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SIHANOUK COMMENTS ON QHINA, USSR IN TRIBUNE DE GENEVE INTERVIEW
Geneva TRIBUNE DE (ZENEVE in French 10 Dec 71 7

[Text] Bloody fighting is going on this week in Cambodia. Meanwhile, from his

asylum in Peking, Pringe Norpdom Sihanouk prediets that he will soon be returning to
Phnom Penh. Here, in an integview the prince granted him in the Chinese capital,
Alexandre Casella reports on the exiled Cambodian sovereign's view of the situation

in Asia in general, the balance of forces and the power play, as well as the prospects
for a possible restoration of his regime.

[Question] Your Royal Highness, how do you see the military situation in Cambodia
today?

[Answer] First of all, I should like to cite the case of Socuth Vietnam. The NFL has’
been fighting there for mere than 10 years, and it still cannot manage to liberate
Saigon and other cities.  As for us, we have liberated five provinges, and we are
everywhere. Our enemies are dug intc a handful of towns where they can held out

only because of American alr support. So I think that in 16 months we have achieved
some fine results. Right now we control two thirds of Cambodia, but the Indochina
war is a big war, and we shall need a few more years to free our country. We shall
wait for the Americans fo pull cut, and then we shall gobble our enemies up in a
single bite.

TQuestion] Your Royal Highness, letis talk about the movement you sponsor and direct,
the National United Front of Cambodia. When you say ffront,” you imply that there are
various factions involved. What factors unite--or divide--the members of your front?

[Answer] We are a united front of communists, royalists, Shianoukists, and some
socialists who are not communists, not to mention people of differing religious

beliefs. Hight now, these elements whose common geoal is the liberation of the country
form a very united front. But I believe, too, that theses factions will stay united

even after the liberation of the country. Actually, what does the [average] Cambddian
want, whether he is red or pink? First of all, he wants the country’s independence and
neutrality. Even the communists want independence. They don't want to become satellites
of China, or of the USSR, or of Vietnam, What we want first is independence, then real
democracy, and social justice that comes not from the fusion of the classes, but from

the equality of classes. ©Of course it may turn cut that, after liberation, the communists
will try to oust the others from power, as happgned in Czechoslivakia with Masaryk.
Obviously I can't tell you what the communists will do affer liberation, but so far they
tell me that they will respect the octher political parties.

iGnestion] What kind of aid is China giving you?

[Answer] China is giving us all kinds of sid, which enables us to exist as a state.

We have & national budget, the meney for which comes from China as a2 long-term, no-
interest losn. This budget enables us to maintain diplomatic relations, and 26 countries
have already recognized us. Besides that, we have a government, an administration, and
an army. We also get help from North Korea and from Cuba, which has Just sent us
several hundred weapons. Right now in Cambedia we have 50,000 purely Cambodian fighting
men. Before, there were a great many Vietnamese units helping us, but now our units

are overwhelmingly Cambodizn, and we don't even have any more Vietnamese adviszers or
instruztors. China would be helping us svan more if it weren't for the transgortation
problem, Our weakness, I admit, is transportation difficulties. Our Vietnamese

friends have thelir own needs £o taxwe care of, and as a consaguence a greazt deal of
China's material aid hee not yet been broughi inte Cambodiz. ¥ou have %o reckon with
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tha kmerizan bombing along Eha Bo Thi Mink Trall, as well a= the Tlotds that recsntly
raviged North Tietnam, BEut in spits of this, we can =ay thet, with China's help. we
are going to win this war, becense China 48 nokt like the Tth Fleat, that can wailgh
anochor and leawe this part of ths world. Chins will slways be thasd %o give us vhats
evar wa nesd. I will add that the military ald China f2 giving ua is fres, Chairman
Mao Tse-tung told me 50, and T Iike the way he put it: “We are not cannon salssmen.
As for the monay, we ahall lend it to you, but as for the arms sepd ammunication, that
is a gift from the Chinsse people.”

