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CAMBODIA
5IHA NOUK INTERVIEWED ON PUTURE FLANE POR CAMBODTA
Paris APRIQUE-ASIE in French 24 Mgr-g Apr TS5 pp 34-15 LD=--FOR OFFICIAL UsE ONLY
[tndatea interview with Prince Morodom Slhanouk given in Pelcing: "In 3 pew Weekn; "]

[Text] Now, 5 yegrs after the CIA coup, ecouls ¥ou outline the political and military
situation?

Morodom Sihanouk: QAfter 5 years of their war of aggression and colenization, the
United States, which has already spent more than ¥7 billion on thig War, is forced to
admit today, through 1ts top leaders, Messrs Pora, Elssinger ang Schlesinger, that the
fational resistance of the Cambodign people, that is, the Nupc (Mational Uniteq Pront
of Cambodia ), the RGNUC (Royal Government of Matiorsl Union of Cambodia), and the
CPNIAP (Cambodian Pecple's Matiomal Liberation Armeg Forces), is now in a conguering

On the military level, the Cambodian resistance controls absolutely all land and river
communications,

Our most important victory is that won in the so-called battle or the Mekong,

Elsewhere, many of the enemy's strategic towns and positions in the regions ef Phnom
Penh and Battambang, cambodig's Eecond city, have been conquered and liberated by the
CPNLAP, Three=-fourthe of Lon Noll's elite soldiers have been elimingteqd slnce

1 January, Several thousand of his othar soldiers, 0.5, merceraries, have been killed
during the sams period. Tens or thousands of othar g0ldiers haye bean wounded or
captured or have fleq the 80-called "Khmer Republic" to rally to the NUPC and settle
in the 1iberated zome ,
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The enemy now faces &n impasse: the impossibility of finding new "sarnonfodder,” In
an attempt to replace the men of his decimated units, Lon Mol recently resorted to
enptying his prisons, releasing civil law offenders and sendling them to the front,
Arfter that he sees only a vacuum, Consequently, the frenstic Berlin-type airlirt
established by the United Statea, on the one hand between U Taphac (Thailand) and

Fhnom Penh and on the other between Saigon and Phnom Penh, and the new American finan.
c¢lal, food, material and military ald granted to the Phnom FPenh qQuislings have no chanee
at sll of saving the hide of Amerisan neccolonlalism in Cambodia,

The inesluctable and issinent ¥ictory of the cambodian resistance 1is sven being predicted,
forecast and announced by President Gerald Ford himsell and his secretary of defenze,

Mr Schlesinger, On the political plane, the Lon Nol clique is more isclated, hated and
scorned than ever by the populatien and youth of his charlatan, sorrupt "republic,”
d#veral student demonstrations hostile to Lem Nol's government have taken place in Phnoz
Penh and Battambang, the only cities where there is still g3 remnant of "life." The 10
or o other secondary towns still undsr the "sentrol" of ocur enemies have been desertea
by their inhabitants and have no activities other than military ones.

The CIA looks after the defense of these towns, having under its command Cambodian mer-
cenaries, mogt of whom are of Cochin-Chinese origin (South Vietnam,] The few American
congressnen who regently visited Phnom Penh have Just admitted that the situation of the
satellite "republic" is desperate and that any new American aild granted by Congress to
Lon Nol's eligque could do fne more than maintain its survival for another 2 or 3 months,

What forecasts can be made for 19757

Neredom Sihaneuk: Without considerable new American aid, Phnem Penh, the enemy's last
bastlon, will fall in a few weeks, With considerable new American aid, Phnom Penh

eould survive for a few months, Our national resistance will, in any case, do every-
thing possible to cut short our nation's suffering and put an end to American aolonialism
and 1ts quiglings in Phnom Penh befors 1976,

What is the situaticn in the liberated zone®

Woredom Sihanouk: In the liberated zone the eituation is exaellent in every respect,
The people's adeministration in the ¥illages, communes, districts, provinoes and towns

iz working with the enthusiastic support of all, including the monks, The "breaking-in"
period of the RONUC, all of whose ministers are inside the country, is completed, A
national sengress was held at the end of Pebruary and passed resolutions fixing once

and for all, very clearly and Judiclously, the present and future position eof the

NUFC and RGNUC with regard to nationml and international problems,

Ory the social, eultural and economic planes the NUFC has achieved groat Buccesses, In
wirtime, the liberated zones of our country have a rice surplus, while in the "Khmer
Republie® several people of all ages die of starvation =sach day, despite Unele Zamias
daily gift of 600 tons of American rice. The NUFC and the RONUC have totally repudiated
the riel of the Phnom Penh regime and are offering the state and the nation of cambodiam
A4 n2w riel 28 the national currency.
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After the UM Deneral Assembly, what are the pomalusions of the RONIC on the
diplematic situation?

