
Victnamcse lorccs cntcred its iburtli wcck. the Soviet 
continued to block cflorts to restorc Laotian neutrality througii 
the maciiincry of tlic 1962 Gcnrva Conlcrcncc, of whic!i ir is 
a Co-Cl~nirmair (with Ijritain). The Sovict !:orcign kiiiiisiri. 
rcfuscd a Uritisii rcqucst for the joint circulation of :u: ;~;)pcxi 
for the witlidrawa! of Sort11 Victnamcsc troops from I.aos, 
addrcssctl to .\lorcow aiid I,ondon on Febrii;lry 5 hy t11,. 
Laotian Prime Minister. In his letter, circulated by BritAii 
alone on hiarcli 4, Prince Souvanna Pliounia said that H:inoi’s 
intention was to “occupy and cnslavc” his country. Protesting 
against the g r o v h g  menace from Hanoi, he  again dcmandcd 
tlie witiidrawal of :ill North Victnaincse f‘orccs. U u t  \vliilc 
noting tlicir activity along t l ic  Ho Chi Minh trail, IIC csprcsscci 
greater conccrn about tiicir attacks in  January and February 
on government-held towns aiid garrisons. Tlicy had capiiii-cd 
Muong Phalane and Muong Soui (a garrisi,ii of neutraiisi 
forccs) and subscqurntly tnkcn four of the sis tzi1it:iry positions 
which protccted Luang Praban:, tlircatcning tlic royal capital 
itself. A govcrnmcnt coniinuniqcC on Fclmnry 8 deplorcd 
tile incursion ol‘ South Victn;lii:csc troops across L;ioti;in 
bordcrs, but said t l int  tlic “primary responsibility" lay wit11 
Korth Victnam which was continuing to violate tlic ncutrali ty 
and territorial intrgrity of Laos. It called for thc imnicdiatc 
wit1idmw:il of a!I forrign troops. 

A bizarrc Ikiturc of tlic fighting hiis I ~ c ( . i i  ihiioi’s 
insistciice that thc Communist forccs undcr attack in  Sout1iri.n 
Laos arc tlic locnl Pntlict Lao and Patriotic Xcutr;iIists, m1L‘ 

its rcjcction of .4nicrican allcgations about a Sort11 \‘ictn:inics~~ 
~~rcscnc~-t l ioi~gl i  tlic US nrgotiator at tlic Paris talks notcd 
on February 2j that H m o i  110 longer actually dcnied tiic 
presence of its troops. The  fiction is niaintaincd in the fi1c1. 

of ovcrwhelming evidence, including prisoners of war and 
deserters, that tlierc are at  least six Yortii Victnaincse rcgi- 
ments (12,000 men) in  tlie immcdiatc arca OF tlic fighting. 

By its construction and use of thc Ho Chi ?vfinh trail 
through Southern Laos, Hanoi has virtually treated tlie area 
as occupied territory, developing an  interlocking network 
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