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THE CAMBODIAN FEOPLE'S WAR OF RESISTANCE AGAINST THE UNITED STATES POR NATIOMAL
SALVATION WINS TOTAL YICTORY

Hanol HOC TAP in Vletnamese Mo 233, May 75 pp 4B-57

/Article by Huu Nghi_7

/ Text_/ The Cambodian people's tradition of gtubbern, unyielding reslatance
against foreign aggression never reached the plonecle it dld during the years of
the war of resistance against the U.5. aggressors and thelr lackeys, the traltors.
In 1970, the history book of the majestic land of the temples began a new chapter,
the chapter of the great war of resistance against the Unftad States for national
salvation. More than 5 years later. on 17 April 1975, the people of Cambodia
wrote an end to the greatest chapter in their 2,000 year histery of bullding and
defending their country. That was the day when the heroic people of Cambodia
performed thelr most brilliant miracles they llberated the capital of Fhnom Penh
and went on to liberate the entire countryl The Cambodian revolution has won
total victory! The sacred war of resistance against the United States for national
galvation hae totally defeated the insidious and cruel "Cambodianization” of the
war of the U.5. imperialiste and ushered in & new, brilllant period of history for
the people aof Cambodia.

In 1550, the United States intervened and supported thae Frenech in their war of
aggresaion against the three countries of Indochina. Following the 1954 Geneva
Convention, the United States boldly declared that it was placing Cambodia under

the "protective umbrella®™ of the Southeast Asian aggressor bloc estatbl ighed by

the United States. Then, the United States bagan using every possible trick,

from bribery, influence, provoking hostilities, threats, and embarges to coup d'etats,
and launched 8 crusl war of aggression to destroy the natlopal independence of the
royal kingdom of Cambodia. However, none of thelr tricks or material strength

could conguer the brave hearts and indomitable will of the Cambodian people who

were determined to fight and win.

On 18 Farch 1970, the United Stetes arranged a uilitar¥ coup d'etat, the highpolnt
of a long-held U.S. plan, which was carried out by their lackeys, Lon Nol, Sirlk

Matak, and so forth and had the purpose of destroyin the independent, neutral

Cambodian state, destroylng the progressive and patriotic Cambodian forces, transforming
this peaceful royal kingdom into a neo-colony an military base of theirs, establishing
the Dangkok-Phnom Penh-Salgon defense line, and using Cambodia as a springboard for -
attacka azalnat the revolutionary forces 1in vietnam and lLaes and lsslating and surrounding
the patrictle movement in South Vietnam. The U.5. imperialiste thought that this

coup d'stat would be the last game of cards dealt 1ln the gambling houses of Sewth

Vietnam, Cembodla, and Laosy however, the hareh realitles of the situation were

not what they thought thay would ba. Following the coup d'etat, the role and

influence of the peaceful, neutral Cambodian state continued to have an impact

both in and outside the country. Each stratum of people and each Cambodian

patriotic revolutionary force united more tightly together under the banner of

the Natlonal United Front of Cambodia and directed gpearheads against the U.S.
imperialiste and their lackeys, the traitors.

Less than a few months after it was established, the Phnom Fenh puppet government
faced the danger of collapse. On 18 May 1970, the UFI Mews Ageoncy had to admit that
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the Len Hol puppet government *had become an unusual goverrment in Asia, 1t ia

the weakest and most threatened government in the world today.® O©On 30 Aprll 1970,
in order to save the Lon Nol reglme from & young death and in a valn attempt

to smash the war of resistance of the Cambodian people and escape the danger

of defent in Vietnam and Taos, Nixon escalated the war to a8 very dangerous laval

by conducting an armed invasion of Cambodian, thereby widenlng the war to all
corners of Indochina. Through this new met of aggression, the U.5, imperiallists
caused the more than 50 mllllen people on the Indochinmese peninsula to unite
together in an antl-lUnited States bloc. At that time, an American commentator
gaidi "The conseguence of the coup d'etat in Phnom Fenh hes been to tramsform
Indochina into one anti-American battlefield.* In fact, the U.5. war of mggression
aganinst Cambodia made the flghting unity and epirit of fraternal friendship amongst
the three nations of Vietnam, Cambodia, and Lacs as strong as a brass wall. This
militant unity wag expressed in the joint declaratlon of the high-level conference
of the people of Indochina held on 24 and 25 April 1970. The three fraternal
nations united together, fought together, and won victory together.