NHorodom Sihanouk: The UN votes on“the pambodia problem enabled us to see clearly
which sountries and governments are our real friends and whioh "do not 1like us.”
This is wvaluable for the poliey and diplomacy whioh we will have to draw up on the
interrationsl plane after the liberation of Fhnom Peph so as to defssd the higher
interssts of our hemeland and our peopls in the {nternational ocommunity.

Cencerning the attitude of UN Secretary Jeneral Xurt Waldheim we are satisfied
with 1t, besauss despite the UN resclution urging us to negotiate a "pax Americana”
with the Phnom Pemh quislings, Mr Waldheim sonsiders--rightly-=that besause of our
refusal, thers 18 ne reason for him to go to Phnom Penh to try to sst impossible
negotiations in motiom,

At the end of this year the United Nations will probably see the ROWDC regain its
rambodian ssat without any debates or votea. Fhe armed struggle and immense
paorifices of bleood and lives by our herois pecple will, I am convinesd, sucoeed In
enabling us to return to the United Natiora by the front door amnd by our own
efforta,

We will nevertheless remain eternally grateful to the g0 or 83 nomalined and
gocialist countries, governments and paoples who are our friends amd our staneh
support in the darkeat hours of-eur histery.

fur vietery on the battlefield and at the United Matlions will alas be their wvictory.

As for ths other countries and governments which claim to believe in justice and
freedom, and which have not thought 1t nesesssary to support us, T hope that they
will soon resognize the fast that the war in Cambodia is not a oivil war, that
it is essentlally a war of aggression, golonization and genccide by the United
States and that the mo-called “Fhmer Republic® is nothing but a vile sreation
of American imperialism, incapable of living for a single inatant without a
magsive injsotion of American aid of #11 kinds. I hope that they will begin

to pay attention to the highly signifisant gdmissions made retently by President
Ford and Messrs Xissinger and Schlesinger, mscording to which the Lon Wol regime
18 absclutsly not visble without the long-distance support of the United States.
And a wvieterr by ths Cambodlan resistance will shake not only the foundatioms of
the American empire in Socutheast Asia but alse throughout the world.

What 18 at stake in our struggle in Cambodia im therefore of capital importance
for our Third World and fer the rest of mankind, Tt is for those countries and
governments whe elaim to believe in freedom, justiee and peace to draw inferences
from this conserning their inconsiderate attitude towvard us while we give our life-
blecd for thelir futurs too.

After the ineluctable viotoery of the revolutionary Cambodian people, what will be
cambodia's relations with its neighbours and the other gountries of the world,
particularly with the great powers?

Worodom Sihanouk: Our polioy ard attitude vis=a-vis other neighbouring or distant
gountries will be thought out by taking into gocount, sbove all, their policles and
attitudss toward us, partisularly during the most Adifficult years of our national
aristence between 1970 and 1975, [paragraph continues ]
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After the 1iberation of Phnom Penh, we will make efforts to develop to the maximum
our friendship, solidarity and cooperation with the 90 or mo eountries which showed
themselves o be our reliable friemds and firm Eupporters between 1970 and 197s,

The majority of theas fervent friemds are Arabe and Africans, Our Palestinian
brothers are, of sourse, fneluded,

But we w111 alsoc make efforts to widen to the maximum our cirale of friendshipa,
regardless of differences of ideclogy or soaial syntem,

We will willingly maintain friendly and cooperstive relations on sertain rlanes,
the economic plane for instance, with countries which truly respect our national
independence, our territorial integrity, our ideclogical option and our forelgn
poliey ef nonalinement,

We will, of eourse, owe them reciproeity and total respeot,

Concearning the great Powers, their atd will he accepted only 4f 1t iz absclutely
unconditional and 1f 1+ respects our dignity, 1ike the aid frem the PRO, and we
will ask them to obzerve fully, in their relations with us, the rule of absoluts
equality between large, medium and small states and betwsen rich and poor countries.

We point out, howaver, that we will always refuse to hava any relations with Tionist
Isranl,

Az for the so-salled "governments" of Taipei, Seoul and Saigon, we will always aonaider
them a8 mere areations of Amerioan imperialism and consequently we will have no
relations with tham,

On the other hand, the PLO is and always will be the state of Palestine to us, Tem
Phnoem Penh representative will have the eank and Frivileges of an ambassador whare
our governmeént 1s concernad,

Concerning the United dtates, we will have no official relations with 1t 1¢ 1%
eontinues te grant aid and proteation to the Phmem Peph quisling eligque. Conaerm<
ing Thailand, we will open relations with 1t only when, first, there are no more
foreign military bases there, as these bases threaten our Independence and peace:
and second, it deelares that 1t respacts our territoriasl integrity, our common
borders and Cambodin's ownarship of the Preah Vihesr temple, which was oonfirmed
long age by the Tnternational Court in The Hagus.

