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PRINCE SIHANOUK SEES VIETNAM CEASE-FIRE IMMINENT

Paris AFP in English 1352 GMT 21 Jan T3 C--FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

[Text] Peking, Jan 2l--by Plerre Comparet-~Prince Norodom Sihanouk, head of the
Peking-based Royal Cambodian Goverrment of National Union, today told a group of
foreign journalists that he believed & Vietnam cease~fire agreement was near to

being signed.

President Nixon is bad, but he cannot avoid signing it, Prince Sihanouk told (78ix)
journalists during a five-hour meeting at his home.
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Prince Sihanouk said that international and American opinion would force President
Nixon to sign: the cease-fire and that the signing may be lmminent,

Prince Sihanouk said there: was nho question of a cease-fire between North Viefnam and
Americans being applied to Cambodia,

If the Vietnamese want a cease-fire, that's their business. But as for us, we donlt
want one, he said,

He said he would go to Hanol for a weekls visit at the end of this month for the
signing of a Joint declaration.

After hls return here he will make an official visit to Canton, In May and June he
will make an official visit e Senegal, Guinea, Mali and Congo (Bragzaville), During
this trip he will alsoc make renefficial Stop-ofts in the five countries he visited
igst summer: Romania, Albania, Yugoslavia, Mauritania and Algeris,

Price Sihanouk said that France and the Soviet Union will lose a great deal when
samboedia is liberated, without expanding,

Prinee Sihsnouk invited the forelgn press to his home and gave a dinner not only to
honor visiting Australian journalist wilfred Burchett (the new Australlan Governmeént
has just restored Mr Burchett!s passport to him) but also to celabrste the publication
of a book, My War with the CIA, which hewrote in collaboration with Mr Burchett.

The book 1s to be published tomorrow in® Lorndon,

Prince Sihanouk appeared much more=optimistic today over the vietnam cease-fire than
a month ago when I talked to him at Tien-Tsin, At that time he said he didntt believe
in the conelusion of an agreement.

Today he said that the signing of the agreements seemed close but that it was necessary
to remain suspilcious of American intentions,

when Nixon Speaks of a Just peace, that means an American peace, he sald,

But we can only aceept a peace under total lndependence without American neocolonialism
and without the Lon Nol clique, he sald

Pprince Sihanouk sald the principal U.S, aim was to maintain a solidly implanted neo-
coloniglism in Indochina.

With the signing of a cease-fire agreement, he said, there will then be three
vietnams, We do not want there to be two Cambodias.

The war will eontinue in Cambodla following the signing of a cease-fire in Vietnam,
If Lon Nol thinks a vietham: cease-fire will bring him peace, he is dreaming,
Prince Sihanouk described as a positive element the fact that Gen Lon Nol, although
a traitor, also rejected the partition of Cambodia,

That means that he must disappear, he said.
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Prince Sihanouk expressed satisfaction at what he termed fword indistinet] testimeny
that the cambodian resistance wxisted independently,

Evan the Pentagon's experts agree to that, he said,

Frince Sihanouk continued: Our liheration forces now number 72,000 men with solid
ideclogical training and enjoying popular support, The figure of 72,000 only
includes our regular troops and to that should be added numprous guerrillas.

Against 6e there is theoretically an army of 150,000 men, but in fact 100,000 of
them are phantom, only existing on paper and who enable recruiting officers to pocket
the corresponding wage.

Lon Nol has in faet at his disposal only 30,000 soldiers, who are disliked bacause
they loot, and more and more it is the South Vietnanase whom our forces find facing
them.

Agalnst us, Ion Nol 1is nothing. We have encugh reserves of weapons fo last us two
years., We have just concfuded a new military aid agreement with China and shipments
are already en route,

Prince Sihanouk seid that losses en route ware heavy becsuse of bombing of the Ho Chi
Minh trail, ‘The losses of'ten reached 40 percent, sometimes 50 or &0 percent, he said,

Howaver, the demoralization of the Lon Nol foroces and the corruption rampant in the
Phnem Penh administration compensated for that handicap, he added.

We have more American weapons than Chinese, he said. We are attacking the Lon Nol
garrisons with commandoes in American uniforme; that is to say, the uniforms of the
Lon. Nolites themcelves,

Were 1t not for the Amerioan bombing, the Lon Nol administration could be swiftly
wiped out, he said,

He said he did not think the Americans would continue bombing after the sighing of
a cease-fire with Nerth Vietnam, for that would amount to starting the Indgeching war
all over again in a different rorm,

But to prepare for such an eventuslity, the Cambodian liberation forces were opsrating
8 four-year plan--that is to Bay, right to the end of President Nixon's sesond term,
Prince SLlhanouk gaid,

he rejected its offer for the (?-estnblishmant) of & government of reconciliation in
Phnon Penh, of which he himsalr would have been head,

The U,.S. had suggested this solution to him last year through the Chinese Government,
He had rejected the offer, because for one thing it prescribed the winding up of the
Cambodian Royal Government of National Union and the Phnom Penh government in favor
of & government of national reconciliation that would have existed until general
elections were held in Cambodia,

Prince Sihanouk said that solution was supported not only by the U.8., but alse by

the Soviet Union ang France. Since then, the Americans haa made no more offers toe
him, or tried to contact him.
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