Over tha past 5 years and more, developlngz upon thelr tradition of ardent patrlotism
and undylng loyalty, the pecple of Cambodia, under the leadership of the Matlonal
United Pront and the Royal Government of MNational Union of Cambodie, stood shoulder
to ghoulder with the people of fraternal Vietnam and Laocs, waged a people's war
againgt the U.5. imperiallst aggressors and thelr lackeys. and won the greatest
victory in the history of the nation of Cambodia, liberating the entlre country

and ugharing in a new era, one in which the Cambodian ﬁenpla can move steadily
forward to successfully build & new Cambodia whioh is truly independent. sovereign,
neutral, non-aligned, demceratic, and prosperous and pogsesses territorial integrity.

The past 5 ysars have been B period of glorious combat filled with hardahips and
difficultien and & period of brilliant feata of arms by the herolc army and people
of Cambodia who continuously defeated one enemy strategy after another and

finally won total wictory.

FPaced with the survival of their nation, the people of Cambodia, ln whose weins
flow the blood ef thelr brilliant Angkor ancestors of thousands of years ago, the
late A-cha heroes, and the other heroes and righteous people who fought Prench
eolonialiem for almest 1 century. bravely roee to wage a4 people's war againat the
United States to save the nation and their families. The revolutionary forces in
Cambodia fought the enemy strongly and continuously, routed & larse portion of
the forces of the Phnom Fenh puppet government, and took control im many provinces
and large areas.

At the time the people's movement against the United States and the reactionary
@ligue of Lon Nel, Sirik Matek, Cheng Heng, and 3o forth was spreading widely, tha
5-point declaration made public on 23 March 1970 by Chief of State Norodom Sihanouk
parved to further build the momentum of the struggle of sach strata of people in
Cambodia and caused the mess movement to grow like a flood tide. In plizhtly less
than 1 month and by coordinating military attacks with uprlsings by the masses
throughout the country from the countryeide to the cities, the Cambodia revolutlon
rapidly 1lberated a large area sxtending from Ratanakiri to Kampet, thereby creating
a utrgng revoelutionary current and putting the puppet govermment in a very perllous
position.

In the face of this danger, Nixon. with total dlaragarﬂ for the hammer and hatchet
of public opinion, recklessly launched a "blitekreg® operation comprised of mora
than 100,000 U.5. troops Bnd 58 igon puppet troope supporied by several hundred
aircraft (including B-52'n), tanks, armored vehicles, and warships and invaded
Cambedia on 30 April 1970 in a vain attempt te emaph the young Cambodian revolutiomary
forces, rescue the floundering Lon Nol, work closely with the Phnom Penh puppet
army so thet i1t could form the backbone of the "Cambodianlzation® of the war plan,
and, at the same time, rescus thelr lackeys ln Salgon from danger and lsclate the
revolution in South Vietnam. Although this lightning=l11lke armed invaslon was
disguiged ag necessary to “"protoct the lives of U.5. soldiers in South Vietnam and
withdraw U,5. forcea from Indochina" and was called "an operatlon limited in time
and ecope,” it fooled no ona. After 2 mentha of belng upset by the army and people
of Cambodin and enceuntering strong oppositien from the peace and justica-loving
people of the world, including progreseive Americans, this *lightning operation”
turned inte 2 dafeat and they withdrew on 30 June 1970. The blitzkreg invasion by
the United States and its lackeys was defeated and five provinces in eastern

and northesstern Cambodia [Stung Treng, Yrache, Ratamakiri, Mendunkiri, and Freah
Vihear) which have a population of approximately 2 million people were totally
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liberated. The majority of the land in Kompong Thom, Fompong Chhnang., Siam Heap,
Kompong Speu, Svay Riesng, Fompong Cham, end Takeo Provinces was liverated. This
resulted in a situstion in which the cities, provincial capitals, and towns
gti1] under the control of the Phnom Fenh puppet government were gurrpunded and
isolated. PFollowing this defeat, the United States became weaker, becameé more
bogged down, and fell into &n increasingly difficult pesitlon.

