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VIETNAM: POLICY AND PROSPECTS, %0

U.S. Assistance on Information Matters and U.S. Psychological
' or Propaganda Operations

' ' THURSDAY, MARCH 19, 1970

Unirep STATES SENATE,
CovurtTEEs oN FomrmigN RzraTions,
: Washington, D.C. -

. _The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:05 a.m., in room

4221, New Senate Office Building, Senator Frank Church presiding.
Present: Senators Fulbright (chairman), Church, and Gore.
Senator CaurcH. The hearing will come to order.

OPENING STATEMENT

The prineipal purpose of this morning’s meeting is to continue the
committee’s consideration of the operation of various U.S. programs
in Vietnam. - R '
__Virst, the committee will hear testimony from Congressman Paul
N. MeCloskey, Jr., of California, who was in Vietnam only a few
weeks ago. I am sure that his observations will be of interest and
‘assistanee to the committee. - . . - ;

Following: Congressman MecCloskey’s testimony, the coinmittee
will hear testimony concerning U.S. activities to assist the Vietnamese
Government on information matters and the scope of U.S. psycho=
i'ogli\ca.l or propaganda operations generally. :
: he Uniteg gtates‘- is engaged in a broad-scale program to assist
and promote the Government of Vietnam through the use of . the
entire spectrum of the communications media, from leaflet drops to

- television. I hope-that this hearing will develop the full facts con-
--cerning thé nature and extent of these activities. But of far greater
significance than the specifics of what is being done in Vietnam is the

i g-po}ié% hich presumes that it is proper and in the national

underlyi W
interest for the U.S. Government to engage in propaganda activities .
in behalf of a foreign government. ‘ : o
__ Thére is also the question of whether the Congress in passing the
Smith-Mundt Aet, the USIA’s basic statutory authority contep~
plated such a role for the Government’s official overseas information
agency. - L e : :

gH_owever, the witness here to discuss U.S. programs in Vietnam,
Mr. Edward J. Nickel, a career officer of the [?SIA, who 'is Director
of the Joint U.S. Public Affairs Office in Saigon, is not responsible

' " (63b) ' o
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f4r'the ‘plicy which thrust the USIA into that role. His job is only
. to implement that policy.
. We willl now hiear from Congressman McCloskey.

* 'STATEMENT 0F HON. PAUL N. McCLOSKEY, TR, REPRESENTATIVE
IN CONGRESS FROM THE 11TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT OF
THE §TATE OF CALIFORNIA .

Mr. MoCroskny. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, ' '
In testifying before you today, I would like you to know first of the
limitations on the accuracy of any opinions I may give.

EXPERIENCE OF WITNESS

As a Marine Corps Reserve vfficer, I have been & student of counter-

. insurgency warfare since the late 1950’s and was privileged to par-

_ticipate in the last large-scale combat exercise in this field prior to our

landing of combat troops in Vietnam in the spring of 1965. I applied

for an active duty Marine Corps assi%nment to: Vietnam in the fall of

1965, ‘which was rejected; in the following year, I was offered the

" opportunity to serve as an ALD provinelal adviser in Vietnam but

declined. Since being elected to the Congress in 1967, I have been

“able to visit Vietnam only twice; once for a period of .11 days just

- prior to. the Tet offensive of January-February 1968, and more

recently, for & period of 6 days in February of this year.

- X tried to visit the same arsas last month which I had seen 2 years

earlier in order to appraise the progress of pacification, and more

particularly the sc-called Vietnamization program. Aside from head-

guarters briefings and the study of captured enemy documents and

prisoner interrogations; I spent the bulk of my time in the hamlets

and villages where the pactfication program is being coniducted, and
with the infantrymen ahd advisers engdged in field operations.

My most recent observations and inguiries were limited to four of
Vietnam’s 44 Provinees, bub ‘I believe the nertherly two Provinees,
Binh Dinh and Quang Nam, to:be fairly representative of the coastal

ortions of the I.and II Corps areas, and the southerly Provinces,
inh Long and Dink Thuong, to reflect the range of problems faced in
the delta and the territory surrouhding Saigon. Since all four of these
Provinces are rated fairly hedr the bottom for security purposes under
the hamlet evaluation: system  (28th, 37th, 34th,'ajn£ 35th, respec-
tively, as of Jatiuary), it is possible that my conclusions will be.a
little more pessimistic than the overall situgtion justifies. These con-
" clusions are certainly susceptible of a considerable range of error in
any event, but' they represent my best judgment and I have no
hesitancy in presenting: them for your evaluation and comparison with
those of our military-and State -gepa,rtment- personnel. '

ORDINARY LIVING CONDITIONS IN I AND II CORPS AREAS

About 6 million people, roughly one-third of the population, reside
in the I and II Corps areas. Ninety percort of them live within a few
-miles of the coast in fertile valleys which are bordered by rugged and
heavily forested mountains, " R C

~
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The ordinary manner of living in the rural areas of Vietnam is in
hamlets of a few hundred people. The Vietnamese rural hamlet is
ordinarily a very pleasant place. The people are courteous, affectionate
toward their families, respectful toward their elders and reverent
about their ancestry. A family can grow its own food in the equivalent
of 2 or 3 acres of land. The climate is mild and the soil fertile. Thers
is no need, and I could observe little inclination, for leaving the ares
of one’s home. I doubt that there are many places in the world where
people can live in closer harmony with their land and environment,
than in the coastal provinces of the I and IT Corps sreas.

EFFECT OF COUNTERINSURGENCY WAR IN I AND II CORPS AREAS

In waging counterinsurgency war in this area over the past several
ears, I was advised that we have destroyed 307 of the original 555
‘hamlets of Quang Nam Province. : '

I flew over miles and miles of area south and southwest of Danang
where neerly every hamlet had been destroyed that was not within
a mile of the main highway or larger settlements. Tree lines, hedge-
rows, and gravesites are all that remain. ,

The purpose for this destruction was to deny rice, cover, and suppors.

to the Vietcong, as well as to the North Vietnamese units operating
- in the adjacent mountainous areas. ' .
. In one interior valley of pleasant hamlets and productive soil which
was pointed out to me 2 years ago, some 20,000 people have been .
forcibly evacuated to refugee camps along the coastal highway and
their hamlets destroyed by either bombing, artillery fire or the action
of individual soldiers, o '

- The result has been predictable. One high-ranking CORDS officer
told me that he estimated at least one-third of the Vietnamese peoplein
- Quang Nam Province to be hostile to the American nilitary presence.

- In the 5th Marine regimental tactical area of responsibility (TAOR)
southwest of Danang, for example, the bulk of the casualties in 1969

came from booby traps, Infantrymen from the regiment discovered: . -

over 1,200 booby traps during the year, of which about half wers:
detonated .causing 95 KIA’s (killeg in action) and 1,195 WTA's:
(wounded for action), many of them amputees. Thus in 1 year's time
the odds of being killed or wounded by a booby ttap in this particular
regimental area were about 1in 2 for the 2,400-0dd marine riflemen in
the regiment;, . - - ' : o
- Under these circumstances, I do not think enough can be said for
the courage, morele, and. patriotic service of American troops and the .
officers who lead them. - :

- EFFECTIVENESS OF RESHTTLEMENT AND TRAINING EFFORTS

In both Quang Nam énd Binh Dinh Provinees, T visited hamlets
which hed originally been destroyed and defoliated, but which were
in the process of resettlement. In Quang Nam Province thus far, some
63 of the 307 hamlets destroyed are being reoccupied as the Govern- -

- ment seeks to expand the areas under Government control, - . :

The protection of these hamlets is being assigned to PF and PSDRF
forces as the American forces are withdrawn, but I observed no
‘evidence that the people were learning any great sense of commitment

b
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1o the Saigon government as they returned to their lands and com-
menced rebuilding homes and restoring land to ﬁ'roduction. v
. From a military standpoint, if U.S. troop withdrawals continue, I
would predict that the entire.coastal area from Binh Dinh north to
to the DMZ (demilitarized zone) will fall to the Vietcong and North
Vietnamese within 90 days after the last American troops withdraw.
~ There geems little hope that the fragile institutions "OF hamlet. and
village government will survive increasing North Vietnamese and VC
pressures once American troops are withdrawn. - : -

Withdrawal of the 3d Marine Division last year and the pending
withdrawal of additional brigades from the coastal areas has already
caused an increase in-enemy activities; remaining American units are
required to expand their tactical aress of responsibility to the breaking
point. - : e ' S

In both Quang Nam and Binh Dinh Provinces, for example,
battalions of the 1st Marine Division and 173d Airborne Brigades,
respectively, have been required to cover over 100 square miles each
by breaking down into platoons and small units located at considerable
distances from one another. It is presently requiring the full abilities
and efforts of these units to maintain a status quo with small units of
local VC and NVA (North Vietnamese Army) units operating in the
adjacent mountainous areas, o :

Of the rural hamlets I visited in both provinces, it was apparent that
local RF/PF (Regional Forces/Popular Forces) and 'PS]? (Peoples’
Self-Defense Forces) forces would be unable to protect any individual
hamlet in the event that U.S: Main unit forces were withdrawn. While

. the ARVN divisions in I Corps are deemed. excellent by U.S. troop
commanders who have been working with them, no ‘American officer
was willing o predict that such units aloiie. could svithstand a deter-
‘mined assault by NVA units presently operating in I Corps or located
just across the DMZ or Laotian frontier. ~ .~ = .

- There appears to be no reasonable expectation that an additional
18 months of resettloment and training of local forces would be suffi-
clent to withstand the histori¢ attitudes of a large percentage of the

: ,prulace, exacerbated by our-clear and destroy and defolintion policies
of years past, B : S

. ~BITUATION IN THE DELTA

A different situation exists.in the delta in my judgment. There, on
flat terrain, with an absence of jungle and mountain cover exceptin the -
areas close to the Cambodian border and the U Minh forest pacifica-
tion has progressed far more tapidly. The province chiefs and adviser
teams in the two provinces I visited, Vinh Long and Dinh Tuong, had
achieved o far gredter cohesion at the hamlet and village leve%, and.
_prosperity and security have been materially advanced in the past 2
years. American combat troops have not operated in the delta since

- the 9th Infantry Division vacated the area in late 1969. ' '

‘The nitmber: of VC-controlled hamlets has been substantially re-

" duced .and VO local forces and guerrillas have been prevented from
any major interference with commerce and communications.

_ Perhaps the best indication of Government success in the area has
‘been the. progress in arining the PSDF. A deeision to issue arms to

. large numbens of civilians 2 years ago would have been unthinkable;

“'most such weppons would have'erided up in the hands of the VC.
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- In the hamlets I visited in Vinh Long and Dinh Tuong Provinces,
- however, the large number of RF/PF available plus arms issued to

the PSDF had caused the hamlet chief to feel relatively secure against

anything but a major NVA or VC attack. ' ’ '

A-qualification sliould be noted here, however, It is not entirely
certain that the loyalty of either the RF/PF or PSDF ig so assured as
to guarantee dgainst infiltration by thé VC. One instance was cited
to me where one individual had caused an entire PSDF squad to
defect to the VC. s '

- "Also, 8 hard-core Communist prisorer told me, in an hour-long
interviewing that Americans were gotting a distorted view of the true
views of the rural South Vietnamese, since we only talked to them in
the presence of armed forces. This prisoner, a deceptively sweet-
appearing lady who had been the VC.mayor of My The, the Province
-capital for Dinh Tuong Province, indicated that ‘“resolve, not num-
bers, will determine the final issue.” ' ' . :
‘T.would tend to agree. L .

The military and pacification progress in III and IV Corps, coupled
with the terrain there, could permit & maintenance of the status quo,
solely by South Vietnamese troops, barring o major NVA invasion
from the Cambodian border. Should such an invasion oceur, the issue
will be squarely up to the abilities and resolve of the ARVN (Army
of the Re ubI}iYG of Vietnam) divisions presently stationed in the
southerly half of Vietnam, From hearsay only, I gather that most
American military officers have grave doubts of the abilities of most
of the ARVN units involved, and that the issue would be significantly
in doubt. _ .

‘ . ULTIMATE RESULT OF U.8. WITHDRAWAL

From what I could determine, nearly all Vietnamese, both North
and South, desire reunification. If the NVA and VC resclve and
willingness to undergo hardship remsins firm, it would be my judg-
nient. that upon our withdrawal that they will ultimately succeed In
, ~forci%, first, & coalition government on the South and ultimately a
reunification of their country. _ R

. T cah see no reason why a U.S. presence of over 18 months will
affect the ultimate result any differently than if we continue to with-
draw, having all of our troops, both combat and support, home by
the end of June 1971. _ o .
. We have tended to equate ‘progress” with a guarantee of ultimate
success, There has indeed been progress, but to obtain it, we have
. been required to militarize South V%gtn&m and to create & political
‘structure which far outweighs the South Vietnamese -economy’s

capacity to fund. ' ‘ ‘ ‘

To cite an example, one hamlet I visited, with & population of less
than 1,000, had local PF protection costing over 1.5 million piasters
per year, and a civil administration costing another 1.5 million piasters
per year. The total tax revenues'from this hamlet were less than one-
quarter million piasters per year, about a 12-to-1 ratio. These figures do
not include the cost of the central government or American military
~and economic assistance. Repeated for some 10,500 existing hamlets

lgle Saigon
government, merely to maintain the status quo, are staggering.

a . Co
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CONGRESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY TO CONCLUDE U.8. INVOLVEMENT IN
! VIETNAM

In conclusion, T would like to say a word in support of the Mathias
resolution to’terminate the Gulf of Tonkin authority;, as well as
comment’' on the responsibility of Congress, -as opposed to the
exécutive branch, in bringing American involvement in Vietnam to
an early conclusion. ' : )

I had oceasion to refer recently, Mr, Chairman, to the Federalist
papers of Alexander Hamilton, particularly Nos. 24 and 26, where he
was urFmg adoption of the Federal Constitution. It seems to me that
the following statements of Mr. Hamilton are worthy of consideration
by both Houses of Congress today: , ' :

“The legislature of the United States will be obliged, by this provision, once at
least in every two years, to deliberate upon the propriety of keeping a military
foree onfoot; to come to a new resolution on the point; and to declare their sense of
the matter, by a formal vote in the face of their constituénts, They are not at
liberty to vest in the executive department permanent funds for the support of
an army, if they were even incautious enough to be willing to repose in it so
improper a confidence,. ’

I think that puts the burden on the Congress of the United States to
. determine how long we fund this confliot, and if we face that issue
bhetween now and November, :

PROSPECTS FOR SUCC]‘_JSS' OF PACIFICATION

I would be pleased to answer any questions. I think the summation
of my testimony, Mr. Chairman, 1s this: ‘Pacification in the northern
half is not successful and cannot be successful. In the south half of the
country it is succeading, but its continued success will depend on the
ability in the—— , I _ :
“bS:in,?:tor Gorm. I did not understand you after the conjunction

Mr, MoCOrosgny. I said in the north.