[(Question] In & few months the American president will be a gusat in Feking.
Doeen't Preasident Nizon's presence in tha Chinese capital shoek you?l

[Anawer] That dossn't shock me. I've been in China for more than a year, and
Prime Minister Chou En-lal doesn't hide mmoh from me. 3So I was already prepared
for this development, and I can even say that I am glad NMixen is coming to Feking.
Besides, Prime Minister Chou En-lal told me, "Por our part, Taiwen can walt. We
know that Taiwan will poms back to us some day, but it can walt, because nobody is
dying there, whareas the war in Indochina is causing tremendous suffering. So

for us, the main thing is to help our Indochiness brothers and get this war over with
As qulckly as possible." As for us, a8 Cambodians, we demand the total, immediate,
énd uwnoonditiongel withdrawal of American forces from Indochina. We want to be lst
alone, and Cheu Bn~lail will tell Mixon sp. B0 we have nothing to lose by letting
the Ohines+ have a conversatlon with the Americens. If Nixon won't agree, we shall
keap fighting the war, and the Chinese will help ue until we win., And if by chanoe
China manages to mrry the American pulleut from Indochina, that will be so mmaoh
the better for us.

[(Quastion] Your Royrl Highness, whers do you stand in your reletions with Mosaoow?
Do you still hope €6 get recognition from the Russlans?

[Answer] We den't expect anything from bthe Russians any more. [ think that those
bridges have been pretty well burnt, even though we are fighting side by side with
the socialist Vietnamese and the Laoc leftiste, who are both aided and recognized by
the USSR. We should liks to get the same favors from the Russians, but the TS3R,

I don't know why, wants nothing to do with us. HRecently, & Bonth ago, the USSR said
ko me, "fes, we do so wvant something to do with you. We don't want to recognize
your yoyal government, but we could recognize you as & front, end aven glve you
sconomic and military aid." Well, we told the Fussians that we don't travel that
road. We don't want to be recognized as a front, but as & government. That is all
ve're asking you for. We ars not asking for your aid, only that you recognize us

as tha Royal Jovernmant of Cambodia. And this is the point ths Russisns won't budge
on., They offer to send us mid, but you ses there is Chimess aid that still hasn't
got to ms in Cambodia. We have wire aid than we know what to do with. We have more
than we naed., There is only one kind of aid we need, and that is to be recognigsd
as the legitimate govermnment of Qambodis, Anyhody who will not make that gesture is
no frisnd of ours.

[Guestion] The Russians, 1ike France, have interasts in Southeast Asia. Don't you
think that it is becauss of those intereste that they refuse to recognise youl
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[Answer] I think it is in their long-range interest to reccgnize us. But they do
not see very far. I know, they are one of the great powers, and I do not mean teo
say that their goverrments are not intelligent, quite the contrary, I respect them.
But insofar as Cambodia is concerned, I think I know the situvation in my country
better than they do, and I can tell you that these countries are golng to lose

their shirts if they bet on Lon Nol, because that horse will never get tc the finish
line, Well, betfting on the wrong horse is the worst thing a government can do,

[Question]l Then how do you explain the Soviet attitude?

[Answer] I think the Russians feel like whites, and they don't want the yellow
pecple to get too strong. It would be hard for the USSR not to help North Vietnam,
which is in the socialist camp. But I've seen what the Russians are giving Hanoi.
The planes, the rockets, the radar--none of it is modern equipment. The Russians
haven't given Hanoi a guarter of what they have given Egypt. Why? I'11 tell you;
it's because the Russiang don't want Hanoi to win. They give the Vietnamese Just
encugh to sc they won't lose the war, bubt not enough to win it, even though they
could do it. The Russians have a complex about the yellow peril, and by handicapping
the Indochinese, they are really aiming at China. And besides, that's why the
Americans intervened in Vietnam to start with; they were aiming at China. They
wanted to keep China from growing too powerful, and they attacked the Vietnamese.
With the Russians, it's the same thing. They refuse to help the Cambodians

beeause they're afraid of the Chinese.