The "blitzkreg" war strategy and the stage of the sgypeption” to the Nixon dectrine

' and its formula U.5. troops + Salgon puppet troope + U.5. firepower ware tragleal.ly
dafsatad. The “Cambod_.anization of the war" strategy was continued in order to
carry out aggression against Cambodia. The U.5. army was forcad to withdraw from
Cambodia, but the Americans left behind 30,000 Saigon pugpft troops and transferred
18,000 Cambodian troops from the ranger units of the Saigon puppet army to Cambodia
to form the nucleus of the Lon Nol army: at the same time, they inereasad thelr
military ald to 341 billion dollars in fiscal year 1971-1972 {the millitary aid given
in fiscal year 1970-1971 was 285 blllion dollars).

To develop upon the great vietories thay had won, the army and people of Cambodia
continued to step up thelr fight and gradually defeated the "Cambodianization™ war
of the U.5. imperialists.

In early September 1970, taking advantage of the rainy seagon, the enemy apsembled
20,000 Lon Nol troops im 50 battalions reinforced by the imericans and the Salgon
puppets and openad the Chenla I operation in {Tang-Coe ) -Skoun-Kompong Cham in
order to relieve the selze on Routs 6 and the clity of Yompong Them and then spread
put te occupy the libersted zone. Hut things did not go as plenned! The troops
of Lon Nol departed amidst a fanfare of drums and flylng flBgs but, when thay reached
{Tang-coc), they were stopped, fell silent, were gradually killed one after the
other, and did not dare blow thelr bugles or heat their drums. The first test
application ef the Nixon doctrine in i{tg "clemrest and purest® form through the
"Oambedianization of the war® strategy of the U.S. inﬁerinliatn in Cambodia wag
bankrupted. Thus the remainder of the formula the Ssaigon puppet army + U.5. mnd
Saigon firepower reinforcements was also defeated.

Like a gambler who loses who wants to do nothing but gamble scome more. the United
States 2zain used the Salpgon puppet army cooprdinated with the Phnom Fenh puppet
army reinforced by U.5. firepower in a valin attempt tn destroy the Cambodian
revolutionary forces, attack their rear areas and the eastern Cambodia eorridor,
and bolmter the Lon Nol ellque; however, the operation conducted by the Salgon
puppet army also met with tragic defeat at Snoul and Mimot {Xempong Cham).

The Cambodian National Liberation People's Armed Forces not only defeated the
sperations conducted by the Phnom Penh puppet army in the triangle area,(Tanpg-coc)-
Skoun-Kompeng Cham, and the operation conducted by the Salgon puppet army at Snoul-
Mimot, but they slse opened strong coffensives against practically every key positlon
of the enemy in the vicinlty of the city of Kompong Cham, flong Route 7, and along
the banks of the Mekong River (9 kilometers from the center of the capital of
Phnom Penh) &nd destroyed the Kirirum bese; of significance 1ls the fact that they
destroyed the entire puppet air force comprised of 100 alreraft and practically

gll the forces protecting the airfield, the aircraft pilots, the technicians,
warshousemen, Bnd so forth 8t the Pochentong Alrfield; at the same time, they
inflicted heavy damages an the Chrouy Chansvar naval bage and launched many
artillery attacks against crucial enemy positions and agencies. The énemy was
repeatedly defeated at many places and Phnom Penh was isolated. Thug, the formulm
of the El{gpn puppet army + the Phnom Fenh puppet army + U.5, firepowar was &ldgo
rendered useless.

Having suffered additional painful defeats and drawing ever glogsr to total defeat,
the U.5. imperialists mgain turned to using the Salgon pup et army as its maln force,
thig time in an operation called “"total victory 1-71" the tention of which was

to destroy the base of the resistance, cccupy freche and Hompong Cham, threaten
tiondonkiri, Stung Treng, 8nd so forth, loosen the selgs on the citles, open
communications, and hreathe new 1ifs into the Phnom Panh puppet army; however,

this operation was smashed at Chup, Suong, Snoul, and Dam Be. Thie glorious

victory by the army and people of Cambodia perfectly coordinated with the greail
vietory won by the armies and peoples of Vietnam and Laos on the Route g-southern
Lacs front by defeating the "Lam Son 719" campaign of the Saigon puppets.