Senator Gori. T understood that part of it. -~ . -

- Mr. McCrosgmy. Inthe south half of the country, in my judgment,
pacification is proceeding snccessfully and can be successtul, but onl
if the ABVN, South Vietnamese army units, are capable of withstand-
ing a determined assault froxy across the Cambedian border in the
future and that issue would be very much in doubt both on the quality
of the ARVN troops in the south and. on-their resolve to fight.

Senator Gore. What dividing line do-you-choose between the north--
eHllVF rt of the country and the southern part of the country?

r. McCrosxuy. V%;ell, it is not precisely between thé four corps
areas, Mr. Senator. It is the nature of the terrain in the nerth half of
the country, the mountainous jungle, heavily covered terrain where the
rice paddies, go right up against the areas of cover and concealment,
these are the areag, in my judgment, where pacification cannot sueceed.
As ﬁou get down into the delta where the terrain is flat, where there is
no heavily jungled cover, where there is no way in which troops can
conceal themselves to come back into the villages and get their rice,
in those areas pacification has been successful and is succeeding, in my
judgement. But its continued success requires-the prevention from
intrusion of major NVA units. Every timé major NVA units have come
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into the area, the guerrilla incidents have increased and the loyalties
of the people have become far more tenuous. :

Senator GorE. May 1 continue with a question or two, Mr. Chair-
. man?
The Crammman (presiding). Certainly,

LOYALTY OF SO'('ITH VIETNAMESE TO HANOI AND BAIGON

Senator Gore. Is there any loyalty, if that is the right term, on
either side? Is it a matter of fear? This has been difficult for me to
comprehiend. . : o : :

‘Mr. McCroskzy, This is an impression, Senator, because I share =
_ your committee stafi’s feeling that it is very difficult for an American
to understand what a Vietnamese thinks from what he says, But I
would appraise the situation that there is very little loyalty to the
_Saigon government and there is very little love for the Hanoi govern-
ment amongst the rural peasantry of South Vietnam; that the over-
whelming bulk of the peopls, over 80 percent of them, would prefer
peace at any price regardless of who happened to govern thei; and
that loyalty to a central government located in & city far away is_a
‘t;_srm that is not appropriate to apply to the rural countryside in

ietnam. ' I

SOUTH VIETNAMESH -ATITITUDE TOWARD U.S. MILITARY PRESENCE

Senator Gore. What is your assessment of thelr attitude towatd:
American militsry presence? o S

Mr. McoCrosgry.  Again that would be an impression that I could
not guarantee as to its aceuracy, but I see 1o reason for them not to
accept. the presence of anyone who is giving themi a million piasters a
year, to any village that would elect a village chief, - '

I can understand why a village might happily weélcome the Ameri-
cans who bring them the million piasters. But I do not think there is
any long-range love for Americans. :

Senator GGore. Did you mean to imply that the measure of the
bounty was the election of a chief who was friendly to us or what do
you mean to suggest?

Mr. McCroskey. I do not detect any bitter hatred of Americans
amongst the villagers who seem to bear our artillery fire and our
aircraft bombardment, but whom we pay a million piasters a year to
any village that will elect a village chief. But I do not detect any Tove
on their part for us either, and I suspect, and this is-only an impression
and:. not testimony under oath, but I suspect everyone in Vietnam

“would ‘welcomé the day when the last American has left Vietnam.

' USE OF BOOBY TRAPS

-+ Senator Gors. I notice you described the effective use of booby-
tragas;-_-Oan su.ch’,tragf" be effactive without at least the tacit approval
- -and cooperstion of thematives? ~ - e
-~ Mr. MeCroske - Those areas : south ' of—southwest of
Danang whete trérhiend oobytrap. casualties are. occurring in the
very areas that our:troops to' day after «day after day and in
which the populace dn the s

1,_,’_-:%‘;_1’6&813 passive if not

P
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- friéndly to us, but obviously in those areas a large percentage of the
people are willing to support the Vietcong that operate amongst them,

Senator Gore. I am asking you not out of information, but out of
interest. If American GI's in small numbers are stationed in isolated.
villages, are tHey particularly vulnerable because of differences in
* physical appearance? . ,

Mr. MoCroskgy. I do not know that, sir. The boobytrap casualties
that the young men are suffering occur when they go out on patrol
either day or night into areas in which they can operate in the daytime
without too much fear of receiving sniper fire. We have been able to
hold VC and NVA units at bay by our power. If they mass three men
at one time, we hit them with artillery or bombing or we land a
helicopter full of troops and go after them, but the troops are still
there. The enemy are still there. They are not showing themselves.

They have adjusted their tactics to match our firepower, but they

are out there sowing boobytraps every night and those boobytraps

- are causing casualties to us in an overwhelming percentage. The fact
they are able to sow these boobytraps night after night so that when
our troops go out on a-path ‘they might hit & tripwire with a detona-
tion which mey cause 2.3. casualties every time the boobytraﬁ; is
detonated means they are getting the support of the local populace-
in the countryside or they would not be able to do that. '

When 1 say suppoit, lydo not mean that the local populace are
loving the VC more than they love Seigon, but they are not willing
to commit themselves. o ' :

Senator Gorm. If the natives are to avoid the boobytraps, they
must at least know where they are or have some knowledge of them.

Mr. MeCrosggy. The greatest advance by the Marine units that T

- observed was their growing sophistication in discovering boobytraps
by locating the.means by which the Vietnamese signal tieir location,
perhaps two bamboo sticks left pointing to & “V’” in a certain trail
junction and apparently any Vietnamese in the area knows that -
means there is a boobytrap some distance away. ; '

The American troops are gaining greater knowledge to deal with
this situation, = - : . S ' :

‘Senator GorE. At Jeast we are not slow to catch on. T

" Mr. McCroskuy. We are not slow, but the pendlty of failure can
‘be that you lose bothlegs, sir. : . '

Senator Gorg. Thank you, Mr, Chairman. :

Senator Caurcw, ‘I think, Congressman McCloskey, your state-
ment was excellent, . o ‘ o

. LIKBLY RESULT OF. U.S. WITHDRAWAL FROM VIETNAM

- Is it your judgiment that, after we have left Vietnam, two things are-
likely to happen; the present Government is likely to be replaced in
Saigon by some form: ofi.coalition government and the two halves of
" Vietnam are likely to:be:reunited? _

‘Mr. McCroskey. That is correct. Just by way of example, in the
village capital, in the village hut. that goes for a city hall in the
rovinces in the north, there is: a plaque on the wall that says “The
Jation Overall” in Vietnsinese; and the map is of all of Vietnam,
North and South, not just South Vietnam. I could find no indication
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on the'part of anyone that South Vietnam was considered a perma~
" nent and independent-nation as we would have if. ) )

Senator Caugcn. In your judgment, then, the overwhelming senti-~
ment in both North and South Vietnam is to reunify the country.

Mr. McCroskuy. I think I can say honestly—I have never been:
to North Vietnam—the resolve that keeps them coming 800 miles
south to try to unify the country would so indicate.

‘Senator CHURCH, Yes, ‘

American policy for years has been to keep Vietnam divided, as
well as to support and sustain an anti-Communist government in
Saigon that would be closely allied with our country. From your
testimony I understand there is no evidence whatever that that
objective has been abandoned by the present Administration:

' Mr. McCroskuy. I would have to agree. - '

Senator CHURCH (continuing}. And that that objective will not be
achieved once American forces leave. . o

Mr. McCrogkry. Senator, let me make a qualification to my prior
answer. 1 did detect in the President’s speech early after his election
the mention of a peace based on the Geneva accords of 1954, and such
& peace would presuppose the reunification of Vietnam within 2 years
because that was the upderstanding under the Geneva accords of
1964. Unfortunately, I have seen no other mention by this Administra~
,tion of ‘a concurrence that they would accept a peace based on the
Geneva accords which involved a unification of Vietnam,

. Senator CrurcH. The policy by which we fought this war has
hardly been directed at a reunified Vietnam. Yet this will very likely

occur by the forces that we have been opposing.
‘Mr. McCroskey, Correct. '

U.8. PERCEPTION OF AND POLICY IN SOUTHBEAST ASIA QUESTIONED

~ Senator CHurcH. I think the inability of the U.S. Government
‘to know how the people of Vietnarn Ireaiﬁy feal, what-their political
values are, and what their tiational -objectives may be, has been. -
evident throughout -the whole course of out involvement in that
country. It is-also refleeted in what has just happened in Cambodia.

From the contacts that I have had with the State Department
and from the briefings that this committee has been given, it was
unanticipated that Prince Sihanouk would be displaced i Cambodis.
In fact, official opinion plus informed expert opinion here had it that
if anyone was secure in Southeast- Asia, it wad Sihanouk,

This clearly demonstrates the fragility of any policy on our part
which 'seeks objectives that are intimately indigenous, and the
futility of attempting to win a ¢ivil wer in & country such as Vietnam
with & foreign army. - T ‘ :

In the face of that experience, why are we not disengaging
. American military forces from Southeast Asia generally, especially
from Leos and Thailand, before we find ourselves confronted with
questions of honor, commitment, and the other political consequences
that flow from such a predicament? , ‘ _

Did you have an opportunity in your trip to visit Thailand or Laos?
! Mr. '{/ICCLOS-KEY.‘ 0, sir.-I 'have not had the privilege of visiting
* the other countries. ', .- ‘



844

T think that the great lesson of Vietnam is that in a land where
people are wedded to their soil, and their tradition, and their history,
that to try to say to a country of 17.5 million people, “We will impose
ajgovernment of our type, of our choice,” in a country which has no
real reason to have any cohesion with any government—these people
live very happily in tﬁeir own villages and are unwilling to make a
commitment to any kind of government—that in that kind of a
-country, the use of American firepower is almost immoral.

P Senator Crurcn. Immoral. Inmoral is perhaps not strong enough
afterm. After all, you mentioned that 307 villages out of 555 had been,
‘destroyed in one provirice alone by American firepower.

- Mr. McCrosxey. I would say this, Senator, That where we seek to
lead the world to a peace through law and the only legal precedents
we look to are the Hague Convention and perhaps the Nuremberg
agreement where we sald wanton destruction of villages was a war
crime, there is no way we could state that our policy of destroying
Vietnamese villages to deny rice and support to the VC that operate
in the vicinity and in some respects out of those villages is not of the
same level to bs condemned as we did in Nuremberg when we executed
German officers for pursuing a policy of wanton destruction of villages,
and if a war has to be fought by destroying people’s homes because so
many of the people who live in an ares are sympathetic to the enemy,
then I do not think Americe should ever again fight such a war with
out weapons in such a.country., o e

Senator CHURCH. I concur wholeheartedly in what you said. If we
had just left those people slone, if we haa\,dy just stayed out of their
affairs, none of this terrible agony, none of this wanton destruction,
none of this mass killing Wou%d have occurred on the scale that has
taken place. And, ironically, the security interests of the United States
would not have been affected one iota.

‘Our Vietnaim policy has been touched with madness; this foreign
adventure is undoubtedly the greatest catastrophe that has ever
- occurred in the history of our country overseas.

. 1I i.gaJ]ipr.ecia,te very much your testimony. I think it has been very -

helptul. _ . :

" The Cuairman. Mr. Congressman, I am sorry I was a bit late. I .
read your statement, and I know something of your views. I expect |
anything I ask you may be repetitive and yet I do not think it hurts -
to go over one or two points.‘ o '

U.8. OBJRCTIVE IN VIETNAM

You have made very cledr your views about the destruction of the
villages. The Senatorfrom Idaho mentioned our objective of creating’
a_government there that was friendly to us. How do you see the
objective of our policy: and ‘sctivity in Vietham? What does it strike
you that we seek to achieve there? _ : . ‘

Mr. McCrosgry. Well, T think, quite honestly, that the North
Vietnamese have characterized it properly, and that is to permanently
divide that country preventing Communist domination of the entire
country, that our policy has been to divide it and to furnish such
military ‘and economic assistance as is necessary to preserve its
division, . : ‘ S -

The CrarrmMaN. Does that strike you as being a valid objective?
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‘Mr, :McCroskgy. No, sir; I think that in the long run you can
trace most trouble spots in the world to countries that were divided—
Germany, Kores, the Israelis—— _

The Crairman. In other words, if they did achieve their announced
objective, it would not be in the interests of this country. Is that
what you are saying?

Mr. McCroskry, My feeling is that any divided country is &
potential source of wdrld war Il and that.it should be our national
policy to seek a reunification of Vietnam and Korea.

The Crairman, T suppose our people would say we are perfectly

~ willing to reunify it provided it is en. our terms and. if they will)l acceph
our views as to what kind of government they will have; will they not?
Our people will not object to Vietnam’s reunification providing they
accept our terms,

CONGRESSIONAL POWER TO END U.S5. INVOLVEMENT IN VIETNAM )

Mr, McCrosxey. I think if this issue is fairly debated, Senator,
that the people will decide it at the polls.in November. This was the
reason for my quote from Alexander Hamilton because the Congress
of the Uniteg gt—ates has it within its power to stop our involvement
i Vietnam just as much as the President does. ‘

- The Crarman. How woyld you propose that that be done?

