OFFICIALS' STATEMENTS

OPINIONS OF ASIAN AND PACIFIC LEADERS

—Prince Norodom Sihancuk of Cambodia,
May 9, 196T:

““They launched these attacks because they
want to create civil war. ...

i i inst them
‘ e fail in our operations again ‘
arifi“‘irf the Khmer [Cambodian] tVletSIf\iJ:;}:

i ran
e wvictorious, they can

‘(ca}ll‘gel;xgation into a Communist cguntry. dIf
not they must continue to accept independ-
ence and neutrality . . . .

““The masters of the Khmer Viet’J;Viinh are
the Viet Minh and the Viet Cong.
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— Cambodian Chief of State Prince Norodom

Sihanouk, May 9, 1967;

““Concerning the Communists, dear com.
panions, we say that we trust the Chinese
and Vietnamese. But when the moment
comes what will happen between us and
the Vietnamese?

“I must tell you that the Vietnamese
Communists and the Viet Cong negotiated
with us three or four times but that ab-
solutely nothing comes out of the negotia-
tions, They did not signapledge of respect
for our present fromtiers, That is the
first problem. The second problem is the
fact that the pro-Viet Minh Khmer [Cam-
bodians] have had the habit of permitting
the Viet Minh to come into our country,
Formerly, after I had expelled the French
and after the French troops left Cambodia,
the Viet Minh remained in our country in
order to conquer it. How can we have con-
fidence in the Viet Minh? Will we be able
to escape falling into their hands once we
turn Communist?

‘. . JIf we side with the Viet Minh, we will
lose our independence, , .
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