Pirally, conserning our Tndochinene neighbors, we will toetally implement hoth the
8pirit and the letter of the Joint prowisions of the resolution made Jointly with us
in April 1970 at the historie Conference of Tndechiness Paoples,

What will be the needs of the liberated Cambodia, both immedistely and after the
reatoration of peace?

Norodom S54hanoul: Tmmedintely, we need: Pirst, aid in Ameriean dollars or other
strang eurrencies to buy from the officers and eiwil Barvants of Lon Nol esrtain
articles which are necessary for the centinuation of oupr national liberation struggle,
Sesond , modern arms, including antisfrerare dafense, and espeolally ammunition,
Third. varicus medicines and surgieal equipment. [paregraph eontinues]
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pourth, the recognition of the RIMIC by a greater mumber of countries slaiming to
balisve in fresdom, justice and peace, and stricter implemsntation of the regalutiona
soncerning us of the Fourth Noralined Countries Summit Confersnce in Alglers. Filth,
spprosches by all countries which believe in justice, peace and freedom to the United
States to stop them from fanning the {lames of war in Cambodia, that iz to make
them end their aid to the Lon Mol cligue amd all their interferenca in Cambodian
affairs.

To tell the truth, we nead tha fourth and fifth more than the others. Aftar the
liberation, our ravaged and ruined sountry will need all kinds of aid for ita ratiomal
sahabilitation and reconstruction, particularly in the following fields: infra-
strusture, roads, bridges, economy, industry, agriculture, irrigation, electrificatlon,
posts and telecossuniclations, sducation, public health and social action,

Ald from all countries will be welcoms, 1f it 15 absolutely unconditiomal.
Five years after the coup, what thoughts have you had from this axparlsnce?

Worodom Sihanculk: My experisnce will have been both very sad and vary exelting., As

far as my race is congernsd, I could mot have imagined before tha 19 March 1970 coup that
it sould spawn individuals as abject, low, mallcious, antipatriotic and incompetent as
the Lon Mol people, and on the other hand heroes as fantastic as thoss among us who

are about to totally conguer,U.S, imperialism.

In addition, I have discovered with stupefaction how many foraign individuals and govern-
ments whish T believed to be friends through thick and thin in reality ware only enamies
disguised as ardent frisnds.

on the other hand, my amagement has also been great on discovering so many simgere
friends among the men, women and govermments whose nobility of heart and soul, high
and incomparabls moral virtuss, or aven existense I had rot comcelved of before

18 Mareh 1970, For me that is one reason mot to despair of manity,

Finally, what gives me the despest satiafaction and a legitimate pride is the rebirth
of the Cambodian psople as a great pecpls capable of inoredible military exploits while
snduring the most terrible trials and sufferings inflieted by a reputedly invinesible
golossal enemy.

In additien, the Cambodian peopls, whom U,3, impsrialism has dons and is still doing
evarything to completely slimimate,ars mot only still on their feet but are realizing
what I belisved could mot be realised among us: a ravolution forever slimimating those
taints which dramatically handicap so many of the nomcommunist courtries of our Asia
which knmow corruption, smuggling, prostitutiom, alcoholism, gpanbling and games of chance
and ether urhsalthy pursuits,

gertainly in the tiny U,3.-Lon Mol snolaves among us, thass taints and vices are at their
height. But as the peopls of Washington have just rightly predicted, these Sodoms and
gomorrshs will be swept away in the weeks or months to come, thanks to the Khmer Rouge.

I do mot doubt it, The futures of my ocountry is brilliant, Out of this terrible trial
by fire the Casbodian race, peopleand OOUNEIY will emerge regenerated and mature.
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After the liberation of Phnom Penh, we will maks efforts to develop to the maximum
our friendship, solidarity and cooperation with the 20 or so sountries which showed
themselves to be our reliable friends and firm supparters betweesn 1970 and 1975,

The majority of these fervent friends are Arabs and Africans, Our Palestinian
brothers are, of course, ineluded,

But we will also make efforts to widen to the maximum our eirele of frisndships,
regardless of differences of ideclogy or sooial syetem.

We will willingly maintain friendly and cooperative relations on certain planes,
the sconomicz plane for instance, with countries which truly respect our national
independence, our territorial integrity, our ideclogical option and our foreign
policy of nonalinement,

We will, of courss, owe them reciprocity and total respeat.