- Mr, McCroskzy. I would propose a continuing withdrawal over a
‘period not to exceéd 18 months offering sanctuary to any Vietnamese
:ivho c}llos_e. toleave the country because he felt imperiled by our with~-

rawal, : e ‘

The Crarrman. Maybe I did not understand. You said the Congress
~-had the power to_s,’_o‘og the war. What did yon have in mind abput the

Co_l\rigress—.cutting off the money L S :

r. McCroskey. Two ways, sir; I thought that the Gulf of Tonkin
resolution, under which PreSié_ien’t Jaohlnson indiceted he felt he had
this power, should be terminated effective. December 31, 1970. I
think T would extend that now to 1971. Also under the Constitution
where we are given the sole power to provide for a standing army for
a period not.to exceed 2 years, I think that means exactly what it
says and perhaps we should attach to appropriations measures this
year the qualification that the Congress will vote only sych funds as.
are sufficlent to permit our continuing and steady withdrawal with
all American troops to be out at the end of fiscal 1971, °

The Crarrman. We have the repeal of the Tonkin Gulf resolution
Ainder p'ons%lderqtion and will actively consider it on Friday, I think,
In the Mathias resolution, but T understand from the letter they gave
us tpa_b_ the ‘Administration’s. position is that repeal of the Tonkin
Gulf would npt affect the President’s right. to continue the war. He is
- nof.relying on it. This President says he is not relying on the Tonkin,

Gulf resolution for his right to carry on the war. So I do not think

that would do it ; =& o . '

The money business I think would do it. Do you think there is a.

‘mejorify of the Congress that would vote that?

- Mg _M;‘C.CLQSKEX;%{IQL right new, Senstor, bup I think as this matter-

s debated between now and November and congressionsl candidates,,

..all of whom run fqr‘or%ﬁc{_,g;thqY@mbér, are forced to a yes or no answer ~

on the-question, “Will you or will you not fund money to continue. . -

v

----- » s
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‘our ‘indefinite involvement in Vietnam?' that that issue may be
determined by the American people; and I think exactly that is what
the framers of the Amerjoan Constitution had in mind when they
said one body will face election every 2 years. |

I bave heard different figures from the Pentagon but if our
strength—we had the equivalent of 12 combat infantry divisions in
Vietnam, 108 maneuver battalions, Every time one division is brought
home, I have heard the Pentagon say it saves this country $1.5 billion
in the defense budget, so it is merely a matter of multiplying that sum
of money by bringing our troops home and attaching a rider in the
appropriation bills when they come before the' House and Senaite.

The Crairman. It takes the votes, I have been under the impression
that a very strong majority of the House supports the war.

Mr. McCroskay. Yes, sir. When I was elected to the Congress in
1967, 1 think I was the only Re%ublican opposed to the war. Perhaps
there were two or three others. Bust I noticed in October last year 64
Republicans signed a resolution drafted by Paul Findley of Illinois.
They supported the President in his expressed determination to with-
draw all American troops at the earliest practicable date, and I suspect
by next November a majority even in the House of Representatives
will support the Administration on this as troops are beginning to be

“withdrawh on a steady, continued rate. , '
. 'The Crarrman. Of course, if your judgment as to their sentiment
1s true, then it is very hopeful that something can he done. :

. POSSIBILITY OF CONGRESS’S ENDING U.S. INVOLVEMENT IN VIETNAM

T'his is a drastic step. I am inclined to favor it; do not misunderstand
that. I think this war is the greatest tragedy that this country hés
ever encountered, but our people are not conditioned to the policy
of directly cha.llen%ing o President of the United States. . ‘

Have you seen (teorge Reedy’s book about our Presidency? There
-wag & portion of it in Look magazine which was entitled, #Do We
Need a Kick?” Did you see that? - : - S T

Mr. M¢Crosxey. I have not seen that. - A TR PR
. The Crairman, It is'a 'very intéresting book. I'mean it is & very
good one. As you remember, Mr. Reedy had considerable experience
in the White House and the sort of roysl attitude'and regal: attitude
that developed in recent years about it:. - - oo e
. I donot .ﬁnow_wh‘eﬁh' r weo ¢atl do it or not. T think it is'something -
to consider: Your views thatit might come about ought'to be encourag-
ing: }z{ci‘ffhe“?rasid’ént to-give him backing to move out of this place
qudekly. - i i B R oo ] .

-i-"q M .yMbC.LOSK,m;Y.' I have-supported what he has done thus far,
" Senator. I'think that the studied and orderly withdrawal have taken
"out almost o third of the Américan combat troops in the first 9 months
-gince he:commeticed the withdrawal and that this is consistent with °

the views I express today. T am concerned with whether or not that
‘withdrawal ‘}Wiﬁ-l‘Cdilﬁinue."Wiﬁhih the next 3 to 9 months I suspect

that the status quo will:change in Vietnam as American troops con-
tinue 'to be :Wi-th(é‘ra\'xrﬁ= because it'is a very tenuous situation there in
. the' nopth; ‘and 'if ‘those American troops continue to be withdrawn
over the next yeat; I suspeéct that the balance of power will change

‘between the conflicting elements, - - g o
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- NECESSITY OF NEGOTIATED 'SET’I‘LEMENT L

.

' 'The Crarrman. The Senate may be too interested if precedents.

It has been accused of being precedent ridden, but take this case: I
cannot think offhand of & war of any consequence having been stopped
by one side gradually withdrawing without any negotiated agreement
with regard to the ending of the war. . » .

If T thought this could take place, as you déscribed it, T certainly
would be for it if it would happen in a reasonable period of & year or
2 years. I know of no precedent, and therefore it, among other reasons,
makes me very skeptical ‘that this is going to happen. What I antici-
pate as much more ?ikely to happen is that & numﬁer of troops will be
withdrawn but a very large contingent will be left with the most

- sophisticated weapons which will give logistics support to the best

troops of the Vietnamese government and they kind of stay there in a
kind of & stalemate in a modification of the enclave theory. This
could go. on for 5 or 10 years without a negotiated settlement.

_.."This is the only resson. It is ‘a practical matter. The most similar

war to this is the war of the French in the same country after bein

. there 100 . years. How- did they end their war? They did net just wa

off. They went to Gieneva and had a cease-fire and had a negotiated
and agreed upon settlement called the Geeneva Aceord.
It is. hard for me to believe that if we are really serious about ending

.. the war with a clean-cut end to it, if that is not the procedure most
likely to bring that: about. oo - *

U.8, WITHDRAWAL COULD RESULT IN VIRTNAMESE AGGOMMODATION

. -Mr. McCroskry, Senator, this is speculation, of course, but as
* American troops continue to withdraw, and assuming that the Vietna-

“mese who have become quite adept with our artillery, gain an increas-
- ing sophistication in the use of helicopters and communication and

logistics in which they have a particularly grave problem, and assumi-

“ing that they are able to build & South Vietnamege arry that can hold
"1ts own, the very nature of Vietnam, as-an 800 mile long ¢ountry with
-roughly 15 ARVN, divisions matel

VN matched against an equal rumber of
North Vietnamese and Vieteong, in my judgment will require the

* South.Vietnamese forces to. retire into & modified enclave giving up

much of the riorthern ¢oasts, some of the central highlands, some of
the ITT. Corps.ares, and.concentrating around Saigon. If this happens,
bearing in mingd there will be over a million men in South Vietnam

" under arms.and there never have been over 200,000 North Vietriamese

and Vietcong opposed to them, the South Vietnamese retiring and
becoming stropger as their lines grow less, the" North Vietnamese

ow weaker as they fight a longer distance from home, you would -

ave the Vietnamese peopls, a very pragmatic people, not desirous
of contibuing. the-éxecution of each other. : o .

i For.example, T think of the four rlg)rovince chiefs where I had visited,
two of them were from.thenorth. T'hree-sighths of the Saigon govern-

- ment,'their;hx)use‘*ﬁ,‘f;fﬁeiﬁg&tesi are from. the north; three-eighths of the
- North Vietriamese:leadership 1s from the south,

I think as a pragmatic people faced with the destruction of their
country by _for're1§hi forces:.over all these years, they will reach some

oy E - L

&
etwoen'themselves which will bring their war to an

I
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end, and I do not see that the continuing American military presence
will contribute to that settlement, I think it is countergroductive
when we destroy ‘villages, kill people, arm increasing numbers of the
peasantry. We are prolonging the conflict by our presence there.

The Cramrmax. I think so too. . '

Mr. McCroskey, Wo could not train these people from 1960 to
1970, Senator. I doubt 3 years instead of 18 months remaining there
will change the balance. '

U.B. RESP‘ONSE‘TO VC. PROVOCATION DURING WITHDRAWAL

The Crairman. What do you anticipate will happen if we get down

to 300,000 men and the Vietcong become impatient and attack a city
or do something provoeative? Do we -continue to deescalate? The
President was implicit in his statement that if they did not sort of
cooperate and make it easier for us to get out, he would retaliate.
- Mr. MoOroskny. I think it is very noteworthy in the President’s
two speeches that when he spoke of the possibility of retaliation he
referred only to the danger to U.S. forces. He made it clear in both of
those speeches, one of which was very carefully worked out by him
personally, that a threat to the South Vietnamese need not provoke
our retaliation, but only a threat fo U.8. forces would do so. ]!.)do not
think we need fear a Dunkirk. I do not know of any U.S. unit in
Vietnam which would be left there without sufficient firepower and
air support to defend itself in the process of withdrawal. '

QUESTION I8 ONE OF MOST FEASIBLE WAY TO END WAR

The CrarrMaN. Do not misunderstanid me. 1 am for ending the
war in any way. we can do it, but which is the most feasible and likely
way to do it and whieh could come the soonest? It seems t0 me that
the traditienal political settlement by which nearly every war I can
think -of has been ended is the one that has the most promise, but if
the other will work, T am for that too. ‘ - '

T do mot ecriticize doing it. It is a question of hew much time we
allow, This Adtninistration has eer in nearly 2 year and 3 months.
_That is becoming a very substantial time period to look for results.
There has been a decrease in ‘the casualties, it is true, but they are
still quite gubstantial. -~ - .7 R e
o F EXTENT OF DETOLIATION

I have a few. more ;'%p.agiﬁc questions. While you were there did you
notice any signs.of defoliation of the countryside?

Mr. MdCroskmy. Yes, sir. : .

The CrarrMax, Was it extensive?

Mr. McCroskry, Well, lét me put it this way: In the coastal plains
- of the north they have had to meve the people Into within a mile or so
of the main roadsin the cities and zthe.y'ﬁa,ve moved them out of their
villages and. destroyed ‘their willages ‘in the interior valleys that go
back from the coast because of thedesire to deny rice to the Vietcong.

Several officers pointed out to-me that in the interior valleys when-
ever there was the indication of someone growing a crop back there,
whether it was civilians left behind or people who had gone back to
their homes or Vietcong, the planes were instructed to go In and imme-
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diaif.ely defoliate any crops that were being grown in the interior
valleys.- : ' ' _

In the two hamlets that I visited which are being revisited, that is
close to 550 in Quang Nam, 307 were destroyed, some 63 have now
been resettied or they are in the process of resettlement. When I spoke
with the villagers in those towns being resettled, they spoke of the
fact they could not grow coconuts as they had and they pointed out
the coconut trees which had been destroyed or defoliated with chem-
icals at the time the Villafe had been destroyed back in 1966 or 1967,
whenever it had occurred. So in: the reset{lement process while they
can restore the rice paddies and grow some younger trees for vepro-
duction, it is going to be a long time before they restore some of those
trees that have been hurt by the defoliation.

The CrairMaN. We really do not know encugh about the ultimate
effect of defoliants to know how long it will be or how permanent is
the destruction by the chemical; do we?

. Mr. McCrogx®y. I can only say what T have observed, Senator, I
do not know. But I did see people tilling ricefields in areas which they
told me had been defoliated in the last 2 or 3 years. What the crops
will be and whe will suffer from them I do not know, but they were
actually tilling the soil. -

- The CratrMAN, There was one article in the paper which said we
had defoliated an amount of territory approximately equal to the
State of Massachusetts.

Mr, McCroskEy. 1 eould believe that from what T saw, sir, be-
cause these interior vallays that stretch away from the coast are con-
sidered free fire zones and apparently we defoliate anything growin,
there as part of this rice denial program, but they are substantial
areas. I would say there are hundreds of square miles of areas where
every village had been razed to the ground.. :

| WITNESS' SEEVICE IN MARINE CORPS

- The Crarrman, How long has.it been since you have been in the
Marines? When did you get out? ‘ ‘

- Mr: MoGrosxey. I served in -the Marine Corps in Korea as a.
plateon leader in 1951. 1 was released to inactive duty in 1952. I
. stayed in the Reserve until 1965. 1 was on active duty m Operation
Silver Lanee 4t the time the 1st Marine Brigade was sent to the Gulf
of Tonkin in March of 1965. I tried to remain as an infantry officer
when I was a civilian between 1952 and 1967 when 1 went to Congress.

" CIVILIAN ENOWLEDGE OF FREE FIRE ZONES

‘The Cuarrman. I had a letter this morning from a former marine
in my hometown, Fayetteville, dated March 12, It says:

This past week saw five marines charged with murder. There are elements
" surrounding this that I do not understand. Civilians in this instance were supposed -
40 bein a free fire zone. I don’t know what a free fire zone is. The term wasn't
.in currency when I was a Marine. However, I take it to mean a zone where any-
thing that moves is a candidate for sudden death. I am ver%; congerned about how
such information on a zone of this sort is disseminated to the civilians in the area,

" eapecially inlight of the faot that the area was an enemy-held territory, Did these

unfortunate souls know.that this part of their land was off limits to them? Whe -
told: them: and how? o

44-T06—T0mmd

.
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Do you know the answer to that? .
Mr. McCroskEy. I do not, sir, S . _
- The areas that we flew over and the hamlets which I visited in
Quang Nam and Binh Dinh in the north; there were obviously free .
fire zones where nothing stood; but. there were people walking around
- down in those areas, and this is. what I spoke of in my testimony.
The greatest single attachment that the Vietnamese has, in my judg-
ment, is to his lands and they are not going to be easily moved off the
lands even at the cost of the risk if they remain. They risk remaining
“1in the zone, even with signs showing the limits of the village and the
limits of the free fire zone. oo .
The Ciairman. How did we propose to tell the people they were.
in a free fire zone and to get out? Did we go through any motions?
Did USIA tell them or not? .- o

Mr. MeCrosxey, Well, T only know this by hearsay. I have not

. seen the operations, but I understand that in a cordon and search

- operation, or search and destroy, they will attempt to have people in
aircraft with megaphones telling peopﬁa where to gé and why and what -

is going te be the free fire zone and what isn’t and scatter thousands

and thousands of leaflets. But I'do not think we are ever going to be
sure with that kind of information that there are 10 percent who will
not get the word. And the result has been in that particular country

" a lot of innocent people have been killed. .

