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[Wilfred Burohett pndated Pyongyang excluplve interview with Frince Slhanouk entitled:
"I Am a Khmer Rouge by Adoption"]

[Text] wWhile receiving me at a luncheon in Pyongyang, the Forth Korean capital, Frince
Sihanouk told me about his triumphal return to Cambodia, During the ceremonies which
marked this event a military marcn-past took place in Fhnom Penh, "It lasted 1 hour

and 30 minutes," the prince told me, "and only previously siezed, completely new

pmerican weapons were displayed. The latest 105 mn and 155 mm mortars, antitank weapons,
tanks and srmored cars Were on Show.'

"ye have seized,” the prince said, "enormous stocks of arms, ineluding aireraft and
helicopters, but we have enly two pilots to fly tne latter!”

And my host reminded me of the two pllets who bombed Lon Kol's palace before flying their
aireraft to the liberated reglons. "In &ny case,” Norodom Sihanouk asserted, "we have
nothing to fear from the military viewpoint. "We have plenty of equipment and ammunition
and we will eoon have pilots a# well., In any case, mamy former Lon Kol pllots who fled
have asked to be allowsd to return.” "But,®™ I asked, "what should one think of Kissinger's
statement that 50 pilots and their wives have been executed?"™ The prince burst out
laughing. "Or ¥issinger,” he said, "has always been very badly informed about the aitua-
tion in our country. Otherwise, he would not have tried to everthrow me, If the pilots
had been exeouted, as has been alleged, their comrades whe Sought refuge in Bangkok and
elsewvhere would not now be asking for permiesion to return. In fact, apart from Beven
grohtraitors who wers captured by uf and sentenced to death by a special congress of the
Naticnal United Front of Cambodia [WUPC] on 2L-25 Pebruary, no one has been executed,
fbyisusly 1t cannot be ruled out that if some pilots were captured by owr peasants, they
might have fallen victim to summary justice, They were so greatly hated in the rural
areaE whers they had sown death and destruction,.. But such punishment is contrary to
the directives issued by the resistance movement which has decreed that all prisoners
should be handed over to the authorities." The prince, who has returned to Pyongyang
arter carrying out & mission to the United Natlons and a short visit to Parls where he
wat received by President (iscard d'Estaing, sald that he was greatly displeased with

the reactions of the French press and media,
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"They ask why I did not intervene to save Long RBoret and cirik Matak, both former
prime ministers under Len Nol! I told them that this had nothing to do with them.

pid T intervene to repproach De gaulle's France for having executed sueh traltors

as Lawal after World War IT? This was Prance's business. What we did with our
traitors i= our business. They inflieted terribdle suffering on our sountry, They
were respensivle for the death of hundreds of thousands of our countrymen. They

asked the Americans to resums tombing even alter oparations were halted in August 1973.

“Phe Prench jaurnalists,” Worodom Sihanouk continued, "axpressed thelr conoern
ahout the steps T would take to lndemnily French property ownert in Cambodial...
But there is no lomger any Frenoh-owned property in our sountry. The Prench put
their enterprises at the digpasal of the Lon ¥ol regime...Tn thelr hospitale they
nursed Lon Nol's soldiers, thus enatling them to resume their fight against our
sombatants and to bomb our villages. These were hostile acts. During the war 1
signed a decree ordering the expropriatiem af all Prench-ouned property, ineluding
rubber plantations and banks, 1 had slready closed some banks 1in 1944, After the
Mareh 1970 coup, girik Matak invited the= back, They returmed desplite our warnings.
How it 1s all ever. We have taken over everything and any pompensation is out of
the question,”

the prince reminded me that the Elf-Erap oll eompany had signed contracts with
Lon ¥ol despite his warnings. "Recently,” he added, "its representatives came to
gee me in Peking and gugges ted that it should earry on prospeating on the basis of
an agresment signed in 1969,

‘1 ¢old them that as they had ignored my Warnings ard had goopearated with Lon Hol
they would net be allowed to do any pruspacting._."

"come journalists,” Herodom gimanouk gontinued, “have jepred at me, aamerting that
1 am a powerless head of state, that 1 have demeaned myself by becoming merely B
spokesman for the Khmer Rouge.,.or that T am a bogus head of state...