Oonoerning the great powers, their aid will be accepted only 1f 1t is absolutely
unsonditional and if it respeats our dignity, like the aid from the PRC, and we
will ask them to observe fully, in thelr relations with us, the rule of absolute
equality between large, medium and small states and betwean rich and poor sountries.

We point out, however, that we will always refuse to have any relations with Tionist
Izsrasel,

As for the so-called "governments" of Taipei, Seoul and Saigon, we will always consider
them am mere ereations of Ameriean imperialism and consequently we will have no
relations with them.

On the other hand, the PLO 1s and always will be the state of Palestine to us., Tts
Phnom Penh representative will have the rank and privileges of an ambassador where
our government 1s eoncernsd,

Concerning the United States, we will have no officisl relations with 1t 1f 1%
continues to grant ald and protection to the Phmom Penh quisling elique. Consern-
ing Thailand, we will open relations with it only when, first, there are no mors
foreign military bases thers, as these bases threaten our independence and peane;
and second, it declares that 1t respects our territorial integrity, our common
borders and Cambodia's ounership of the Preah Vihear temple, which was confirmed
long ago by the Tnternstional Court in The Hagus.

Finally, eoncerning our Indochiness neighbors, we will totally implemant bBoth the
8pirit and the letter of the joint provisions of the resclution made Jointly with us
in April 1970 at the historic Conference of Indsachinese Peoples,

What will be the needs of the 1iberated Cambodia, both immediately and after the
restoration of peace?

Norodom Stihanouk: Tmmediately, we nesd: Pirat, aid in American dellars or other
strong surrencies to buy from the offioers and oivil mervants of Lon Nol cartain
srticles which are necessary for the continuation of our national liberation struggle.
Sepond, modern arms, ineluding antiairocraft defense, and especially ammunitieon,

Third . various medioines and surgieal equipment. [paregraph sontinues]
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Fourth, the recogiition of the RONOC by a greabter Tusmber of countries claiming to
belisve in freedom, Justice and peace, and stricter implementation of the resolutions
concerning us of the Fourth Moralined Countries Summit Conference in Algiers. Fifth,
approsches by all countriss whish believe in justiee, peacea and freedom to the Thited
States to stop them from fanning the flames of war in Cambodia, that is to maks
tham end their aid to the Lon Mol cligue and all their interferanfce in Cambodlan
affairs,

To tell the truth, we nead the fourth and fifth more than the others. After the
liberation, our ravaged and ruined gountry will mesd all kinds of aid for its matiomal
rehabilitation and reconstruction, particularly im the following fields: infra-
structurs, roads, bridges, sconomy, industry, agriculture, irrigation, alectrification,
posts and telecommunigiations, education, publie health and social actilon,

Ald from all countries will be welcome, if 1t is absolutely unconditiomal.
Five years after the coup, what thoughts have you had from this axparisnce?

Forodom Sihanouk: My experisence will have been both very sad and very axcitimg. As

far as my race is concernad, I could mot have imagined bafore the 19 March 1970 coup that
it gould spawn individuals as abjest, low, maligious, antipatrioctis and ingompetent s
the Lon Mol pecple, and on the othar hand herves as fantastic as thoss among us who

are about to totally conguer.U.S, imparialism,

n additien, I have discovered with stupefmctlon how many foreign individuals and govern-
ments which T believed to ba friends through thick and thin in reality were only ehemias
disguised as ardent friends.

On the othar hand, =y anmazement has also been great on discovering so mary sifcere
friends among tha men, women and govermmants whose mobility of heart and soul, high
and incomparable moral virtues, or sven axistence I had rot comweived of before

18 March 1970, For me that is one reason mot Go despair of humanity.

Fimally, what glves me tha despest satisfmction and m legitimate pride is the rebirth
of the Cambodian people as @ great peopls sapabls of incredible military exploita while
senduring the most terrible trials and sufferings inflisted by a reputedly imvincible
solossal shemy,

In additien, the Cambodian pecple, whom U,5, imperialism has doms and is still doing
sverything to complately sliminate.are fot only still on their feet but are realizing
what I belisved could mot be realized among us: a revolution forsver elimimating those
taints which dramatically handieap so many of the moncomsunist countries of our Asia
whioh imow corruption, ssuggling, prostitution, aleoholism, gambling and games of chance
and other unhealthy pursuits,

Cartainly in the tiny U,3.-Lon Mol sfclaves among us, thess tailnts and vieas are at thelr
height. But as the peoples of Washington have just rightly predicted, these Sodoms and
gomorrahs will be swept away in the weeks or months to come, thanks to the Khmer Rouge.
T do rot doubt 1t, The future of my coumtry is brilliant, Out of this terrible trial
by fire the Cambodian race, peopleand oOUNtTY w11l emerge regensrated and mature,



