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U.S. and Cambodia

-
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The Sithanouk Weathervane Turns West

WASHINGTON — To  veteran
diplomats, Cambodia's Prince
Morodom Sihanouk has long
been one of the most reliable
bellwethers of prévailing politi-
cal winds in Southeast Asia.
With a skill that has often
exssperated, occasionelly enter-
tained, and always impressed
much larger powers, the mer-
curial Prince has pursued a zig-
zag course, deftly playing off
Peking, Washington, Hanoi and
Saigon to suit his own needs.

His constant objective has
been Cambodia’s—and his own
—gurvival. For Prince Sihanouk
is haunted by the fear that his
small kingdom will be engulfed

by jis more warlike neighbors -

in Vietnam or Thailapd, or sac-

rificed In the ideclogical clash
between Peking and Washington.
An Indicator

Cambodia’s  survival  has

rested, in large measure, Jon
Prince Sihanouk's ability to pick
the likely winner in the mortal
combat swirling around him. The
iwists and turns in-his foreign
policy thus reflect his apprais-
al of the fortunes of the region
—and are hence taken as an
indicator of what shrewd Asian
neutrals think sbout the out-
come of the Vietnam war.

Small wonder, then, that some

American officials last week
took comfort that Prince Siha-
nouk wanted to resume diplo-
matic relations with the United
States and had sharp words
of criticism for Hanol and the
Vietcong. Although ' the Prince
stuck to his basic neutralist
posture, his latest moves wers
taken as a sign that he evidently
thought alied prospects were
improving. .

By 1867 Prince Sihanouk was
hedging his bets. Evidently it
Ipoked fike a long war to him.
The North Vietnamese and Viet-
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something th¥ Prince had always
wanted to polster his territorial
::.I;ldm- againsf Vietnam and Thai-

These soothing words moved
Prince Sihanouk to sction. On
Wednesday, he announced he
would soon reopten relations
with Washington and said this
would let him “play a new
card since Asian Communisis
dre already attacking vs befare
end of the Vietnam war™

Support from West
In the long run, if the Paris
negotiations  succeed,  Prince

Vietcong troops to quit his ter-
ritory.
—HEDRICK SMITH
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Cambodia and Viet Cong Supplies /

SiH: Your newspaper of December 16, 1968, pub-
lished an amrticle by William F. Bu , JF., under the
headline, “North Vietnamization of the War"' in which he
said, and I quote: * . . . In fact, a great deal of material
laps into the port of Sthanookville in Cambedia, . . "

T must oppose & mosl ca denial to this
unfounded accosation, the aim of which is to discroedit
the oeuwtrality of Cambodia. Also, this article could
mislead the minds of your readers who 80e not aware of
qur usuical pulicy

Wi s i el v ol o Sl md
metmhes dn fhe Traeecnwtione e TR, T
ehnding Americsns, in Camboria have sffirmed very
often, after mumerous airies, ﬁﬂﬁtm‘tﬂm
oukville has never sf 55 transit port for material
supplies for Viet Cong forces. 3

On thendhnrhmd.ﬂambuﬁnmhumwt:
favoring Viet Cong o Aarme BCross
territory in order to nmm her policy of
ﬂrintmlity and non-interierence in the other coun-
e Thay Sok,

Charge &' Affaires,
Embassy of Cambadia.