"7 gsked them why, 1T this waz the case, they were after me day and night, reques ting
interviews,..Thess journaliste ceem to be unaware that T am not pnly head of state

of Cambodia but also founder-chairman of the yational Tnited Front and confirmed

ss such as recently as 28 April 1975," (Purchett note: =y a apeoial congress of the
Foyal Government of the gational Union of Cambodia [wonue] and WUPC,

"1 am," Sihanouk continued , "the only noncommunigt head of state chosen by communists.
And T am very proud of this, This 1=z a unique raat in history. 1 am a Khmer Rouge
by adoption.

Prhe Wational United Pront ower whieh T preside is a model af monelithie unity.
Whieu Samphan and the other Enmer Aouge leaders are authentlc nationalists, They
are for our country's goaplete independence. Some prople mmsert that I am a Cninese
puppet because Y headguarters were in Feicing, Or a Vietnamese puppet whenever T
wisit Hanol...We are no one's puppets. What unites us is the fact that ve all are
Mfambod lans.

Mopina is our greatest friend but gertainly not our master.

"1 am very proud that the pambodians ware the first peaple ko ereate 2 clasaleass
soelety, In Fhnom Penh the Fhmer Rougs has established a reglme gimilar to the regime
they had sgtablished in rural sreac, Everything has heen put on the same level., There
are no longer any rich or poor, exploiters or explolted. There are no differences

of olass and wealth. mhere 12 only one GLABE, The suthoerities feed and glathe every=
body mecording to his or her neede. NUFC committees cperate At EVETY level af wark
organization. They eollact the necessary products from the Trade Ministry and dis-
ppibite them egually amomg families,”
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[Question] And what about the issua of Phnom Panh's evacuation follewing 1ibaration?

[An=war] It was absclutaly nescessary to carry out this slening up. imder Lon Nel
the 2ity became a Sode= and Gomormah, When I was young and read the Bible T 414 not
belfeve in the axistance of thess two olties, But Phnom Penh really became an abyss
of vioe and sorruptioni Tha orly sclution was to empty it. Aftsr working with

pmsants, the former inhabitants returned; most of them have been truly regenerated,

uring the evaguation tha follewing three prinecipless wers chaspvad:
First, people whao wished to raturn to the regions of their origin were helped to do =so;
Second, families wers not to ba separated;

Third, no one was forced to lesive and, in faot, many resmained. Those who were neither
eples nor saboteurs were nobt interfared with., (Burchet nota: In fackt, a few peopla
fell viotim to a certain panias, fear of bembing or real famine, Others hseded the
duthoritissa' appeals and axplarations, But no violense wis used to ocarty out sosplete
evaamtion,

An anormous amount of work wvas féceseary to normalize conditions in the capital,
[Question] What are the prince's immediate plans?

[Answer] After a short rest in the DFRK T will keur, as the RONUC maked me to, soms
20 countries, mainly in Africa, to thank them for their help during our armed struzgle.
At the beginning of 1976 I will return to Phnom Penh and atay until Septembsr when T
will represent my country at the Colembo summit of nordlined asountries,

[Burchett] As for the few paople who decided to atandon the Cambodian cause, this fas
what the prince thinks of them:

"various ‘pecple joined us for various reagons and some of them had littls aptitude for
elther an armed struggle or revelution, After vigtery was achieved we told them that
Ehey could return to Phnom Fenh, but 1r they felt that they could not acoept the new
regime we would help them to go wheraver they wanted to go.

"We issued them visas for fmaris, Hong Keng, Macao and other places. However, thoses who
have sold themselves to our enemies will necessarily be treated as traitors....
Unfortunately, as far as the Western press is concerned, these sort of people gain the
sympathy of sditordalists,"

The prines belisves the main thing is that whether "Red" or not his country remain
neutml, indepandent and Cambodiap,

The fourth point adopbed during the recent NUPC congress emphasizes that Cambodia "favors
independence, peace, neutrality and nonalinement , and 18 resclutely opposed to tha
presence of any foreign military btase on Cambodian territory,”

As far am the prince is concerned, this sets a seal on the aims to which he hag deveted
most of his life,
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