- The Cuatrman. It is very risky to go about talking from a heli-
copter. They could shoot it down; could they not? We have been losing
on the average about one and oneé-tenth helicopters per day in recent

~ months. Did I see that in the paper recently? L

. Mr. McCroskey. The figures seem very staggering. I could not

- verify the precise figures.

SITUATION OF U.8. SOLDIERS IN VIETNAM

- The Caatrman. I would like your comment on the next paragraph
of this letter. He says: ' - SRR ' ‘
No matter how you look at It, you eannot eseape the fact that it would not lave
". ‘happened if we had-not.been there i the tirgt places We have put ’our-y‘o'ung- men -
an a,r; impossible situation, They are damned if they do‘tmd they ave-dead if they
on't. ) : . _ : B . .
- T thought that was a rather striking way to putit, T
of qur own-young meén who are now being:
Mr;, McCroskny, I think they ara._.tﬁ
" country. oo el T
. 'The CHatrmMan, I say if they did not-do what.they did, they are
"very likely to be dead; are they not? They think they would in any
case. They are being put into an'intolerable situstion. - - .
. Mr."Me¢Croskny. 'The -reaction. time- of & marine rifleman to a
situation which may or may not cause his death veiy seldom permits
judicious decision.- I think Oliver Wendell Holmes once said, “Sober
reflection is not required in the presence' of an uplifted knife.”” And to
that rifleman walking in a rice paddy, the question of whether he is a
‘civilian or enemy certeinly does not give him much time or opportunity
‘and certainly not the inclination to.take the chance. .- :
The CuairMan. The next sentence says: B

! am speaking
accused-of mueder.” "
o-fingst. young men in the
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The only possible answer.to me is to remove.them from +his situation. If we;
gi);i:é we can expect more of the same, and we will have to bear our share of the
He goes on for several pages. It is quite an interesting letter, He
says the time is far past when we should have stopped and asked
ourselves where it is that we are going. It is a very interesting letter
from a marine, ‘ Co I D

CONGRESSIONAL ATTITUDE TQW.A.RD ENDING VIETNAMESE WAR

"I appreciate very much your. taking the time to come here. You are
_ very optimistic, I think. I hope you are correct about the attitude of
the Congress, I am not nearly in as close touch with the House, as you
are and, therefore, I certainly do not wish to challenge your judgment.
All T can say is T hope. When I look at some of the actions recently
taken on military affairs, the urgency with which they wish to give jets -
to Taiwan and noore money to %Korea with which to fight, it does not
seem to me they have become very pacific in their attitude. They seem
to be much more eager to heat up the war than they are to calm it
down, but I certainly hope you are correct in your judgment that they
would not do it. I feel the Senate has moved very strongly in that
" direction. ' ' B
Mr. McCroskey. I would not suggest that we have anywhere near a
majority which would do as I say, %enat’or, with respect to cutting off
the money or indeed stop ing the- Gulf of Tonkin authority, but I
suspect with those Novemﬁer elections looming that perhaps'the 92d ..
- Congress may be of a little different persuasion. i
The Cuarrman. That is eficouraging. After all, the final justification.

. for our system of government is that the people do have an opportunity

" to make such a change this fall if they wish to take it. If they do not
wish to take it, if they do not wish to make this a major issue, of course,
thiey do not have to and we can continue, But you are quite right and I -
have confidence and faith in-the efficiency and workability of out sys- -
tem. So many 'of us have been here too %ng perhaps or at least very
long and we become impatient, I guess, too impatient, with the slow- .
ness with which: these decisions are finally reached, especially when you -

are concerned with such a tragic situation as this war. =

“. " COMMENDATION OF THE WITNESS

-Speakingi'lfor- myself, I am. very happy to see you there who can
 interprot whiat the war 1s about-and give and bring to it an estimate and
a judgment which not many people haye had and which' will be very
.important to the O.orrllgress. N '

Mr. McCrosgey. Thank you; sir.. . o
* The CmarrMaN. I think it has heen very helpful to have your
testimony this morning and such testimony is one of the main reasons
‘that maybe what you say about the judgment of the people in the
coming election will come about. = - S

Thank you very much. .

WITNESSES VIEWS ON VIETNAM WAR
Mr. Reporter, I want to put in the record an interview with the
Congressman, S -
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N

Mr. Congressman, do you know the intervieiv— by Lou Cannon? It
does not have a date on it. Was it in February? Put it in the record.
(The information teferred to follows:)

[February, 1970]
Maring VeTERAN ToURS VIgTNaM-—~GOP CoNgREssMaN SAYS WAR “IMMORAL'”
- ., (By Lou Cannon)

WasHINGTON.—A Republican - congressman and former Marine officer has re-
turned from an inspection four-of Vietnam convinced that the United States must

speed itg withdrawal from ““thig immoral war.”?

Rep, Paul N. McGloskey of Califérnia, the man who. eaine to Congress ‘i-n_~1-967' :

by defeating Shirley Temple Black and others in a speecial eloction, inspected
_ Xiet,nag_m on & weeklong trip sponsered by Members of Congress for Peace Through:

" Law. S : .
This 90-member group of essentially anti-Pentagon congressmen from. both
parties paid for MoCloskey's £968 round trip fare to Vietnam in an effort to assess.

-military strategy and withdrawal progress there. .. _ : :
. ‘MeCloskey, a decorated Marine tcombat.officer in the Korean war and a counter-
intelligence reserve officer who latei helped participate in a%_ueril]a. ‘war planning,
emer%e(fl, from his second inspection of Vietnam more eritical of the U.8. role than
evel before, ’ o o :
. The California congressman believes 4hat President Nixon, ‘‘while preserving:
" hisoptions,” is actually embarked on o policy that will leave between 200,000 and
250,000 -American support troops in Vietnam' and frustrate the opportunity for a.
) qoa:iitioF settlemnent énding the war; - ° S

" ‘MeCloskey -also ‘came away convinced that news reports of battles showing
many Communists are killed in proportion tothe American casualties are seriously
migleading. He says the casualty figures of his own Marine regiment, the 5th,
show. that the United States iy faking the maj ority of its casualties from booby

traps in situations where the emiemy takes no casualties at all: :
ut MoCloskey’s strongest-beld perceptions appeared. to  involve neither
;gilil“;ary strategy nor- political timetables but the U:R. participation in the war
itself. : _ . . : . . _
I flew over miles and miles of areas wheve the hamlels and villages had been totally

destroyed.” MceCloskey said.. "I have real reservations that this policy 1s anyihing buf..

a war crime. If you look back to Nuremberg.and our policy in 1848, we insisted that
4t was o war crime to wantonly destroy villages.” o L
. MeCloskey visited Vietnam two years ago shortly after his election to Congresa.
.. While.he was sharply eritical then of the policy the United States was pursuirig,
+ he tended to view the war from the pe‘rspecl?im of an essentially military man who.
was convinced the country was caught-upin 4 war it could not win.- . Ny
“When T .was there two years ago ik was not _,Bfa,r,enp; to me- that . we. were
pursuing - a seorched earth policy;” MeCloskey sai |, “No:one teld me and I
- didn't observe if. This tie the ‘f.fgerzexé;ca.w(a immedidtely apparent,”
. - MeCloskey said. that therpolicy’ of dostroyving vill and¢
+ arens has now hoén largely abandoned because it has l;)een-'”countergqt_'o_du.ctim.”
., Butin thede aroas; vip o ne-tligrd of l‘ie;g@ﬂeuimay_-l)e‘-sliving' an refugée-centers.
and - MoOldskey says: he,is ‘eonvineed tha

25,

- Ib is the “seorched: earth’ poliey ‘that clearly concerns MeCloskey the most.
“This -bothers e more than My Lai,” he says: ; S

. the areas, now edoupied by I Corps-
- and 11 Corps, would: quickly-go Communist when the Aineriean foress withdraw.

wges'in the north and conastal .

e does not want to-eopument on the guilt or innocence of anyone accused of .

the purported: Miy Laiwhurders, but he says that the “‘underlying facts’” are the
. .erders to.destroy villages. - : i

‘ ‘$he _%n(,l_y p.uwpqeezf‘;}f:.' destroying villages was that they gave occasional sheller lo-
the V'C' that come tnto them of provided rice for the VG, McCloskey believes. “It's
exactly what we executed Germans for doing.” . : T .

The situation, he found, was different in the delta ares south and west of
Balgon than in the T Corps and I 'Corps area.

Here, MoCloskey discovered some *‘real progress’ in helpirig viliages to es-

. tablish & modicum of loeal demoeracy and deiense. He thinks it sonceivable that

the Sowth Vietnamese forees in.the delta might be able to survive on their own \'

“after Americant withdrawal. A W K
_But even in the delta, MeCloskey is sharply.critical of American policy.

v
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WHILE PROFESSORS 1IN SOUTHERN ILLINOIS

U N H E E DE D GET READY FOR THE "POSTWAR RECONSTRUCTION

OF VIETNAM," THE VIETNAMESE THEMSELVES

' VOICES SPEAK OUT ON THE FUTURE OF THEIR COUNTRY.

"REPRESSION EQUALS BETRAYAL OF THE PEOPLE": South Vietnamese students protest
police occupation of Saigom University, August 1970, AID's Publie Safety Div-
i8ion supplies and trains the Thieu~Ky regime's police.



August, 1970: Demonstration at the National Assembly to protest election frauds.
"'STOP THE AMERICANS FROM USING ELECTIONS TO CREATE A NEW TRAITOROUS DIEM DICTATOR-
SHIP!"  Until recently slogans did not mention Americans divectly.



Saigon, August 1970: Effigies of Thieu
and Ky.



A comment on American educational
OF FOREIGN [AMERICAN]
etght years SIU has carried oul education programs in Vietnam under grants
$2 million from AID.

programming for Vietnam:

"WE DEMAND REVISION
INSPIRED EDUCATIONAL POLICY.

ENOUGH BRAINWASHING!" For
for
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- KENT STATE

PROF JERRY 'LEWIS
Dept. of Sociology
KENT STATE UN|VERSITY

NOON, THURS.OCT29
'MASUR AUD.,BG.10

MOR’ATORlUM

: ; Before ordering holiday greeting cards this
GREET'NG CAR DS year, look at ours. The Moratorium Committee
et P will again have greeting cards suitable for
' Christmas use, or for other occasions. These
original, non-sectarian cards can be obtained
from Committee members

" For information CALL (evenings or weekends)
Julie Milstein 530-3278

Or Elaine Wilson 387-4744

m LAFAYETTE PARK

BUSSES WILL LEAVE FROM BLDG. 1 at 10:30 AM




Behind the smokescreen of presidential press conferences, the mur-
derous war rolls on and on. Promises of future troop withdrawals can-
not hide the steady flow of flag-draped coffins nor the maimed G.1.’s
whose totals now exceed the wounded of World Wars IorII.

Devastation of the land and the slaughter of civilians continues under
the mask of “Vietnamization” as the U.S. Government tries to impose
the corrupt warlords of Saigon upon the Vietnamese people who
desire only an end to a quarter-century of war.

The cost of the war is ripping our country apart: Inflation, unemploy-
ment, the cost-of-living, and higher taxes continue to plague the
American people, Crisis conditions face the Blacks, the poor, minority
groups, and youth.

In 30 or more cities across the U.S., people from all walks of life will be
registering their votes for peace in marches and rallies on October 31st,
demanding Immediate Withdrawal of All U.S. Troops and Arms from
Southeast Asia. Jointhis pre-election day peace demonstration.

Join Picket Lines 11am-1pm

® The WhiteHouse
® DC Selective Service- 440 G St.nw
@ Internal Revenue-1201 E St.nw

RALLY STARTS 1:30pm at

« LAFAYETTE PARK

Speakers x GuerillaTheatre % Folk Singers

Speakers will include a Vietnamese student @ a Kent State student
¢ community leaders @ prominent locallabor leaders @ area students

WASHINGTON AREA
Wapa PEACE ACTION COALITION 628-5876
815-17th St.,, N.W. Room 503 Washington, D.C. 20002 | 628-6834

Please printand mail in today to; WAPAC
Washington Area Peace Action Coalition P.0.Box 1314, Wheaton, Md. 20902

0 Please put me on your mailing list 0 wishtocontribute$. . . . ....... to WAPAC
NaTE . oot e et e Phone ......................
AdAress . ... e e



THE VIETNAM MORATORIUM COMMITTEE
at NIH/NIMH

presents

3 VETERANS OF

VIETNAM

YOUR CHANCE TO FIND OUT WHAT'S REALLY HAPPENING FROM
@ EX-CAPTAIN ROBERT JOHNSON (WEST POINT '65) AND TWO %
OTHER MEN WHO HAVE BEEN THERE. ASK THEM YOURSELVES! :

NOON, THURS., DEC.10
NIH, BLDG.10, MASUR AUD.

MORATORIUM GREETING CARDS

THE MORATORIUM COMMITTEE NOW HAS GREETING CARDS AVAILABLE FOR USE
AS CHRISTMAS CARDS, NOTE CARDS OR FOR OTHER OCCASIONS, THE CARDS
FEATURE AN ORIGINAL FIVE-COLOUR DESIGN COMMISSIONED EXPRESSLY -BY
THE COMMITTEE FOR THIS ONE-TIME USE, THESE CARDS CANNOT BE BOUGHT
THROUGH ANY COMMERCIYAL SUPPLIERS, AND WE DO NOT ANTICIPATE MAKING
ANY MORE AVAILABLE AFTER THE CURRENT SUPPLY IS EXHAUSTED!

FOR INFORMATICN: JULIE MILSTEIN - 530-3278
ELAINE WILSON - 387-4744
.DISTRIBUTION POINTS: JULIE MILSTEIN, 5509 GREENTIREE ROAD, BETHESDA
DOROTHY STEWART, 5219 ACACIA, BETHESDA

THE VIETNAM MORATORIUM COMMITTEE
at NIH/NIMH

P.0. BOX 834
ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND 20851

For information about meetings and future events, call: 656-6689




— Giip g8, trao dbi véi cic ban b tir khip noi dén.

