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Secretary. of State Dean Rusk said
today it was too early to tell 1f
Noith WVietham really wanted:to
talk peace but that the United
States would go “more than half-
way” if it- did, :

At a news conference here Mr
Rusk -commented op the latest
pesice talk reports from. Balgon by
saying “I cannot -tell you if there
has beén a. chenge. or not” in Ha-
nof’s stipulations for peace nego
tiations, -

It was reported in Saigon that
Hanol was ready to talk if the-
United Btates stobped ~ hombing
North Vietnam and haited all other
“acts of war,” against 1.

But Mr. Rusk said if it comld be
detertnined through'diplométic coni
tacts that there was a sincere Com-
munist desire for peace, the United
States would go more than half-
way. 1
However, he noted that the Com-
munists - have apparently otdered |
an“intensive offensive” in the war .
in.the coming months and. saxdw
there had. been “intolerable viola-!
tions™ by the enemy in the New
Vear's truce.

" skillfal Pursait )

‘He said the United States would
“pursue as skillfully . as - possible
whether  {here has been any
change” In Hanol’s conditions for
peace talks;

Asked . if -Ca-mbodian Prince
Novodom Sihanouk’s willingness
to diseuss the problem of Viet-

;namese . Communist - sanctuaries in

his.: country: indicated some. feel-.
ing!-on . the Prince’s part. as to
who' might -be- winning the Viet-
hait war, - Mr. Rusk spid: T
wouldnt want -to, speculate -on
other meanings.”

In. reply  to . another question,
he. sald. he did not expect .Am-
bassador. Chester Bowles, . .-the-
emisgary who will take up the
issue: with -Bihanouk, to .make any
direct ' diplomatic . conta.cts -with

either the Viet Cong or the North
Visttharese. - . ‘.

“As for Hanoi's new. statement.

on .- peace -talks, Mr, .Rusk  said
Notth: Vietnampese - Forelgn Min-
ikter Nguyen Duy. Telnh's Des: 80
‘declaration. ‘leaves.- & great - maty
questions. still- open.”

 Mr. Trinh - gaid- North \thnam
"will” talk with the United.States

once the bombing - a,nd other 808

of war stopped, ..

“I- think. the -use , of the word
‘will’ . instead of . 'would’ or ‘could’
is a new formulation » .Mr. Rusk
'sald. “We, need to clarify that
‘more”

Bafore. calling . an end to the
bombing, Mr. Rusk said the. Umtpd
States -would still. need. an assur-
’anee from. - Hanol that . the .North
would not, capitalize on the, halt
by - réplenishing its- supply, lies of
a.mmunition into the South K

He . declined Ito "make a judg-
ment now! on . whether or not the
stateinent, had brought peace. nego-
{tiations, any closer, Mr, Rusk sald
cthe. United Sts.tes needs. to: explore
'thore fully how the statemént re.
[lates .. to other ‘actiors " of North
Vietnam,

‘About slx diffexent world cap~
ltals * currently are involved -
spéculation on the statement, Mr

|Rusk said, and he expecteqd at least

six, moré may bienihe dnvolved. .

‘A% for Cambddia, Mr. Rusk sa,id
Sihanouks -main  congern . was|
maintaihing his nation’s neutrality,
“We strongly” suphott that . deslre,”
he sald,

-On_the qilestibh 6 “hot pursuit”
of Communist forces' into Cam-
bodm, Mr, Rusk sald th- United’
Btdtes would “much prefér” that
Cambodia take steps to elimina,teJ
the border sanctuary, -

“Prince Sihariouk is” rightly con-
cerned,” he sald, “We haye no
desire to see Cambodia mvolved in
the conflict.”

Mr. Rusk added that Slha.nouk
“ean be assured of our ‘fuil’ coopera-

tioh™” in trying not ‘to’ bring that

colinfr+ into the war.
U8B, offlcigls for five days. have
been _studying the Hanoi statement

thit’ ‘North Vietnam i5 . ready 4o |
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hold talks wIth the United States,

While Mr. Trinh’s statement was
the first explicit promise to talk
i bombing stopped, it restated '
the = Communist ' position—unae. -
ceptable to the United States and
Saigon—that the - Communist Viet
Cong political organization -in' the
South must, eventually be recog-
nized a5 the “sole genuine rep-
resentative” of the people of. that
area.

It also failed to contain any 01‘
the assurances Presldent Johhgon
has sought that a bombing - halt
would be followed by a lower level
in. Communist attacks to provide
a .basls for “productive” negotis,—- B
tions. - :

thrcugh '_ )

Seeking clarifmatien
diplomatic contacts in Moscaw,
Warsaw and other points, -the

United States has failed so farte -
secure reqmred assurances