Following this rout, the Saigon army lost its role &s the "assault" force, the
“bage,” the "key" force, and so forth of the Lon Nol army and the U.5. imperialists
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re urned to the "Cambodianization of the war." Detween August and Dagember 1971,

the enemy assembled 70 battalions under the command of 1.5, officers, that ls,
one-fourth the militery forces of Lon Nol, one-half of which were "ifhmer Crom"

troops who ware considered to be their "best trained® troops and who served s the
nuclaus of this foree, and many tank and srmorad vehicle unlits as well as prapgtically
the entire Phnom Penh air foree, Saigon puppet alreraft, and 1.5, aireraft, including
B=-%2'e, for the purpose of opening Route 6 and breaking the seige of Hompong hom

in the hope of regaining their battlefield initiatiwve. However, thie experimsnt

mét the same fate as the first experiment in the "Cambodianization of the war" whieh
met with increaslngly heavy defeats as ite scale waag expanded .

In their brave defeat of the "Chenla IT" girategle counter-offangive, the army

and people of Camhodia destroyed or inflicted heavy losses upon five brigades and

30 battalions of the Plinom Penh puppet army, put meore than 12,000 troops ocut of
combat, and captured thousands of others. After dafeating the "blitzkrez" cperation,
the "Chenla I" operation, the *"total victory 1-1971" operstion, and the "Chenla II"
operation, the army end psople of Cambadia rapeatedly attacked the esnemy on the

rice front in Battambanz and the military transportation fromt on the Mekong River
and then opened the campaign to lay seige to Phnom Fenh. The Lon Nol puppeat Aarmy
wag preatly weakned and could no longer successfully offer any resistance: the
troope of the Saicon puppet army had to withdraw to bolster their defemss lines Ln
South Vietnam. By the end of 1971, the position &End power of the revolutlon were
Tar superisr ta the ﬁunttlun and powsr of the resctionaries. From then on, the
snemy was forced to huddle in defensive positions and could ne longer launch any

ma jor operations. Relliel operations on the scale of 15 to 20 battalions, such as
the "Phu-nan® and "Ang-co-ghay"™ operations, whlch ware deaigned to loosen the tlght
68lge around Phnom Penh Aand 8 number of cities And larger operations of 30 battalions,
such as the "Sc-ry-a I &nd So-ry-a II"{Sun) operations, which were designed to

open Route 1 and Route 5 in 1972 were also rapidly defeated. The "Cambodianization”
of the war strategy of the U,5. was bankrupted.

The brilliant consecutiva victories won by the army and people of Cambodia further
ohowed the atrength of the people's war and the tremendous development of the
Cambodian Natlonal Liberation People's Armed Porces. Mo reactlonary foree could
pravent the war of resistance ngainst the United States for nationel salvation of
the army and people of Cambodis from winning total victory. It wap clear that,
from this point on, the Lon Nol puppet army was unmable to carry out any one of

ite three strategic missions of “"defendinz the municipalitles, cities, and towns:
opening communication lines; and supporting pacification.® With ne hope of "opening
communicAtion lines,” "earrying out pacification,” or "providing protectlon from
afar," the Lon Nol clique was relegated to withdrawing to and tryine to defend
Phnom Fenh and the remaining cities and towns unt!l the last day. The army and
people of Gambedia tightened their selge of Phmom FPenh and the wvaricus provinclal
capitals, completely cut land and river communications, controlled airfields,
paralyzed alr traffic, cut resupply routes, and surrounded the Lon Nol clique at
the other places they occupied 1lke islands sn land where they faced dlfficulties
everywhere they turned.