[Question] Would you agree to a negotiated settlement of the Cambodian problem?
Would it be possible for the contending forces in Cambodia to meet in a conference
along the lines of the Paris conference?

[Answer] No. Theére is no possibility of our doing what the Vietnamese have done,
The people in Phnom Penh have stated that they will never sit down at a conference
beside our government, and we feel the same about i1t.

[Question] You don't see any prespect, then, of a coalition government?

[Answer] That is absolutely out. We are the only legitimate government. If people
want a coalition government, let the other factions come Join us and participate in
our goverrment,

[Question] But you don't rule out taking back some of the elements from Lon Nol's
government, do you? '

[Answer] Of course, we welcome them if they want to Join us. Por example, if one
fine day Mr Cheng Heng, who--illegally, for that matter--is taking my place in

Phnom Penh as chief of state, were to Join us, we could maKe him minister or some-
thing of the sorf in our government. But if Sirik Matak were to leave Phnom Penh
and come to Peking, we pould make him, for example, one of the deputy prime ministers
in our government. Or even Lon Nel, if he comes; we can take them all, even though
they are war criminagls who have caused a great many innccent people to die, and who
nave destroyed the ccuntry for deollars, we can pardon them if they come over to
suppert the legitimate goverrment, And so the way is still open for a pelitiecal
settlement, but on condition that the principle of ocur legitimaey is not violated.
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{Question] ¥Your Royal Highness, you have stated that you plan to retire when your
forees have won vietory. So whether you win or lose, the Sihanou¥ era is over,
Under those conditiens, why go on fighting?

[Answer] What, after all, I can't end my career with a sentence of death from Lon Nol!
I shall have to rehabilitate myself in the eyes of history and of Cambedia.
Renabilitating Cambodia in its neutrality, in its independence, and its territorial
integrity, is rshabilitating myself in the eyes of history. I want to end my life
with a victory, then I shall have a good name in histery. But if I go on as chief

of state after victory. I run the risk of being pushed out the windew by the com-
munists, like Masarvk, or I might be Imprisoned for revisionism or deviationism,

¥nen Cambodia won its independence, I was a national herc. Then the Lon Nol gang
btranded me a national traitor. So I shall become a national herc once again after
the liheration, and I want to end my career then. Like some of the bicycle racers,
like Jacques Anquetil, for example. Right now, you've got that Belgian, Merckx, who
is winning all the races, but if he's smart he will end his career while he's still
winning. It isn't that I lack physical or moral courage, but what I have to do is

to rehabilitate myself and retire in beauty, in an exit that it is, if not triumphant,
at least honorable., Obviocusly, it is pessible that I might go on for a few years
after liberation as chief of state, Even the communists have asked me to. During
the reconstruction period, Cambodia may still need me to represent the natlon, fto
accept credentials from ambassadors, tc do publie relations., But I shall have
nothing to do with domestic polities. That has cost me too much already.

[Question] So your departure would mark the end of the Cambodian monarchy.

[{Answer] Of course, of course. But after all, you have to move with the times.

As King Farouk of Egypt used to say, pretty soon there will be only five kings left;
the king of spades, the king of clubs, the king of hearts, the king of diamonds and
the king of England, Tt's too bad, because I'd like Cambodia to be a kingdom, even
without me. Besides, Cambodians are very deeply attached to the monarchy. My
communists are doing everything they can teo quench that flame in the hearts of my
supporters. I don't blame them. All's fair in war. They're communists, and they're
doing their duty. T let them do it. Why? Because i'm tired, and I'm disgusted with
pecple, When you see pecple who owe you everything dirty you, drag you in the md--
taking over the government is nothing--but to be so unJust and unfair to me, that's
what disgusts me. I am struggling for the liberation of my country. I have the
strength te do that, But to fight to keep myself in power? No, I won't fight.



