Nol took
power Nixon had his chance. Lon Nol was not
going to say- no to American and ARVN
troops gomg into Cambodia. So ‘US armies,
escorted by waves of planes, drove into Cam-
bodia. Weeks of burning and looting followed.
People were driven from their homes and vil-
lages. - o
' The Cambodian invasion came to an abrupt
halt, however, because of the resistance of the
Cambodian peasants and the liberation forces
allied with them from North and South Viet-
nam.. The American people, too, refused to
accept the decision to expand the war into
Cambodia.. Massive demonstrations inside the
us heiped convince Nixon that he could not
afford to stay in Cambodia. The invasion was
finally called off and the troops returned to
Vietnam.

- Neither the Laos nor the Cambodia opera-
tions helped the American strategy for win-
ning. in Indochina. But Nixon's actions did
help unite the people of Vietnam, Laos and
Camhodia against US presence in Southeast
Asia; A united front of Indochinese peoples
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was created bringing together the liberation
forces of North and South Vietnam w1th the
Laotians and Cambodians.

In the face of these defeats in Indochma
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from 1969 to 1971 and the growing anti-war
‘movement in the US, Nixon had to take steps
to disguise the war. He publicizéd the with-

~drawal of US forces and his “Vietnamization”
plan. In effect the changc in pohcy was a-re-
tun of the spec1al war strategy the US em-
ployed in Vietnam from 1961 to 1965, with
the addition:of more modern technology. It is

a brutal ‘policy of training.-Asians to -fight

Asmns, thus lowering the costs of the war
both in Ameﬂcan money and in Amcrlcan
lives. : :
Meanwhlle for the Vtetnamese, the war
" goes :on and on: To them “Vietnamization”
- gimply” méans they pay more with their lives
and their land. Vietnamese men of the South,
‘uprooted -by the relocation of their families
and the destruction of ‘their farmland, are
forced to join the ARVN.to provide for their
families. There is no other way to earn money
in.South- Vietnam. The Vietnamese are forced
by threats from the generals to vote in rigged
eIectlons, to act against-their respect and ad-
miration- of the Vietnamese lcaders of the
“North - and- their :love of their gwn’ country.
. What s the 'Viethamese really want is to sce

. -their’ COum:ry ‘re'umted and its. damaged te-

“sources rebuilt, 7 -
This is: not: just a problem for the young

' ;_men who “are “drafted into the ARVN. The
‘wholedountryside and the entire population

thieateited by elaborate new developments
techndloglcal and. psychologlcal warfare.

Hehcoptefs carty . loudopeakers which tell
everyone ‘in-a given atéa'to léave or be con-
Computerlzed

s;dered Vlet Cong suspe(’:ts

.'-begun in- April;

planes then bomb the area, makingéno-dis’tihc-

~-tion ameng.targets: Pilots: don’t. even know
- what théy. are hitting, Bombs:ate:dropped.on
- anything-schools, hospitals, houses:. s 2

To.the Vlctnamcse thts is. the meanmg of

Vietnamization. =~ - . ;

But Vietnamization, llke earher pollaes, is
not working. - The Vietnamese. continue .to
fight back, with all the spirit thcy have gamcd

from years of struggle. ..

The: current offensive. in South thnam
1972, has: routed:zARVN
ttoops from hundreds of villages -and, fire-
bases. Whole provinges have been liberated.
Nixon -says this .is an. “invasion, fromthe

-+ North” but ‘what we. are. really: .sceing: is

people’s war at work. The offensive has been
successful because the people: of Viétnam-are

- fighting to regain their land.and -their Jiberty.
~iAs’ long: as American’ guns. remain. o Viet-
- namese soil, the Vietnamese will flght,, Ry

And . the:iVietmamese “can wait. ’Fhe;r .pa-
tience has:lasted shirough defcat-and betrayal.
They are on the verge of victory, They have

«.the solutionfor. economic ancl political inde-
- pendeniceat hand. N E e

They will not glve th1s up ata ncgqmanon

- table, in a rigged. election; or onithe battle-
- field, They 'will not be fooled by uneWSpaper
reports-of Nixon’s peace -

flers: .o & i
A thousand years ago, Cao Bien had the
good sense to get out when he knew. he was
beaten. The spirit figure that visited him on
the banks of the River Lo musc visit the White -
House too, these years, hauntmg Nixon’s
dreams. ‘ ; o
It is the power of thc peop]e. D Y



XIV
THE WAR IS NOT A MISTAKE

You've read this book. You know the war
is not a mistake; it’s a result of a whole sys-
tem that’s built on the principle of making a
few men richer, at the expense of the people
of the world.