After baing forced to sign the Parie Agreement and admit to a defest in Vietnam,

the United states continued to prop up the Lon Nol elique so that it could maintain
the "Cambodimnization® of the war. In the face of the Lom Mol cligue's inability

to stand by itself, Nixon escalated the war, etaking everything on an extremely

cruel sir war. From 8 March 1973 to 15 August 1973, the U.5. piretes mobilized

an important contingent of the air force (ineluding stragegic aircraft of all types)
of the United 5tates in Saoutheast Aela and the Pnnffiu to drop thousands of tone

of bombs each day to kill the pecple of Cambodia. This air war which lasted for

159 daye and nights did not shake the will te Tight af ths army #ad pooplas of
Cambedis. In the end, the U.S. plrates had to uncenditlonally halt this bombing
campaign. Thle was a brilliant victory for the people of Cambodia. On 14 August
1973, the AP Nows Asency commented: “Even American alr power cannot stop the advance
of tha communlets.” In the Indochina situation, the U.5. imporialiste had baen
defeated ln Vietnam and Lacs: as regards Cambodim, they only wanted to maintain

the "Cambodianlgation” of the war st a coertaln level so thit thay could find s

way to withdraw frem thls country without suffering B serious loss of face. Therefore,
8lthough the United States had ceased its bombing, it continued to support the

Phnom Fenh puppet cligue; the Unlted States doubled its aid { from 300 milllen dollars
in fiscal year 1972- 197] to A8E milllon dollars in fiseal yoRr 1973-1974), sent in
many more heavy weapons (155 millimeter artillery pieces) and meny other means

of war (T28 and C123 aircraft, tanks, and armored vehicles), started an air 1ift and
continued to transport supplies to Phnom Penh, and sent in 8dditional fdvimors to
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control the general staff and important economic &nd military agencies, establish
combat plans, &nd take direct command of the Lon Nol army in combat.

But these desperate efforts of the United States could not weaken the Cambodian
revolutionary forces mor could they block the brave offensive of the army and
people of Cambodia who were deatroying ons base after another and bresking through
one reactionary defense line after ancther. The sneirclement of thelr final hiding
place in Phnom Penh tightened. In early 1975, the Cambodisn revolution faced an
extremely favorable opportunitys the forces of the resglstancs ware in &n
gverwheiming position And the ensmy was gurrounded and isclated everywhere. The
area under their controul in Phnom Penh measured less than 10 kEilometers in &ny

one direction and only 3 or 4 kilometers in the other citles communications were
erippled and resupply waa totally dependent upan U.5. aireraft from U.5. basas in
Thalland, and the United States was encountering countless difficulties at homse.
in the Middle East, on Cypress, and in Portugal: in partigular, in South Vietram,
Thieu was faced with the danger of ccllapse and. in laos, the Fatriotic Lao Front
was in & very faverable position to expand the implementation of the Vientiane
agraament .

In the face of this unprecedented, extremely favorable apportunity, the army and
people of Cambodia charged forward in the midst of victory into the final battle
to liberats Phnom Penh and the entire country during the 1975 dry season.

In the epace of the first few days of January 1975, the Cambodlan liberatlion army
overran the defense line in the outskirts of the city, destroyed 177 positions

on the northern defsnse line (Baset--Prek Pho-nau), the southwestern defense Lins
{Ang Snoul--Bec-chan), the eastarn defense line (A-ray Kho-sat), and the northeasternm
defense line (Dach Kho-sach Can-dan), destroyed or inflicted heavy losses upon

16 battalions, captured more than 1,000 troops, cut the reads leading into the
capital, took complete control of the Mekong river {on whlech approximately B0 percent
of U.S. supplies reached Lon Nel), moved in on the Pochentong Alrfield, threatened
alr traffic, maintained a conatant barage of artillery fire, and terrified the

forces of the enemy more with each passing day.

Faced wlth the imminen? collapse of the lacksys in Phnom FPaenh, Pord ﬂufﬁﬂﬂtlﬂ tao

the U.5. Congrese that it allocate an additional 222 billlion dollars supplemental
military aid to the Phnom Fenh puppet govermment, he doubled the size of the

alr 117%t, he sent Taylor to Phnom Penh to discuss ways of mounting & resistance,
and so forth but all of these efforts wers uselessi from 14 February on, tha
situation of the Lon Nol puppets became more and more perilous in the face of the
atrong offensive of the army and people of Cambodla. After the army and people of
Cambodis took centrol nf the Mekong River and liberated the old capital of (U-dong)
{for the second time), the defeat of the Americans and the puppets had becoma very
obvious. GCongressman Mc Closkey, one of the 5 members of the 0.5. Congress to
fyizit® Phnom Penh suggested on his return that Lon Nol should surrender.