—  Thudng thirc mdt chiong trinh vin nghé dic sic do
sinh viin trong nuwdc vi hdi ngogi sing tic, duge
trinh dié‘n b&i SVVN tir Phip, Pirc, Bi, Thyy s,
ty tip vé Paris

-~ Cung hit v&i nhau nhifng bii ngei ca qué huong

- yéu diu...

HAY BEN MUTUALITE

Dia chi lién lge cha Dgi hpi : 2, Square des Mimosas Paris 13
: Téléphone : 588 61-87
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' EMERGENCY MORATORIUM

Thursday
May 4th
12 noon

in front of building 1
speaker: DICK GREGORY

Sponsors;

All-Concerned Employees
Federal Employees for Peace-Parklawn
Viet Nam Moratorium Committee at NIH/NIMH



CALL TO ACTION

JUNE 26-27 WASHINGTON, D.C.

In order to exercise our First Amendment right as citizens to petition Congress for a redress of grievances, a
group of more than 150 of us came to Washington on May 24th. We carried our petition {copy enclosed) to
the House of Representatives and presented it to Speaker Carl Albert. He said he would " refer the matter
to an appropriate committee.”’ . ' '

Considering his reply totally inadequate, 94 of us refused to leave the Capitol ""until Congress acts to decide
to end the war.” We deliberately committed an act of civil disobedience by remaining, were arrested and
jailed—most for the first time. ‘

REDRESS: AN EMERGENCY ACTION

We viewed our petitioning of May 24th as a beginning, knowing the only way we can demonstrate our
seriousness is to continue our protest. We now want you to join us in a second petitioning of Congress for
an end to the war. This time we want to confront the Senate—not with 150, but with many hundreds. We
do so both as a response to the escalated air war in {ndochina, and to the Conistitutional crisis at home,
created by an administration that has put aside any pretense of yielding to Congressional or public will.

'OUR PLANS

Most of us who came before—including those who were arrested—intend to return to Washington on Monday
evening, June 26th. We will gather between 6 and 7 P.M. at the Quality Motel, 415 New Jersey Avenue, N.W.
. There we will discuss and finalize the precise plans for the presentation of our redress petition the next day
at the Seante. This evening meeting, June 26th, is crucial, both to develop a commeon sense of purpose and
action, and to provide time to begin projecting how we can continue and expand our protest to the war,

ARRANGEMENTS

Hotel rooms have been reserved, subjéct 1o confirmation a few days before June 26th, so PLEASE CONTACT
THE REDRESS OFFICE IF YOU ARE PLANNING TO COME: (202) 785-3IIt, 1322 I18th Street, N.W.,
Washington, D.C. Each person is responsible for their own transportation and hotel accommodations.

OUR BASIC PRINCIPLES

Cur purpose remains that of bringing all American ground, air, naval, and economic involvem_ent in Indochina
_ . to an immediate end. We believe that domestic protest is, perhaps, the only remaining restraint on the total
- destruction of the societies of Indochina, so we act on the basis of these four principles: :

: 1, We;%re, for the most part, of the professions—arts, sciences, religious and academic disciplines. We will

- cooperate with other organizations, and we welcome support in our attempt to reach all other sectors of
sOciety, but we wish, at this time, to mobilize large numbers of professionals like ourselves in our resistance to
the war. -

2. We shal} continue to embrace the basic American principle of a restored constitutionality and a redress
of grievances. We are convinced of the appropriateness and effectiveness of this principle, and of the possibility
of bringing together people of divergent views with this principle.

‘ 3. We wish aléo to create an expanding circle of people committed to non-violent civil disobedience. We
believe that sustained and increasingly wide-spread civit disobedience will have a profound political impact and
could be a major force in ending the war.

.4. We stand on the Nuremberg principle of the responsibility of citizens to oppose their country’s war crimes.
“Though the actions we propose are modest, we take seriously the question of the individual’'s responsibility in a
country that has lapsed into daily crimes of war.

. In all these ways, we are a group of citizens coivinced that responsibility lies in opposing the crimes of our own
society even to the point of non-violent civil disobedience. We seek your support and hope that you will join us
in Washington, June 26-27.



BANDUNG (ASIAN-AFRICAN) CONFERENCE, April, 1955
from George McT. Kahin, “The Asian-African Conf.," Cornell U. Press,1956

20 cpimtries attended

29 countries attended: Afghanistan, Burma, Cambo, Ceylon, China, India,
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Japan, Jordan, Laos, Lebanon, Nepal, Pakistan,
Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Thailand, Turkey, N.Viet, S.Viet, Yemen,
Egypt . Ethiopia, Gold Coast, Liberia, Libya, Sudan.

Idea originated with Idnonesia in spring, 1954,

p13: "Norodom's approach was gentle and dindirect, but it was clear to the

delgates what he was driving at [Chinal. As did the Laotian delegation, he supported
the Five Principles of Co-Existence, but he went further, stating that Cambo was
"independent and neutral,’ steering a course /towards the community of neutral
nations--among them India and Burma.' Having taken this position, Cambo, he said,
had ‘the dangerous privilege of standing the test and application of the Pancha
Shila [Five Principles]....It will be the task of the more powerful nations to

set the example, to give proofs and guarantees to the smaller nations.'"

Thailand espec. worried about subversion and their 3 mi1l Chnese citizens.

In Final Communique, participants pledged to %k principles including:

"5. Respect for the right of each nation to defend itself singly or
collectively, in conformity with the Charter of the Untied Nations

"6a Abstention from the use of arrangements of collective defense to
serve the particular interests of any of the big powers.

b Abstention by any country from exerting pressures on other countries."

PRIME MINISTER JAWAHARLAL NEHRU's Closing Speech Apr. 24, 1955:

"Europe has gotk into the habit of thinking -- also other great
countries in America or Europe, whatever their political persuasion
ma6é be =-- that their quarrels are the world's w quarrels, and therefore
the world must submit to them this way or that way. Well, I do not
quite follow that reasoning., I do not want anybody to guarrel in
Europe, Asia or America, but if at least others guarrel, why should I
quarrel and why -should I be gy dragged into their guarrels and wars? I
just do not understand it.. herefore, I hope we shall keep away from
these quarrels and exercise our will not to w guarrel."...

"Are we copies of Europeans or Americans or Russians? What are we?
‘We are Asians ort fricans. We are none else. If we are camp followers
of Russia or America or any other country.of BEurope, it is, if I may
say so, not very creditable to our dignity, our new independence, our

new freedom, our new spiritx and our B new self-reliance."

Africa and Asia are "sister continents"
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Dear Editor:
Iwas saddened to leam of the ¢atastrophe that befell
Rapid City, S.D., on June 10, As acitizen of a country
subjected to so many artificial catastrophes over apefi
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QUOTES FROM NIKON'S SPEECH, MAY & ,197%

'AS | ANNOUNCED N MY REPORT
;TU THE NAT'ON TWELVE DAYS AGO, |
THE ROLE OF THE UNITED STATES

IN RESISTING THIS INVASION HAS
“BEEN LIMITED TO AR AND NAVAL
STRIKES ON MILITARY TARGETS
N NORTH AND SOUTH VIETNAM.

meouauoUr THE WAR /N
VIETNAM , THE UNITED STATES
HAS EXERCISED A DEGREE |
OF RESTRAINT UNPRECEDENTED |

N THe ANNALS OF WAR "

'BY SIMPLY GETTING OUT WE
L WoULp onpy WORSEN THE
. BLooos;.u;D




YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE

At the Nuremberg ftrials the principle was
accepted that individuals cannot morally and
legally hide behind “orders from above.” In
a democracy each citizen is responsible for
domestic and foreign policy; his voice and
his vote determine decisions in Washington.
You by your study or indifference, by your
silence or your letters to your Senators, you
are shaping United States policy concerning
Vietnam. Participate vigorously in the Viet-
nam Emphasis of your church.

' you want a leaflet on what to read or how
to handle this issue in your local church write
to: Service Center, 7820 Reading Road, Cin-
cinnati, Ohio 45237, and ask for free copies
of WHAT CAN | DO ABOUT VIETNAM?
and VIETNAM PRIMER: POLITICAL BACK-
GROUND OF THE WAR IN VIETNAM,

Joint Program of the Board of Missions and the Board
of Christian Social Concerns of The Methodist Church
Order free of charge (except for postage and handling
in quantity: 20 copies 25¢, 50 copies 45¢, 100 copies
65¢) from

SERVICE CENTER
7820 Reading Road * Cincinnati, Ohic 45287

Litho in WLS.A.—150th M D197(180)-D-3-68-75M-JB




A WORLD VIEW OF THE VIETNAM WAR

Some American Methodists support Presi-
dent Johnson in his Viethnam policy. They
agree with his comment that “If we are driven

from the field in Vietnam, then no nation can

ever again have the same confidence in
American promise or American protectjon.”
The position of many Americans is that of
the Marine who wrote, ‘| am fighting to pro-
tect and maintain a democratic society . . .
{ don’t like being here, but | am doing a job
that must be done. | am fighting an inevitable
enemy that must be fought, now or later.”
The sincerity of those who support the war
cannot be doubted and must be respected.
Also, whatever the position we take, we all
share a common concern for the Americans
who face danger in Vietnam as they perform
the tasks that their government has set for
them.

On the other hand, there are American
Methodists who either have grave doubts
about the President’s policy or are definitely
opposed to it. For example, on November 12,
1966, the Council of Bishops said: “As the
Council of Bishops of The Methodist Church,
we announce our readiness for representa-
tives of our church to assemble with other
representative religious leaders of the Judeo-
Christian tradition, and indeed of all the
world’s great religious traditions, to assess
our common obligations to all humanity in this
crucial hour and to deliberate on what initi-
atives people of all religious persuasion
might undertake in order to avert disaster.
Such a world consultation might well take
place in Asia or at any other location which
could be unitedly determined.”

All Americans serving their government in
the war in Vietnam do not see it in the same
way. For example one soldier wrote to his
parents: “Today we went on a mission and
I'm not very proud of myself, my friends, or
my country. We burned every hut in sight.
It was a small rural network of villages and
the people were incredibly poor. My unit
burned and plundered their meager posses-
sions.”' An American relief worker asked,
“Do you understand what it is like to live in
an 'insecure’ area and to have a plane un-
load its bombs and then strafe your village

without mercy because someone fired at hin
with a rifle? Can you begin to imagine the
horror of being in a village where the planes
come in dropping fragmentation bombs tc
drive the people into the open and then fol
lowing with napalm and phosphorous bomb:s
to get an ‘effective kill'? Do you know tha
at least five civilians are killed or woundec
for every one combatant in Vietnam?"

At its annual meeting in Portland, Oregon
April 10-13, 1967, The Methodist Board o
Christian Social Concerns® by a vote of 3¢
to 0 with 3 abstentions said, “This carnage
cannot be the will of God and we must wit
all our energy demand that it cease. . . . We
urge the United States government immedi.
ately to initiate necessary steps leading tc
the withdrawal of all of its forces from Viet
nam in a manner to be determined by
negotiation.”

In January, 1967 the Annual Meeting of The
Methodist Board of Missions affirmed thal
“The Methodist Church should work witt
great urgency at this time to bring an enc
to the war in Vietnam.”

In June, 1967 the General Board of the Na-
tional Council of Churches urged the Unitec
States to stop unconditionally the bombing
of North Vietnam and to seek United Nations
assistance in ending the war. Theologians
such as Reinhold Niebuhr and Harvey Cox:
scholars; senators such as Wayne Morse
and Thurston Morton; the editors of Saturday
Review, The Christian Century, and Com-
monweal; Methodist bishops; and many
others have opposed United States policy
so strongly that this war is the most unpopular
since the Mexican War of 1848.

THE ISOLATION OF THE UNITED STATES

A great many nations and church bodies
believe that United States policy in Vietnam
is either questionable, immoral, imperialistic

! For the full text of this letter, write to Clergy and Laymen Con-
cemed About Vietnam, Room 1610, 475 Riverside Drive, New York,
New York 10027, and ask for the leaflet "We Burned Every Hut.'
B¢, 40/81,

 This Board was established in 1980 "'to lift up before the members
of the church . . . the Christian concemn for social rightecusness,
to analyze the issues which confront the nation and the world , . .
and to propose Christlan lines of action.”



or illegal. Whereas in the Second World War
we had powerful European allies and in the
Korean War the sanction of the United Na-
tions Security Council, in the Vietnam war
only three small Asian and two Pacific nations
with a total population of about 100 million
are giving us military assistance (South
Korea, Philippines, Thailand, New Zealand,
and Australia). Moreover, even in some of
these nations public opinion is not solidly
behind the governments. In Australia the
party which had in its platform a plank oppos-
ing Australian participation in the war polled
42 per cent of the vote. In New Zealand
President Goodman of The Methodist Church
stated publicly in May, 1965, “The decision
to send a combat unit to fight in Vietnam will
be as deeply regretted as it has been op-
posed by a large cross-section of New Zea-
land citizens.”

At a peace rally in New York City, Gunner
Myrdal, the famous Swedish scholar, de-
clared that not a single government in Europe
would dare send a squad of soldiers to Viet-
nam in support of United States policy, that
the American government was increasingly
entering into political and moral isolation,
and that the Vietnam war had caused the
world to disassociate itself from American
foreign policy. In April, 1967 Foreign Minister
Fanfani of ltaly criticized United States re-
sumption of air attacks on North Vietnam. In
the summer of 1966 the annual conference
of The Methodist Church in Great Britain
adopted almost unanimously a resolution
which condemned ‘the misguided policy
pursued by the United States government
throughout this conflict.”

A CONTINUATION OF FRENCH POLICY

In 1875 the French bombarded Taiwan and
Foochow to break the already tenuous hold
which China had over Indochina. Long be-
fore then French troops had entered that
area at the urging of Catholic converts to
help a political leader sympathetic to French
interests.

Toward the end of the Second World War
President Roosevelt favored a trusteeship for
Indochina until it was able to plan its own
government. An eight-year war of rebellion

took place under Ho Chi Minh, who had been
an ally of the Free French and the United
States. Finally persistent and strong opposi-
tion to the war among French citizens and
the defeat at Dien Bien Phu caused France
to quit Indochina.

