Cam bodia

file

/SI_ID} 7/

date Sub-cat.

UPI

in Cambodia. pow that Prince Mo-

of his positién, s’ “chief of atate; Lb

s an accidental general v
"He embarked ou ‘s mihtary

career late ‘in life, because: Viet.

namese - Communists were  med-

PARIS Mll‘Ch l!—-Gen. Lon_
‘ Nol who effectively - holds . power'

- i‘that Sihaouk has ‘been
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3 mawme edncd by. Sibanouk
once.. descnbcd Lop Nol as “a
,b!oc.k. ) rdck. gnssive, .and
weighty, He speaks littte, with a

“in ) fow deep ¥oice, an¢ a minimum

sécénd most “powerful position »in
the :country, that of -Prime. Minis-
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of uestures. . .

Slhanouks mag c also said
Lon'Nol' Was pot -diven"to saber
rattlmg, or ‘to - altendin‘g cocktail
_partun. . AS

“It ‘he’ has o mzhce war; it is
with the obstinacy of a peasant
who defends his famdy, hxs fields,

. | his . ‘fnllagc.-

It i3 pethaps only a comc:dence
that: Ion Nol became the prime
ﬁgnre in  an  anti- Vietnamese
movement . when Viet Cong.troops
began -to ocempy his home - pro-

*| vince in strength,

Lon Nol was born in the Cam-
bodlan province of Prcy Veng in
1913, ‘and. be konows hig Yiet-
‘namese adversaries - well, He ats
tendéd school with them as a
youth jn Saigon, and later’ fought
the Viet' Minh (forcrunngrs of thq
Vief Cong) durmg the ‘IncTo-Chma
war. ‘n.; , \; Ny "fn_

‘Long before bemg thrust mto
the :mhtary, Lon Nol had a long
and’ lllustnous "career, startmg
first in law, and working in varj-
ous government posts concerned
with "' agticulture,” road construc-
tion, Tand- feform, and ‘fmally po-
lice work,

"At the close of World War 11,

-\ he. was the mational police direc-

tor, but Sihanouk made him a
diplomat. He headed the Cam-
bodian delegation which negoti-

-jated the return of Batambang

Provinge to' Cambodian control,
He was then named governor of
the . province which had been

seized by. Thailand during World
War II, -
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opste& Jrom the. top position, the

rodom Sihanouk his been stripped | mast: powerful man apparently s}
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