On 18 Mareh, the top men of the reactionary cligua. {5at-sten), Cheng Heng, Lon Nel,
and so forth, fled one after the other overgeas. After the liberation of Neak Luong,
the army and pecple of Cambodia advenced on Fhnom Penh from all four directicons.

On 12 Aprll, the 0.5, ambassador &nd all U.5. military and civilian advisora fled
Phnom Penh taking with them acting puppet president Saukam Khoy and dorxene of

othar lackey officials.

On 14 April, the liberation army attacked and occcupied the Cam Bon Internatiomal
Communicatinns Center; on 1% April, they occupied the Focheniong Airfleld; on

16 April, they attmcked ths Camcar Mon barrackas area. The so called "Supreme
Committas of tha Republic® fled overssss.

On the morning of 17 April 1975, one force advanced from Pochantong to occupy

the defense department; one other force advanced over the (Mo-ni-vong) bridee to occoupy
the presidential palace (the Chamear Men Palace); another force edvenced from

Chrouy Changvar, crossad the river, and cceupled the Phnom Penh Market., At exactly

0930 hours, the offensive thrusts of the Cambodian Mational Liberstion Army assembled
thelr troops at the Defense Department of the Lon Nol puppet army. Tha entire
ramaining puppet army force comprised of 5 divislona and 11 brigedes with approximately
100,000 trospe laid down thelr weapona and surrendered.

The day 17 April 1975 has become an extramely glorious day In the histery of ‘the

people of Cambodim: +the Cambodian National Liberation People's Armed Forces liberated
the capital of Phnom Penh and liberated the entire country. Tha war in Cambodia
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which was unleashed by the U.5. imperialists and lasted for 5 years and 1 month
hed ended .

Together with the great victories wonm on the military front, the Cambodlan people
Aleo won great, important victories on the political and diplematic fronte.

The unity of all the people, which has been a tradition of the Cambodian tribes
throughout the process of building end defending their country, has today bean
made 28 gtirong as an lron wall with spearheads aimed at the 0.5. imperialist
aggresgors and thelr lackeys, the traltors. The hope to unite 1 million people

g5 1 in the recent war of resistance against the United States for national
galvation of all the people of Cambodla became reality under the banner of the
great cause of the Cambodian Mational United Pront. It can be said that the
brilliant political victory wan by the people of Cambodia in the war of resistanca
gﬁﬂiiat the United States was the formation of the Cambodian National United
Front.

Through its cortrect pollitical platform (unitling all the people, struggling against each
plan end act of aggression of the U.5. Imperialists, and overthrowing their lackeys
dictatorial aystem in order to build a Cambodia of independence, peace, neutrallty,
demccracy, and prosperity), the National Front widely assembled each stratum

of peéopla, edch tribe, and each patriotic foarce to resist the Inited States with

the sole hope of winning independence and fresdom for the nation and true democracy
for the people. The front is comprised of the working clees and class of farmers
[which serve as lts foundation}, national petty bourgeoisie and bourgeoisis,

monke and nunsg, important personallties, intellectuals, patrictic members of the
Imperial family, and so forth. The front was not only the most important fector

in the wietorious development of the Cambodian revelution in the national liberation
etruggle, but it ip alsc & very important factor in protecting and building Cambodia
in the new stage of the revolution.

The Royal Covernment of National Union of Cambodia which was established by a
congress of the Hational United Front played an important role in the war of
rasigtance of the Cambodian pecple. A= their only legal representative, this
govermment, which extends from the central to the basic level and is calied

"the People's Service Committee™ on the waricus echeslons, has gained more and more
prestige both in and outside the country. Today., this govermment ie recognized

by more than 90 governmente and national liberation movements. Following liberatlion
day, the legal seat of Cambodia in the United Nations was restored.