CONCERN ABOUT OUR ROLE IN VIETNAM

The Geneva Agreements of 1954 affirmed:
1—that the 1Tth parallel was “provisional and
should not in any way be interpreted as a
political or territorial boundary;” 2—that in
July, 1956, general elections should be held;
3—that no foreign power should establish
military bases in Vietnam,

Many governments and many church leaders
believe that the United States has violated
these three provisions. Three months after
the Geneva Agreements President Eisen-
hower wrote to Diem concerning economic
aid for the purpose of “developing and main-
taining a strong viable state.” Diem and the
United States refused to do anything about
elections under international supervision. As
is well known, we first sent military advisors




to Diem in 1955 and later established many
military bases manned by American troops.
The Geneva Agreements assumed the unity
of Vietnam. “Foreign” military presence ap-
plies much more to United States than to
North Vietnamese soldiers.

?

THE UNITED STATES HAS BY-PASSED
THE UNITED NATIONS

If the United Nations is to become strong,
it must be used. It will be as weak as or as
strong as its members ‘make it. In Vietnam
the United States has actéd unilaterally with-
out the agreement or support of the United
Nations. All members of the United Nations
have promised to take all disputes to the
UN before using force. Our case for bomb-
ing North Vietnam would have been stronger
if we had taken whatever evidence we had of
North Vietnam aggression against the United
States destroyers Maddox and Turner to the
Security Council.*

Especially tragic has been American lack of
confidence in Secretary-General U Thant, a
Buddhist from Southeast Asia. During 1963
and 1964, while Adlai Stevenson was Ambas-
sador to the UN, .U Thant arranged two
- opporttunities for representatives of Hanoi
and Washington to talk, but Washington did
not agree. in recent months Thant has re-
peatedly urged that the United States un-
conditionally stop bombing North Vietnam,
declaring that he is confident that such action
will help bring about negotiations, but the
bombing is not only continued, it is escalated.
Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill of the Episcopal
-Church once said, “No nation is good enough
or wise enough to chart its own course with-
out the morai restraint of other nations.”

A DISTORTED VIEW OF COMMUNISM

The leaders of churches and governments
abroad often suggest that concerning com-
munism the United States:be less emotional
and" more.. thoughtful. Communist govern-
ments have been, cruel and oppressive, espe-

- 3 A group of scholars tompetent in intsrational law has published a
book of 160 pages, Vistnam and Interngtional Law, in which it is
_stated; ""The U. 8, has not fulfilled iis obligation toward the UN.

It failed to seek a peaceful solution as prescribed by the Charter.”
Cokesbury, $2,

cially in their eatlier years, but they also enjc
the support of many of their citizens becaus
of their elevation of the status of womer
their emphasis upon child care, their attentio
to universal education, and their expansio
of health services. There is much variatio
in Communist societies. The growing intere:
in international cooperation of Communis
nations is: demonstrated by their contribe
tions to the regular budget of the Unite
Nations and to specialized agencies such a
World Health, UNESCO, and UNICEF. ,

The chief defense against communism i
internal strength. If a nation has honest an
representative government, if the people hav
a satisfactory measure of economic securit
and social justice, if there is a sincere attach
ment to democracy and religion by  th
people, communism has no appeal.

Many Vietnamese Buddhists do not want .
Communist government but they are equall
opposed to continued American militan
presence,

UNITED STATES MILITARY POWER
IMMODERATE AND MERCILESS

't seems to some Americans that we are
fighting a strong and powerful enemy whe
hides in the jungle and strikes mercilessly
without warning. But to many goverhment:
and churches our image is like that of the
Soviet Union waging war against Finland. The
United States, the greatest military power or
earth, is using its most sophisticated weapons
against a peasant people of 15 million with
virtually no air force or navy. We seem like
the sportsmen of the |ast century who killed
buffalo from trains speeding across the
prairie. -

Weapons which destroy the innocent along
with the guilty are being used in all parts of
Vietnam. The anti-personnel bomb contains
600 spheres, each of which contains 200
pellets, which fly out in all directions when
the bomb nears the ground. Tons of napalm
not only burn huts and crops but reach a
temperature of 1,000 degrees upon human
flesh which it literally melts into grotesque
shapes, if the person survives. For a Christian
the comment that the Vietcong are also cruel
is no answer,



Give SomeTime
to Help
Unsell theWar:




Public Service Announcements forTelevision.

1. CITIZEN :50

Video: Testimonial by Henry Fonda

Audio: When | was a kid, | used to be
really proud of this country. | thought that this
was a country that cared about people, no matter
who they were or where they came from.

But now, when | see my country engaged in
an endless war, a pushbution war in which
American pilots and electronic technicians are
killing thousands of Asians, without even seeing
who they kill . . . when | see us each week step-
ping up the tonnage of bombs dropped on Indo-
china ... then | don't feel so proud any more.
Because | thought that was what the bad
countries did ... not my country,

What can you do about it? Well, this is slill a
demaccracy, isn't it?

N

7. MOTHER BOMB :60

Video: An older woman sitting in her living
room.

Audio: Qur Air Force has developed a new
kind of bomb. It's calleg the Mother Bomb. Each
Mother Bomb contains 640 baby bombs, which
are full of hard, steel pellets. The Mother Bombs
release the Baby Bombs, which explode and
scatter the peliets over an area the size of ten
football fields . . . with enough force to puncture
the head, or chest or stomach of a North Viet-
namese soldier, or a water buffalo . . , or a baby,

We're dropping thousands and thousands of
thase Mother Bombs on the people of Vietnam,
Cambodia and Laos.

Let's hear it for Motherhood and the flag.

2: PEACE PLAN :30

Video: Footage of approaching aircraft,
bombs falling, expléding on the ground.

Audio: The ground war was ending. Qur
treops were.coming home. However, there was
cne thing we were leaving behind . . . an air war
worse than ever.

Even before we hit Hanci and Haiphong, our
airplanes were dropping over 50,000 tons of
bombs in Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam. This was
morg than 2% Hiroshimas every month. And now
it has exploded into more and more and more.

It seems cur government's peace plan
is & bomb.

8. | AM WAR :30

Video: Man in a dark suit, dramatically lit
against a black background.

Audio: | am war, Help me kill. All you have
to do . ..is do nothing.

Don't protest. Den't write your congressman.

In fact, you can do me a favor. Don’t even
think about me,

| am war. Help me klll.

God Help Us.

3. THANK GOD :30

Video: Words on screen with quick f
of still photos.

Audio: The American Government has
450,000 of our men back from Vietnam.

Thank God for that.

The American casualties have fallen fr
1,400 a month to less than 100.

Thank God for that.

But the American Government is still
1,500 tons of bombs every day on the m
women and children of Vietnam, Laos ar
Cambodia.

God help us.

9. UNCLE SAM :60

Video: Uncle Sam describes an elect
sensor.

Audio: If you're wondering about your
Southeast Asia, well, it's going just fine. !
figured out ways to keep on killing fots o
without them Killing lots of us.

This thing that looks like a jungle plant
electrenic device that we drop from an ¢
Whenever a warm body comes near it or
ground, it sends out a signal and we ser
our bombers and zap that target good an
proper! The only drawback is wa’re nevs
sure whether we killed an enemy or a frie
a child, or even a water buffalo. But wh
ts, we kill 'em good and dead, and we ne\
get our hands dirty,

Makes you kind of proud, doesn't it?

What can you do about it? Well, this is
democracy, isn't it?



4. COMPUTER :30

Video: Shots of a computer's rotating reels
and print-out sheets.

Audio: In background, voices of pilot and
ground control operater, relaying messages
about bombing raid: “We have target lock-in...”
"Roger, final for full ordnance delivery .. ." "we
have delivery .. .” “looks like a jackpot . .."
“system recycle . . ."

Anncr, (VO): They keep finding new ways to
end the war. Yet somehow the killing goes on
and on.

5. JUNGLE :60

Video: Newsman standing in jungle, demon-
strating electronic sensar.

Audio: Reporting from the Ho Chi Minh Trail
to show you one of the new developments here
in Southeast Asia. This may ook like an ordinary
plant. Actually, it's a sensor device, When a
warm body comes near this weapon, the infor-
mation is transmitted to a computer, then to air-
craft and drones who drop the bombs.

The only drawback is that sometimes what
comes near it is an animal, a child, a woman. . . .
Sound of a2 bomb falling as screen goes to

black,

Anncr. {VC): Our policy in Vietnam is a bomb.

6. CHARLIE SUTTON :60

Video: An ordinary citizen is seen walking hi
dog on a smalliown street.

Audio: Anncr. (VO): Charlie Sutton is the
foreman of a packing plant in Wilkesville, Ohic
belongs to the All-City Bowling League, and
likes to walk his dog on Sunday morning. He
contributes regularly to the United Crusade, T
Salvation Army, and the Seventh Street Cong!
gational Church. He also contributes regularl
to the new war in Southeast Asia: the air war.

Just last week, Charlie helped pay for the
bombing of about seven villages, about 200
farms, about 3,000 men, women and children.

What can he do aboul it? Well, this is still a
demaocracy, isn't it?

10. SHRINKING AMERICAN :60

Video: Man standing next to a bomb, holding a
dollar bill, getting smalier and smaller as the
spot progresses,

Audio: You and this dollar bill have a lot in
common. Look at it this way: You've written your
Congressman te end the war. But the bombs
keep on falling.

You've protested and signed petitions. But the
bombs keep on falling.

So if you think the government values you and
your opinion, I've got news for you:

The American dollar isn't the only thing that's
shrinking.

11. WE BOMB :60

Video: Silent footage of alrcraft approaching,
bombs falling, bombs exploding on the ground.
Audlo: Anncr. (VO): We bomb the villages

and destroy them. We bomb the crops and
destroy them. We, you and |, drop bombs
brilliantly designed to kili and wound farming
people, because we have a strategy. The strategy
is fo terrorize the rural population, causing them
to flee into the cities, and thus cause great
unrest, and thus keep our pressure on [ndo-
china. And we've been doing it all along, long
before we hit Hanoi and Haiphong.

And isn’t it interesting that we can do this
now with little risk to curselves, without ground
troops, and- merely destroy people, their farms
and homes, through automation, without even
having t¢ see what we destroy? There are some
of us who call this immoral, and some who call
it genocide, But still it goes on.

What can you do about it? Well, this is still a
democracy, isn't it?

12. SOMEDAY :30

Video: Stock footage of airplanes, hombs,
and devastated countryside.

Audio: Anncr. (VO): Someday you're going
learn the truth about the American bombing of
Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia. Someday you'r
going to learn the truth about how many men,
women and children cur bombs have killed an
wounded. Someday you're going to learn the
truth about how many men, women and childr
our bombs have made homeless. Someday
you're going 1o learn the truth about what's
going on right now.,

And you know what you're going to say?

What could | do about it?



Radi:o Commercials

to Help
Unsell the War.

Commercials are
Sent Free
to Media Outlets.

R-40

R-41

R-42

R-43

R-44

R-45

R-46

- R-47

R-48

R-49

R-50

“Citizen.” Henry Fonda talks about how the endless bombmg
war makes him feel about his country

“Our Government’s Peace Plan.” A reminder that, although
the ground war is ending for Americans, the bombing goes
on and on.

“Thank God.” American troops are coming home. Thank God
for that. We are still dropping 1,500 tons of bombs on Indo-
china every day. God help us.

“Mother Bomb.” A woman describes the effects of the Ameri-
can anti-personnel weapons known as Mother Bombs.

“I Am War.” A personification of war asks the audience to help
him kill by doing nothing to stop him.

“We Bomb.” Talks about the continuing American bombing
strategy in'Southeast Asia. Announcer asks: “‘What can you
do about it? Well, this is still a democracy, isn't it?”

“Anti-War Read_ing‘s ” Readings from powerfu! anti-war
passages in literature by leading actors.

“Nobody Left.” Sounds of children playing. Announcer asks
us to realize that before they became casualty figures they
were human beings.

“American Wasteland.” Sound of buzzing fly becomes the
hum of aircraft. “What began as a nuisance has become an
overwhelming disaster.”

“Stop Counting.” A child complains that she is tired of count-
ing. Announcer points out that many Americans are also tired
of counting deaths and bomb tonnage.

“Someday.” The narrator tells the audience that someday
they will learn the truth about what American bombs are
doing to Vietnam right now.

Thank you for your interest in Unsell. Please cut out coupon below
and mail to Help Unsell the War: A Project of Clergy and Laymen
Concerned, 637 West 125th Street, New York, N.'Y. 10027

(212) 749-8518, or (for states west of the Mississippi River) P.O. Box

4453, San Francisco, CA 94101 (415) 824-3885.
[ o T e i i e e e e e e e 1A e e e e . S e e e e —
I I'd like to donate time on my station to the Unsell campaign. i
I Please send me the commercials checked —free of charge. |
I - I
I Name :
: TV or Radio Station }
I Address ' I
I City State Zip I
{
Radio Commercials Television Commercials (16 mm. on |
One 5-inch reel containing individual reels). =
all spots. 7% ips. )
Tv-1 [Tv2 [Tv-3 [Tv-4 [Tv-5 [TV |
!
J
TV-7 | TV-8 Tv-9 TV-10 | TV-11 | TV-12 }
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Help Unsell the War:

What Itls: : ' 3 : :

Help Unsell the War is a nationwide pubhc service advertlsmg
campaign-designed to educate and motivate the American people .
to act to end the war in Indochina. The Unsell ads were produced by
professional creative and production people from the advertising
industry, who donated their time and talent to this effort. Television
and radio stations, newspapers and magazines are urged to run the
Unsell material as a publlc service to their audiences and

communities.
How It All Began:

Unsell was originally organized by Yale student Ira Nerken and
David McCall, _president of LaRoche, McCaffrey, McCall advertising
agency in New York. In March, 1971, they gathered together more
than 300 men and women in the advertising field who donated a mil-
lion dollars worth of advertisements for all types of media — the
largest contnbutlon ‘ever made for a single peace effort.

