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EXPRESSING CONCERN OVER VIET CONG-NORTH VIE'ANA T

OF CAMBODIAN TERRITORY IN THE VIETNAM CONFLICT
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 27, 1967

The United States has the honor to request the Embasgsy of Australia
to deliver the following information to the Royal Cambodian Government,

The United States has regretted the impairment of its relations with
Cambodia, Despite differences, however,. the United States continues to
respect the neutrality, sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity
of Cambodia, .

A particularly distressing probiem dividing the United States and
Cambodia arises out of incidents in the Cambodia~South Vietnam border area.
The United States wishes to emphasize that American forces operating in
South Vietnam are engaged in conflict with Viet Cong-North Vietnamese
forces committing aggression against South Vietnam. The American forces
have no hostile intentions toward Cambodia or Cambodian territory. The
root cause of incidents affecting Cambodian territory is the Viet Cong and
North Vietnamese presence in the frontier region, and their use of Cambodian
territory in violation of the neutrality of Cambodia.

The United States has offered to cooperate in seeking a solution to this
problem, Following the suggestion of His Royal Highness Prince Sihanouk
for more effective action by the International Control Commission, made most
notably in December of 1965, the United States has consistentily supported such
action and has indicated its willingness to consider sympathetically any request
for specific assistance to this end,
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At the time, the Royal Cambodian Government suggested that the
International Control Cemnmission might undertake continuing and effective
review of activities in the Port of Sthanoukville, and it was further suggested
that the Commission might be expanded so that it could more sifectively
monitor the border areas between Cambodia and South Vietnzara,

In addition, the United States has supported an International Conference
on Cambodia, and il has also suggested direct, irformal talks with Cambodian
officiais in order to seek an alternative remedy.,

The United States is deeply concernad over the critical issue of the
Viet Cong-North Vietnamese use of Cambodian territory, and it wishes to
emphasize once more its willingness to cooperate in any reasonable method
of controlling this problem, The Royal Cambodian Governmernt may not be
aware of the extient of Viet Cong-North Vietnamese use of its territory; and
the United States therefore wishes to provide it with the atlached summary
of some of the evidence available, The docunients and interrogations from
which this evidence has been compfled are fully available if desired.
Additional evidence received in more recent periods is being assessed, and
may be presented to the Royal Cambodian Government at 2 later time,

The United Stat es believes that the Royal Cambodian Government will
share its concern over Viet Cong~North Vietnamese use of neutral Cambodia,
It is in the spirit of assisting the Roynl Cambodian Government in its efforts
to prevent violations of itg neutral territory that this evidence is being presented,
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