That system is imperialism. It is built on
the desire for proﬁts and power for the rulers
of a few countries, like the US, Japan and
West Germany. The US is the world leader of

this imperialist system. The “Free World” is

nothing but sweet talk for what is the US
empire.

The name of their game is money and
power. Power over people is power to make

money — not the kind of money we make,

our wages, scholarships and salaries.
money, profits off the work of others.

And big money and power rely on racism,
the exploitation of people of color based on
the idea that they are inferior to white
people. That means that Third World people,
here and the world over, Blacks, Browns,
Asians, get it the worst.

When an American businessman looks at a
map of Southeast Asia, he doesn’t see people
— he sees minerals, oil, rubber, rice. Where do
the Asians come in? They’re supposed to dig
for the minerals and the oil, tap the rubber
trees, grow the rice and hand it over. As long
as they work hard and cooperate they are all
right; but if they resist, as the Vietnamese
have .done, then they are ‘“‘commie-gooks”
threatening to take over the whole world. The
same thing happens here when Third World
people resist. '

“Most people here spend their whole lives
making other people rich. We work eight,
nine; ten hours a day at a job which is boring
and dull. We are insulted and abused by the
hot-air freaks iri Washington. They tell us we

Blg

47

should be loyal Americans and pay our taxes,
support government policies no matter how
many lies are told to us. In other words, work -
hard and keep your mouth shut. "

And our bosses lie to us and try to tell us
we are happy.

They send us 6,000 miles to fight peasants
who want to be free. And we get killed be-
cause we, too, are victims of the imperialists,
the same ones we pay taxes to—money we
never see again because it gets dropped in the
jungles and shot -and left on the moon and
wasted and turned into bombs.

That’s what we and the Vietnamese have in
common: the generals, pollt1c1ans and the

" men who run the companies make profits off

both of us, and neither of us is free. They
want to control our lives so they can remain
in power,

The Vietnamese have a head stal't on us in
winning their freedom. They’re not going to-
work for bosses: they're going to work for
themselves. The word they use to desctibe
that goal is “socialism,”

We have begun to flght too. Look at what’s
happening in the -prisons, ot in the Brown,
Black, Red and Asian communities, Look at
GI’s, women, young people in schools,
workers iri factones People have begun to stir

* and say “Enough!”

We can learn some lessons from the Vlet-
namese:.

The Vietnamese are winning their struggle
for freedom, a small nation without advanced .
technology, winning over the most pc’:werful
nation on earth. It’s takmg them a long time.

‘But they’re winning. And we are beginning to

realize that as they win, that means we are
winning too; and that if they can win, we can
too. : ST



FURTHER READING

Books by and about Vietnamese are hard to ,
come by in this country. The ones in this list
are available from China Books and Periodicals,
with stores at:

2929 24th St., San Francisco, CA 94110

95 5th Ave., New York, NY 10003

900 West Armitage, Chicago, IL 60614

Vietnam Studies is a magazine published in
Hanoi, Each issue deals with a particular area of
Vietnamese life.

No. 12 Fundamental Problems - h1story of

Vietnam and the war 1.00

Conference of the Indochinese Peoples, 1970.
Published in Hanoi. 75 cents

Our President Ho Chi Minh, An official
biography published in Hanoi. $1.50

South Vietnam National Front For Liberation

. — Documents. Contains the program of the

NLF. 75 cents
Ho Chi-Minh’s Prison Diary is a collection of

| Ho’s poems. Published in Hanoi. $2.00

Vietnam Will Win! by Wilfred Burchett, The
author, who spent years with the Liberation
Forces in South Vietnam, tells how they beat

.the forces of the US and the Saigon regime.

No. 14 Literature and National Liberation in -

~South Vietnam _
No. 23 South V1etnam From the NLF to
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1970. $2.95 .
The Peasants of North Vietnam by Gerard

" :Chaliand. $1.65

the Provisional Revolutionary Government2. 00

No. 25 Twenty-five years of Heéalth Work1.50

No. 30 General Bducation in the D R V N.1. 50

 From Khe Sarh to Chepone Invasmn Qf Laos
Feb. 1971. Published in Hanoi, 75 cents =

The Indochmese People W:ll Win. Summlt

The Enemy by Felix Greene, isn't just about

. Vietnam, but is about imperialism and revolu-

_'tion all over the world.. $1.95

Laos: War and Revolution. About the land,

_the people and their struggle, the US role, etc.

.J‘

Edlted by Nina Adams and Alfred McCoy. $4.75
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