The creation of the advertising completed the first step of the
campaign. Nerken and his associates then sought the help of a
national organization with a grass-roots constituency to coordinate
the campaign, to increase the visibility of Unsell, and to bring the
campaign to local communities around the country. Clergy and

- Laymen Concerned, a nationwide ecumenical peace group, took on
the Unsell project in September, 1971,

Since then, there has been gratifying success in getting the Unsell
material run as a public service on'television and radio stations in
every state in the country. -

The Air War Campalgn ¢ Help Unsell the War Phase ||

While local organizers and community peace groups were busy
distributing this material to their local stations, a new Unsell office
was set up in San Francisco to facilitate the campaign in the western
regions of the country. Unsell-West was also in charge of working
with west coast advertising people on a new series of ads to-update . -

~ the campaign. The new material, now offered here, concentrates on

the continuing air war in Indochina, which belies the common belief |
that American involvement in the war is "wmdmg down.” Although

. ground troops are being withdrawn, their strength has been replaced
" by massive air and sea support, and the death and destruction in
-Indochina continues unabated. We feel that it is important to balance

the record on this isssue of vital cohcern to the American people —
their nation and its resources are still inextricably involved in awar
halfway around the world which has gone on far too long. These new
commercials present the facts about this air war, and ask, “Isn't there
something we can do about |t?” “Yes. This is still a democracy, isn't it?”’



Prominent
Ad Executives

Support Unsell.

A Few Words About

Clergy and

Laymen Concerned.

From its beginnings in 1971, the Help Unsell the War campaign’s
main support and creative base has come from the dedicated people
in the advertising industry who have donated their time and resources
to the cause of peace. Below are some of those who agreed to serve
on the Unsell Advertising Committee (partial list).

Carl Ally, Chalrmarn Lewis I. Haber Jim Nelson, Exec. Vice Fresident

Carl Ally Inc. Vice President-Medla Dir. Hosier, Disterich & Brown

Arnold Arlow, Exec, Vice President The Shaller-Rubln Company, Inc. Edward N. Ney, President

Martin Landey, Arlow Advertlsing, Inc. Bill Honig, Chalrman Young & Rubicam, Inc.

Bud Arnold Honig-Cooper & Harringion Robert M, Okaner

The Maxwell Arnold Agency John T. Hughes Co-Creative Director

Pater A. Berla, Sen. Vice Fresidant Yice President-Media Dir. Dawid, Oksner & Mitchnack, Ine.

Carl Ally In. Woells, Rich, Greene, Inc. Kanneth §. Olshan

Paul J. Ceravatt, Sen, Vice President Leo Kelmenson, President Sen. Vice President

Intarpublic Group of Gompaniss, Inc. Kenyon & Eckhardt, Inc. John Rockwelt & Assouiates, Inc.
Ralph Carson, Chairman ¢ LeeKing, Pres. & Creative Director Charles A. Richardson, Vice President

Carson & Roberts, Inc. Edward H. Weiss & Company Tinker-Pritchard Wood Assoclates, Inc.

Maxwsll Dane Denald B. Kraft, President Martin L. Smith, Secrefary

Chm. Exscutive Committes Kraft, Smith & Lows, Inc, Smith/Greanland Gompany, Ino.
Doyla Dane Batbach Inc. ! Alox 8. Kroll . Martin Solaw, President

Guy Day Executive Vice President, Solow/Waexton, Ing,

Chiat/Day, tnc. . Creative Diraclor Walter E, Stabb, Chairman

John De Garmo, President «  Young & Rubicam, Inc. SFM Medla Servica Corp. .

de Garmo, Ing. Shepard Kurnit, Chairman Walter Tarry, £xec, Vice Prasident
Bruce M. Dodge, Chalrman DK@, Inc, D'Arcy, MacManus, Intermarco, Inc.
Dodge & Delano Inc, Donald Kurtz, President James J, Tommaney, Sen. V. P.-Media,
Laurence D. Dunat, Prosident Kurtz Kambanis Symon Inc. Broadcasting, Aesearch

Danisl & Charles, Inc. Lester Leber, Chairman LaRoche, McCatfray and McCall, Ing,

Ted H. Factor, Senior Vice President Leber Katz Partners Inc. Alan R. Tripp, Chalrman
Doyle, Dane, Bernbach, inc. - Rlchard 8. Lessler, Chalrman The BTHB Group

Pater Gaer, President Grey Advertislng, Inc. Sam B. Vitt, President
Geer, Du Bois & Co,, Inc. George Lols, President Vitt Media International, Inc.

Richard Gershan, President Lols Holland Catleway no. Douglas Warren, Chairman
Independent Media Sarvices, Ing, James J. McCaffray, Chalrman Warren, Muller & Dolobowsky, Inc.
Richard L. Gllbert, fresident LaRochs, McCaifrey and McCall, Inc.  Giiff wilton, Presicent

Gilbert Advartising Agenay, Inc. Righard K. Manoff, Chairman Wilton-Coombs & Colnatt, Inc.

Richard K, Menoff, Inc. Fred Wittner, President
Lec Greenland, President '
Smltﬁ ,Eﬁean,and'g‘f,m‘;,w Inc. Robsrt 8. Marker, Chalrman Fred Wittner Company, Inc.
e MeCann-Erickson, Inc.

CLERGY AND LAYMEN CONCERNED (CALC) was organized
in December, 1965 as a national emergency committee against the
Vietnam war. Since then, ithas grown to be a recognized ecumenical
peace group supported by over 41,000 persons. CALC strives to give
continued and visible evidence of its opposition to the war in a num-
ber of ways apart from its Help Unsell the War project: -

GALC helps support 20 locally staffed groups around the country.

- CALC publishes AMERICAN REPORT, a unique weekly news-
paper that covers the war in Southeast Asia, the movement at home,
Third World politics, and the political implications of our individual
moral and religious committments.

CALC publishes and distributes a wide variety of books and
literature, including a new book titled: Military Chaplains: From a
Religious Military to a Military Religion, edited by Dr. Harvey G. Cox.

In addition, CALC sponsors a nationwide daily radio program,
also called AMERICAN REPORT. It is a four minute digest of facts in
perspective, presented by experts, In the form of personal commentary.

CO-CHAIRMEN OF CLERGY AND LAYMEN CONCERNED

Dr. John C. Bennett Sister Mary Luke Tobin
President Emeritus Superior General
Union Theological Seminary Loretto Mother House
Bishop John J. Dougherty Nerinx, Kentucky
Auxiliary Bishop of Newark Rabbi Abraham J. Heschel

Mrs. Corstta Scott King Professor, Jewish Theological
Atlanta, Georgia Seminary of America






wHAT IS GOING VIET

to HAPPEN INNAM?

Will the United States become a permanent police .
force in Asia? Will continued escalation lead to war
with China and Russia with the threat of the yse of
nuclear weapons? Will de-escalation threaten our se-
curity? Is it possible to achieve peace militarily when
economic and political turmoil remains? Are negotia-
tions possible at the present time?

Can we accept or even comprehend the casualties of
this war—the destruction of family and village life of
a people who for the last 25 years have known only
war. A war in which American soldiers die in mounting
numbers. and which has such a high proportion of civil-
ian casualties, especially children.

How are we responding to this crisis—searching in
anguish for a responsible end to this war; refusing to
get involved because we don’t know what to do?

The United States involvement in the Vietnam crisis
does demand much of its citizens. Our responsibility
in a democracy is always great, but at this time of
conflict it becomes vital. As our country becomes more
and more involved in the war in Vietnam, the level
of confusion, emotion and subjectivity is intensified.
Are we able, in the midst of such controversy and
frustration, to examine our own presuppositions about
how policy is to be made, what is patriotic and what
is not, how dissent is to be handled and what our
next steps should be?

This war has been the object of more uneasiness and
criticism about our policies than any other war in
which we have been involved. Yet, even though we
hedr daily about the war, most of us do not feel we
really understand what brought about the present situa-
tion, how we got there and what is behind the differ-
ing policies and disagreements that are constantly ex-
pressed.

How then can we act responsibly today? It is with this
question utmost in mind that the Board of Missiens and
Board of Christian Social Concerns of The Methodist
Church have initiated and placed high priority on a Joint
Vietnam Emphasis. The Boards are hoping that every
church will begin or continue to study the complexities
and moral issues raised by the war and, out of this study,
act on their concerns.

ARE THERE TWO SIDES?

One thing that prevents real debate on the Vietnam
war s’ the tendency of people to want to follow the
more usual procedure and reduce all the examinations
of this problem to “two sides” It may well be that
we have only one side——many people, all wanting the
United States to follow the policy they believe. will

insure the peace and security of the United States an
the rest of the world, but differing about what wi
achieve this end. The government has this objectiv
All those who discuss Vietnam responsibly, no matt
how radically they disagree with the government vies
are also trying to achieve these same .ends.

It is very important to understand this because if w
classify positions as “sides” we tend to make deba
virtually impossible. What needs doing is the examin:
tion of the presuppositions on which various thinkin
is - based,

WHAT ARE SOME PRESUPPOSITIONS?

What are the presuppositions of United States foreig
policy? How valid are the presuppositions? What argu
ments support them and where do they lead us?

Can the United States police the world unilaterally
especially since Great Britain has announced its inten
fion of withdrawing from her last important oversea
posts during the next ten years? '

Is competition with communism the main determinat
of our foreign policy?

What are our presuppositions concerning the ofter
conflicting goals of stability and an economic and so
cial revolution?

PROBLEMS

Dissent to present policy is not limited fo extreme
views, but includes many alternatives which do nof
favor either escalation or complete withdrawal, Are
people aware of these views?

How do we judge priorities: military expenditures, cos!
of human suffering, economic and social destruction
of Vietnam, security?

What are the effects of propaganda on the United
States public? What is war-mentality and how does i
affect the way people react to a war which is taking
place many miles away?

Is there an increasing questioning of ihebright of the
individual ‘to speak his convictions? Does this have
dangers? Is it necessary?

INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE AND THERE ARE MANY
WAYS TO BECOME INVOLVED. HOWEVER, EVERY-
THING DEPENDS UPON PEOPLE ACTUALLY COMMIT-
TING THEMSELVES TQO THE TASK.

SUGGESTED PROJECTS

LOCAL CHURCH

BEGIN a study project. Use the Vietnam Emphasis Primer,
a basic information pamphlet (see bibliography) as study
guide and assign readings on Vietnam using the bibliog-
raphy of this pamphlet. Discuss the statements of the



Boards of The Methodist Church on Vietnam and com-
pose your own statement as you study. The group might
then present its statement to a general meeting of the
church and explain their conclusions based on that study.

FOCUS on the problem of dissent in time of war, Use
as case studies recent events such as General Westmore-
land’s speech in Congress, the trial of Captain Levy who
vefused on moral grounds to teach cerfain medical
practices to army personnel, extremist group statements,
the move to repeal the First Amendment. Read.the
leaflet, “The Right to Dissent” by Dean Kelley. Express
your views through letters to local papers or take an
ad in the newspaper.

FORM a committee whose function is to keep church
members informed of events, insert material in the
weekly bulletin, set up a Vietnam library, prepare bulle-
tin boards with information on groups helping the vic-
tims of the war, have a free literature table and prepare
a list of local speakers on Vietnam.

EMPHASIZE Southeast Asia in church school. This might
include such topics as the religion, culture, traditions
of Southeast Asia. Study such concepts as what justifies
war, Christians’ citizenship role in time of war, prob-
lems of dealing with moral and political considera-
tions.

CONDUCT a three evening discussion series, Commis-
sion on Social Concerns could set up Vietnam programs
in the local church or community. Political leaders,
teachers, ministers may be asked to speak, Provide op-
portunity for discussion. Vietnam Emphasis has a record
on which Dr. Arthur Fleming, formerly in the Eisen-
hower Cabinet and now President of the National Coun-
cil of Churches and President of the University of
Oregon, encourages such discussion,

USE U Thant tape on Vieinam. At any meeting on Viet-
nam it would be educational to hear the voice of the
Secretary-General of the United Nations whose home is
in Southeast Asia. The tape contains the remarks which
U Thant made before a citizens’ group at the United
Nations about Vietnam. It may be obtained for $4 from
Vietham Emphasis, We recommend the use of mimeo-
graphed texts of the message (25 for $1) so that people
hearing the tape will have a record of his comments.

ORGANIZE an ecumenical worship service for reconcilia-
tion in Vietnain, Vietnam Emphasis has liturgies, prayers
and scripture prepared especially for Vietham concerns.
Use the collection for relief of war victims, Committees
to which the meney could go: Methodist Committee for
Overseas Relief, 475 Riverside Drive, Room 406, New
York, New York 10027; The American Friends Service
Commitiee, 160 N. 15th Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
19102 (relief for the needy, caring for wounded, sending
volunteers to Vietnam).

HOLD a day of inquiry. Invite congressmen and knowl-
edgeable speakers on Vietnam to discuss issues. The State
Department is often willing to provide speakers. Pur-
pose of day would be to present differing viewpoints
and be the start of further study on questions raised.
Could be community wide, publicize on radio, inter-
view programs and Tocal TV. Use iflms and tapes and
advertise follow-up study programs.

YOUTH of the church hold local, sub-district, district
meetings on the draft. Raising the issues of conscientious
objection, and selective conscientious objection as they
relate to the present situation. Include a study of draft
classifications and draft resistance in the United States
and its implications,

HAVE a discussion in. the Official Board. The Commis-
sion on Social Concerns might take the responsibility
for planning a discussion for a meeting of the Official
Board. Mimeographed or printed material from Vietnam
Emphasis could be used, If there is a consensus among
the members of the Board, the secretary might be
directed 10 send a resolution to the proper persons in
Washington, D.C.

ARRANGE a district one-day workshop. The conflict
is so important that local church members of Com-
missions on Social Concerns-and Woman's Soclety So-
cial Relations Secretaries should be called together by
the District Committee to hear speeches by political
leaders, college teachers, or concerned ministers to dis-
cuss the moral and political aspects of the war,

TAKE the pamphlet, “The United States and Vietnam:
Two Viewpoints,” (see bibliography) tear it in half,
give the two halves to a panel of two people. Have
them go before Sunday school classes and other appro-

" priate organizations in the church to present the pro

and con sides of the Vietnam issue,

REMEMBER to think through whether each Vietnam
project you undertake might not be more effectively
done by as many churches as can be involved.