This government, which devoted itm efforts to establishing a democratic netional
gyatem, An Autonomous, lndependent natlonal eaconomy, and a progresslve and wholesome
culture in the liberated gone, is now making every effort to play 8 strong role

in protecting the frults of the revolution, mAintaining the security of the country.
and building a Cambodian society which 1s new in every reapect in this new stage

af the revelutlon.

The libaration of Phnom Penh was a decisive victory, a vletory which concluded
the extremely brave war of reslistance of the Cambodian people. The people of
Cambodia oan truly be proud of contributing to the third world and all of mankind
the remarkable exploit of totally defeatine the U.5. imperiallst ageresscra, the
bulleys of the age, the cruelest and most barbArous enemy of mankind.

In the space of only 1,85% days, the Cambodisn people herclically recorded very
brilliant feats of armsr they defeated the war of Apggreasion belng waged by more
than 100,000 U.5., troops and Saigon puppet troops together with 50,000 Len Nol
puppet troops; they defeated the savage 159 day air war conducted by the American
air force; they defeatad the nec-colonisliat war of U.5. imperialism carried ouwt
by nearly 200,000 Lon Nol troope with U.5. advisors, weapons, and dollars and they
totelly defeated the "Cambodlanization of the war" strategy, the child of the Nixon
doctrine ln Cambodia.

The vietory of liberating Phnom Penh and totally liberating the country of the
brilliant Angkor culture ls a gremt event, an unprecedented miracle in the glorious
2,000 yeAr history of bullding end defendins the country of the Cambodian people,

the highpelint of the victoriousstrugele of the Cambodlan paople for more than 1 century
agiinat colonielist and imperinlist ageression. This great victory is a marvelous

and immortal eple of the patrictism and self-reliance of the determined army and
peopla of Cambodia who have become the master of their destiny.
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The glorlous victory of the revolutlonary struggle of the Cambodiun people is

a victory of the strength of 1 million people united as 1, of & haroioc nation

which has & just cause and & tradition of undying patriotism, is unafraid of
gacrifices and hardships, 1s talented and resourceful, enterprising, and creative,
ig determined to overcome each difficulty &nd obeticle and determined te Tight

and win vietory for the independence and fresdom of the fatherland and for
democracy and soclal progress: it is the victory of the correct, independent,
autonomous, 8nd self-reliant leadership line, the victory of the peopla's war

line creatively applied to the specific cenditleons and elrcumstances of Cambodia,
the Cambodian revolution, and the Cambodian revolutlonary war. In an appeal

made on 22 April calling for the entire country to develop upen the wvictory which
had bean won, Dagutr Premier fhieu Samphan called it the victory of "the most
correct leadership line possible which guided our people and our people's armed
forces in waging an extremely powerful, exiremely vigorous people's wer..."; the
vietory of “the Cambodian Wational Liberatlon People's Armed Forces, & revolutionary
army determined to fight and die for the liberation of the nation and the interest
of the people, an army which has the deep raspect of the people, is gupported by
them, and heg rapidly matured, an Brmy which won vietnr{ as a result of its spirit
of initiative, enterprise, and creativity...” And, it iz the victory of “our great
peoples who bore extremaly great sacrifices and hardships, never talked of quitting,
never ylelded to the enemy, wholeheartedly supported the army..."(1) It is Al=so
the wictory of the fighting unlity and fraternal friendship of the peoples of the
three countries of Vietnam, Cambodla, and lLacs who have shared "similar ndversities,
wholeheartedly helped one another, fought together, and won victory together” and
received the sympathy, support, and assistance of the countries of the socialist
camp, the nationalist countries, peace and justlce 1uvinf forces, friends near and
far, and progressive menkind. including progresaive Americans.

In the 2,000 year history of tha Cambodlan people, this vletory is one ol the greatest
vietories ever won and has ushersed in a new era in which the gople of Cambodia

oBn movae ateadily forward to successfully bulld "B new Cambodia which ia truly
independent, soversign, peaceful, neutral, non-allgned, democratic, and proaperous
and possesses territorial integrity." This victory hag given Cambodia 2 new statura
and raised it to the position of the vanguard natlone in the struggle against
imperialism throughout the world. The great victory of the Cambodian people offers
further proof of the truth of the age, namely, that & small, spargely populated
nation can, Lf it is determined and unites to fight for lndependence and freadom,

has correct and creative political and military lines, and recaives the sympathy and
support of the revolutionary forces of the world, possess invineible power and dofeat
eggressor imperisllists, even the ringleaders of imperislism with their much wealth
and many weapons regardlees of how aggressive, cruel, and obatinate theymizght be.

