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Loéal Reds Militant ,
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‘Hanoi Khmer'
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PHNGM PENH (UPI)—Hem
Hoeungy 40 years old: a shy
little msn who illastrates ose
reason it has besa impossl.
ble to aven make a start at
negotiatiog mn end to the war
in Cambodia:

Just.a shade over five fest
tall, with curly black hair
and twa gold testh. he was
until two weeks ago one of
the Hanpi.trained cadres thst
Tor the jpast four years have
operated the Communist figh.
ting machine here.

Then fis and 3 comrade
defected: to the U.S. suppor-
ted regime of Warshal Lon
Nol—-nof for overriding ideo-
logical ‘reasons but because
they feated for their lives at
the hands of lncal-grown
Kbmer Communists they say
are moving to take control,

sTheyaccuse those of us
who west to Hanoi of tarn-
ing our backs on our peaple.

and they say we are ravist-
onists,» §aid Hem, former
Commagd r of the 302ad

Battaliog of the Khmer Liber-
ation Arimy, speaking trough
an interjreter,

.15ome. of us bave been kil
lad already. [ felt we were
going o ba eliminpted,»

Observers hers soe soveral
prohlems alandingin the way
-~ of pear.eélbniks,‘ among them
are tiforls of Lhe ailing Lon
Co 1:.\"1@@' any resl steps
fuwacd Ipegotistions. The
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. case of Hem, one of about 30

of the so-called «Hanoi Khm-
ers» who have started to quit
fightiag in the last few mon-
ths, iltustrates another.

North Vietnam, which for-

" merly provided many of the

iroops in this s#ctor of Indo-
china, hae dropped into the
background of the war here.
But a mixed bag estimated at
between 40,000 and 50.000
Khmer Communists and «nat-
ionalists» of various- stripe
fights,

It has by far bheen impos-
sible to locale through - dip-
lomatic initiatives cnyone
who spesks for ths entire
movement, ’

For the US. government
it has meant well = oaver
ons bilkkoa dollars in aid and

a new conltroversy aver whe-

ther American military adri-
sers are operating sgainst the
orders of Congrass. .For the
Cambodian people, it means
that the suffering snd priva.
tion of war continue.
Communist radio braodcast
say that Lhe ousted former
Chiel uf state, Pririce Horo-
dom Shibhanouk, heads (ha
exile goveroment from his
base in China but Hem dis-
misses them as propaganda,
sShihanouk s purely =a
moutbpiecs for the Khmer
Communists.sxhe said,«l know
what Sihaponk is doing in Pe.
king is.only a fecade 1o get
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more support from the pea-

"sants. I don’t think the Khmer
Commuaisis will ever lat Si-

banouk come back.»
Hem s2id that his own in.

slructions, constantly rapea-
ted in 16 long years of {rai-

ning in North Vietnam, were

to return to Cam -

_bodis to promote a rovolu.
tion to overthrow the eroya-

list» regims.

Theson of a farmer ina

southern province wasa Viet-
Minh soldier in the fighting

against the French. When it
ended in 1854 he hLoarded a
Polish «i*'p with about 1,000

other :n} was taken 1o
North Vieltnam. Aoalysts be.

lisve about doubie that sum-
ber of «Hanoi Khtmerse sven-

tuai y went North.

- They were Orginally told
‘they would return home in
two yerrs, but the order to

start the march,back to Cam-
bodia did not come dntjl

April 1970, '

Whithin one month of the
ouster of Sihanouk by Lon
Nol. :
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Hemn and his fellow defec-

tor, Khun Savuthi 41, also a
former baitalion commander,

both believe that most of the
peasantry foes not like the

.~ Communist system and that

only a hadful of ihe insurgent
troops are volunteers. But
they see litlle change of or.
dunized resistance io the

Communists among ke pea.
sants gt thix stage,