MINISTERS

PREACH about Vietnam. Any Sunday is an appropriate
time to treat such an important natienal and international
issue as this war. A service on this subject may be planned
by the Commission on Christian Social Concerns, which
will help the minister decide who will assist in the serv-
ice, help prepare the bulletin, and offer books for sale
afterward, Statements by the Methodist Bishops and other
bodies of the church on Vietnam should be used. A-dis-
cussion period in a nearby room aiter the service is
recommended. ' '

ENCOURAGE times of congregational concern, prayers
and meditations. Vietham Emphasis has liturgies, prayers
and meditations to be used in the churches and you may
use these on special days of concern.

ARRANGE a service of compassion with other ministers
in the community for all involved in the Vietnam con-
flict. . :

PROVIDE counsel and aid to conscientious objectors
and to those men who are facing questions of partici-
pating in this particular war, For information and ma-
terials write the National Service Board for Religious
Objectors, 550 Washington Building, 15th and New York
Ave, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20005, The Methodist

‘Church is one of 44 consulting agencies for this or-

ganization,

ASK that the Vietnam issue be raised at all forthcomin
conferences and meetings you will “attend, '



INDIVIDUALS

READ some material on Vietnam each week as a matter
of petsonal discipline. Besides articles, read detailed histo-
ries such as THE UNITED STATES IN VIETNAM by Kahin
and Lewis {see bibliography at end of this pamphlet).

SEND a letter to_your congressman, asking his position
on Vietnant policy and asking him_questions you have’
"about the present situation, You might circulate his

reply. Write letters to the editor of the local -Raper
expressing_ your posiiion.

BE - ALERT to dissent issues and questions of loyalty
raised in your community. Respond through letters,
conversations and personal contact where you -feel
discussion and helpful dialogue is being threatened,

SUPPORT your minister, District Superintendent and
Bishop as they seek to raise issues concerning the war
and our national policy.

START a home study group. Use the bibliography in
this pamphlet. The group may then want to follow
up the study by becoming resource people and speak-
ers to other groups, publicize their concerns, get in-
formation for people, place an ad in the newspaper and
answer responses to the ad.

VOLUNTEER to work for organizatigns concerned about
Yietnam. Such committees are The Methodist Commit-
ee for Overseas Relief, 475 Riverside Drive, Room 406,
New York, New York 10027; “Negotiation Now,” 156
5th Ave.,, New York, New York 10010 (circulation of a
negotiation proposal petition); Clergy and Laymen Con-
cerned About Vietnam, 5th floor, 475 Riverside Drive,
New York, New York 10027; The American Friends
Service Committee, 160 N, 15th Street, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania 19102 (relief for needy, caring for wounded,
sending volunteers.to Vietnam).

CONTRIBUTE time and money to candidates whose
views you support and who are running for office this
year. Support the “National Committee for an Effective
‘Congress,” 10 East 39th Street, 6th Floor, New York,
New York 10016, or the “Council for a Liveable world,”
Suite 535, 1346 Connecticut Ave., N.W. Washmgton,
D.C. 20036 (nonpartisan groups which provide financial
aid to men in Congress who are assuming moral as
well as political leadership).

ARRANGE a specfal Vietnam seminar in New York and
Washington, D.C. for a group of ministers and lay peo-
ple. in New York at the Church Center for the United
Nations the international perspective can be seen; in
Washington related national issues can be explored. with
the Board of Christian Social Concerns. You will also be
able to express your point of view to your congressman.
Write to Methodist Office for the United Nations, 11th
Floor, 777 United Nations Plaza, New York, New York
10017 for information,

‘VIETNAM EMPHASIS

Joint_program of‘lloérd of Christian Social Concerns
and Board of Missions of The Methodist Church

777 United Nations Plaza
New York, New York 10017
Room T1100—(212) MU 2-3633

SELECTED SHORT BIBLIOGRAPHY ON VIETNAM

THREE - SPECIAL LEAFLETS ON VIETNAM, produced b

Vietnam Emphasis:

What Can | Do About Vietnam?

Vietham, Your War

Vietnam Primer—Political Background of the War i

Vietnam .

Available free for postage and handling from Servic
Center, Board of Missions, 7820 Reading Road, Cir
cinnati, Ohio 45237,

OTHER VITAL BACKGROUND—HISTORY AND
DOCUMENTS

VIETNAM; AN APPEAL FOR DEBATE AND ACTION, N:
tional Council of Churches, Council Press, 475 Rive
side Drive, New York, N. Y. 10027, 20¢.

THE UNITED STATES IN VIETNAM, «George McTurna
Kahin and John W. Lewis. Delacorte Press, New Yor
N. Y., 1967, 445 pp., $2.95, paperback. One of the be
and most recent accounts of the United States i
volvement in Vietham. Contains an important a
pendix which includes documents not easily availabl
on the National Liberation Front.

THE BITTER HERITAGE, VIETNAM AND AMERICA
DEMOCRACY, 1947-1966, Arthur M. Schlesinger, ]
Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston, Mass.,, 1966, 128 pg
75¢, paperback. A good shorf history and analysis -
the war in Vietnam. Critical of current paolicy; pre
vides some well-reasoned answers to the questior
of what we have done and where we now ar

VIET-NAM, Marvin E. Gettleman. Fawcett Publicatior
Inc,, Greenwich, Conn:, 1965, 448 pp., 95¢, pape
back. A collection of basic documents expressil
differing opinions and positions on the war. Includ
government statements, infernational agreements, po
tion papers and analylic reports.

THE DEBATE—VIETNAM POLICY POSITIONS

VIETNAM _VIEWPOINTS, Center for War/Peace Studie
144A Mount Auburn S, Cambridge, Mass. 0213
approximately $1. A kit containing 24 reprints
important articles of diverse opinions and. analyse

THE UNITED STATES AND VIET NAM: TWO VIEW
Wesley R. Fishel and T. A. Bisson. Public Affai
Pamphlet No. 391, 381 Park Ave.,, New York, N.
32 pp., 25¢. A defense and critique of United State
actions and policies in Vietnam, Includes a sho
factual " introduction and - epilogue delineating 1
major differences in interpretation.

THE CHURCHES’ CONCERN

VIETNAM SUMMONS, TO HEAL AND. TO BUILD, I. V
Moomaw, Brethren Service Commission, Church
the Brethren, Elgin, Ill., 1967, 48 pp., 75¢, paperbac\
A summans to clearer understanding, to compassic
and to an early and honorable solution to the cos
flict in Vietnam. Important contribution to an unde
standlng of the effects of the war on the people |
Vietnam.



.PEACE IN VIETNAM, Report for American Friends Se
ice .Committee. Hill and Wang, Inc., New York, N,
1967, 132 pp., $1.25, paperback. A proposal for s
tlement which places high priority on the welf:
of the Vietnamese.

FOREIGN POLICY IN CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE, John
Bennett. Charles Scribner's Sons, New York, N.
1966, 160 pp., $1.25, paperback. Important for unds
standing. Vietnam in the context of United Staf
foreign policy and. in the context of the Christi
faith. Contains a chapter on the Vietnam conflict,

“Resolution on Viet-Nam,” Adopted by the General Boa
of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
the USA, September 715, 1967.%475 Riverside Driv
New York, N. Y., pamphlet, 20¢.

“Right of Dissent,” Dean M. Kelley. Board of Missio
The Methodist Church, Editorial and Liferature L
partment, Joint Commission on Education and Culti
tion.

“Vietnam,” Resolution adopted by the General Boa
of Christian-Social Concerns of The Methodist Chur
April 13, 1967 and “An Appeal to the Churches Co

© cerning Vietnam,” Board of Missions of The Method
Church, Annual Meeting, January, 1967,

QUESTIONNAIRE

What activities has your church and/or individu:
undertaken?

1

2. What has been most helpiul in encouraging stu.
and action of people? -

3. What has been the reaction to discussion, to opinio
expressed, to projects promoted?

4. What is the reaction fo the statements on Vietna
made by the National Council of Churches and 1l
Boards of The Methodist Church?

Have you found this pamphlet useful? Please con
ment on your reactions to it. '

5

1 am filling this cut as (1) an individual, ...........
(2) for the local church .......... , (3) as a minist
of a church .......... . .
Send to: Viet Emphasis

777 United Nations Plaza

New York, New. York 10017

Room 1100 '

PRODUCED FOR:

Joint Program of the Board of Missions and the Boar
of Christian Social Concerns of The Methodist Churc

Order free of charge (except for postage and handlin
in quantity: 20 copies 25¢, 50 copies. 45¢ 100 copie
65¢) from

- SERVICE CENTER :
7820 Reading Road e Cincinnati, Ohio 45237 -
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“Yiolstions of the laws
customs of war which include
but are not limited to, murde
ill-treatment or deportation
slave labor or for any other purpos
of civilian populations of or in o
pied territory, murder or lll-treatmes
of prisoners of war or persons on th
high seas, killing of hostages, plunder

public or private property, wanton destr
tion of cities, tawns, or villages, or d 3
tion not justified by military necessity.
—Nuremburg Principle VI, Clause



At the time of the Nuremberg trials, Justice Robert Jack-
son stated that “we are not prepared to lay down a rule
of criminal conduct against others which we would be
unwilling to have invoked against us.” The time has now
come to test our national policies in Southeast Asia
against this principle, for it is a matter of increasingly
widespread public record that American soldiers have
been committing “war crimes” in Southeast Asia for
years. The massacre at My Lai, and the actions of men
like Lt. Cally,-can no longer be described as mere “ex-
ceptions” to an otherwise acceptable mode of conduct;
the evidence shows that the kinds of acts defined as
“war crimes” at Nuremberg, in the Geneva and Hague
conventions, and in the U.S. Army Field Manual, have
been repeatedly commitied by American troops.

Although no nation in the past has ever engaged in such
a critical act of self-judgment, we must set the moral
precedent of judging ourselves today by standards at
least as rigorous as those we employed against our
enemies a quarter of a century ago. Unless we do so, we
will compound the consequences of our guilt by failing
to acknowledge it

We must therefore insist that the facts be made avail-
able to the American people, even though they are facts
we are reluctant to acknowledge. This will include a
recognition that in the name of America:

« Asian civilians have been brutally and needlessly
staughtered
(Senator Kennedy estimates that between 25,000
and 35,000 civilians were killed in the war in South
Vietnam last year—a 50% reduction “as a result of
the diversion of American bombing raids from South
Vietnam into Cambodia and Laos.”)

+ Villages have been totally destroyed
{According to Pentagon figures, bombing tonnage
from January, 1965 through March, 1971 amounts
to 5,795,160 tons. By comparison, the American air
force in World War 1l dropped about one-third that
number of tons of bombs in the European, Mediter-
ranean and Pacific theatres combined.)

+ Crops have been burned and animals slaughtered
(The Congressional Research Service statistics ad-
mit that 5,205,354 acres of forest and 562,166 acres
of cropland were sprayed through 1970 in South Viet-
nam. Our B-52 raids made more than three and one-
half million craters 45 feet in diameter and 30 feet
in depth by April, 1969 alone, while wildfires in her-
bicide-treated vegetation, bulldozers and soil erosion
contributed to the starvation and toxic after effects
that are part of our legacy to the “preservation of the
Vietnamese people.”)



* Pgpulations have been deported

{“Pacification” under the various policies, “agroham-
lets,” “agrovilles,” and “new life hamlets,” has “re-
grouped” the population into crowded, unsanitary,
“relocation” communities with barbed wire fences.
Orville and Jonathan Schell described one instance
when, “. . . the ‘pacification’ camps became so full
that Army units were ordered not to ‘generate’ any
more refugees.” The New York Times, March 15, 1971
reported evidence indicating that “The conduct of
the war in the last two years has resulted in an addi-
tional haif-million civilian casualties and generated
three million refugees.”)

As we look at the widehing web of American involve-
ment in war crimes we must ask ourselves, “Where does
the blame iie?” It is too easy to dismiss the question
by saying that we are all guilty, for if this is so then
blame can be so widely distributed that all are exoner-
ated. WE AFFIRM THAT, WHILE SOME ARE GUILTY,
ALL ARE RESPONSIBLE, and that the blame goes be-
yond the individual who himself commits a specific
act. Not only those on the scene, but those responsible
for the policies leading to specific immoral acts, must
also be held accountable. A policy that puts a high
premium on “body counts” so that it is advantageous

to kill rather than to take prisoners, a policy that creates
“free fire zones,” a policy that looks upon the entire
people as the enemy and orders crop defoliation and
mass deportations, a policy that entails indiscriminate
destruction of civilians, whether at a distance of 5 feet
with a gun or fifty thousand feet in a B-52 bomber—such
a policy inevitably leads to the committing of war
crimes. So if there is to be any assigning of responsi-
bility, it must go up the line from individual soldiers,
through the echelon of officers, to the civilian policy

" makers who formulated the poiitical stance that made

such military actions necessary. This is precisely the
position we adopted in frying German “war criminals”
after World War |1, ‘

This is a hard reality for Americans to acknowledge, but
we will pave the way for further war crimes in the future
if we do not make it clear that public officials are finally
to be held accountable. Indeed, as we press the matter,
it is clear that the ultimate atrocity in Southeast Asia
is not this or that specific act; the ulimate atrocity is the
war itself and the way we have waged it.

In addition to concern about the destructiveness of war
crimes upon their victims, we are also concerned about



the impact of such crimes upon those who commit them;
they indicate an increasing brutalization of our own
zoldiers making it possible for them to accept as routine,
actions they once would have considered reprehensible.
Even while affirming that men can say “no” in combat
situations to arders that are a clear violation of minimal
moral standards, we must show concern for individual
soldiers who have committed crimes which, either at
the time or later, struck them as morally abhorrent. It
will be an ongoing task to help such men come to terms
with their responsibility and guilt.

When the uncomfartable truth'of America's "war crimes”
has been accepted by our people, we must call for peni-
tence for the crimes that have bean committed. But that
is not enough., Our emphasis must not be merely on
penitence for past misdeeds, but on using the lessons
learned—and paid for at such great cost to innocent
Asian lives—as a way of insuring that such misdeeds
are never again repeated. This will mean the reestab-
lishment of moral constraints, along with a newly-inten-
sified recognition that the breaching of such restraints
will antail the sternest kind of accountability. Only then
can the message of forgiveness be other than an easy
escape from ongoing responsibility.
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