This victory of great historicel significance. which has further enhanced the

fama of the great country and paople of Cambodia, has made & worthy contribution
to the etruggle for peace, national indepandonce, democracy, and soclal progress
throughout the world, halped further change the balance of power in the world in
a manner faverable to revolutionary forces, driven tack imperialism, led by the
United states, another step, and helped bankrupt the Zlobal strategy of the United
States. This victory has atrnnily inspired the peoples of the three countries

of Indochina and the national liberation movements in Souwtheast Asia and tha world
to charge forward to win even greater victories.

¥ietnam and Cambodia are two close neighbors, two close comrades In arms who,
for generations, have fought in the same tranch agalnst thelr common enemies,
Franch colonialism, Japanese fascism, and U.5. imperiallst aggreesion, and who
have had the same combat objectives, namely, national independence. the freaedom
and happiness of the peopla, and social progress.

In the course of thelr fight, cur two natlons have shared both joy and sorrow, ahowed
concern for one another in times of difficulty, and shared the joy of each other's
victory. The destinies of the two nations of Viatnam and Cambodia are clossly linked
together. Immediately after thay wers invaded by the French colonialists, the
patriots and people of our two countries began closely coordinating in combat.
Each time the French imperislists submerged an uprising by the peocpla of Vietnam
in & sea of blood, they &lso killed and g;prinnnud Cambodian patriots who
resisted them. During the years between 1930 and 1935, they massacred people who
artook ln the Nghe-Tinh Soviet movement and, at the same time, suppressed the
A-cha Miec) and {A-cha Po-rinh) movemente in Cambodia. In 1940 they very cruelly
tarrcrized the participants in the Nam Ky uprising and, in 1942, they massacred
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the people who participated in the (A-cha Hem-chleu) uprising. The peopls of
¥Yietnam have  great admiration for the fraternal people of Cambodia and are
vory exoclted and enthusiastic over the great victory they have won by liberating
the entire country of Cambodla and we conslder this great victory our victory,
too.

The great victory of the Cambodian pecple has strongly insplred the people of
¥Yietnam to implement the Tesiament of the revered Presldent Hos build a Vietnam
of peace, unity, independence, democracy, proaperity, and power.

With boundless Joy over the great victory won by the people of Cambodia, the pecple
of Vietnam firmly believe that theae two nations which have worked so closely
together in combat for these many years will grow closer together in order to bulld
thz2ir countries together and build a spirit of unity and friendship as strong as
the immortal "Truong Son and O-ran.”

The Viatnamese are deturmined to strengthen their unity and friendship and develop
their mutusl cooperative relations with the Cambodians in a warm fratermal spirit
and on the baasis of respecting the independence, sovereignty., &nd equality of

éach nation, enhancing the independence and freedom of each nation, and for the
sake of developing each country in keeping with the course chosen by it. The
Yiotnamese pledge to work with the peoples of Cambodia and laocs to make the three
countries of Indochina independent, peaceful, democratic, and prosperous natlione
in which the peoples of the three countries are the masters of their own destinies
and will alwaye live together in happiness, love, &and mutual respect.

The revolutlonary struggle of the Cambodian psople has won a great wictory and

is entering & new stage, & stage which offers many new advantages. Flrmly
confident that the Cambodian revolution will move steadily forward., the people of
Vietnam sincerely wish the fraternal pecple of Cambodizs many new and increasingly
large victories {n their work of protecting the fruits of the revolution and
successfully building a Cambodia of Indpendence, sovereignty, peace, neutrality,
non=2lignment, democracy, and proaperity.

FOOTNOTES

1. Speech delivered by Khieu Samphan at the reception for the FRO delegation which
visited Cambodla in December 1974.
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