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{C) This report contains information obtained from an ememy document, and
concerns a study prepared by the Propaganda-Section of Subdb-Region 1, l(Pl.rtr
Committee, COSVN)). The study, which is dsted 10 June 1970, econtains an
assessment of the US intervention in Cambodis and an outline of the friendly
({vC/NVA)) situstion in the aftermsth of the intervention. The study ocon=
sists of the following four mein parts: (1) The motive of the US invasion
of Cambodis; (2) the situstion in Csmhodis since tHe overthrow of Sihanouk;
(3) the effect of the US intervestion in Cambedia; and (4) an estimate of
the situstion In the upcoming periocd. CDEC COMMENT: The Propagande-Training
Section Is part o?W?EIEfmtr. Headquarters, Bub-Region 1, COSVN,
Consequently, the document can be considered as an admisaion dy Sud-Region 1
of a decline in morale among cadr troops of Sob-Region 1 due to the
efferts of the cresa-border operations.
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ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATIGH CF T"F LS
' AGGRESSTON 1H camrunlA

(Prepared by the FPropaganda asd Trai iy Sectic. of Sub-Region 1)

The coup.d'etat perpetrated bty tie 0% 1. Cumesdls to depose Sihanouk a-=d
establieh a pro-American government composed of its i‘enchme~. aud the US expa sio.
of the war throughout Indo-Chi.e, nave scmehow disorieated ou: cadre, Party members,
Youth Group members, combatants, and o:her perscrnal. o

) At first, the majority of our personnel errcneously evalusted these events.
(This was pertly due to the enemy’s distorted psywar propaganda}, They presumed
that in attacking Cambodia, the enemy had attactked the cl:csest rear base of the IV
Revolution, and that once this base was lost, the “evolution would face great
difficulty and  the war wpuld be prolonged. This errcnecus presusmption had inc}ined our
personnel to pessimism., To refute it, we pvovided &n eualysis of those evenis for
our personnel to study in addition to indoctr: stion on Directise 134, After suudy.
many comrades have realized the true nature ci che prnislem. They have accurately
assessed the new advantages and difficulties created by US aggressic: in Cambodia.
They found out that there were no grounds fer pessixism, They even became enthu-
siastically optimistic when they realized thar :ur “evolution actually has many
more assets than difffculties, and that its assets are fundamerntal while its diffi.
culties are only temporary and l-calized.

Unfortunately, due o superficial and careless indcocirinaticn enwucied 1a
some areas, & number of our comrades still have errcascnz concepts which lave
adversely affected their mocrsle. (i ccarse, vhe real cause, as always is. their
unstable fighting spirit.) :

This is why the Prcpaga-ds 33d Training Secifon of the cub-regio: is issulrg
this analysis, The purpose =f ti.e anslysis 8 o heiv car Party mémbers correcclw
assess the Cambodian events sc tusr their cocfiderces in the Revclution wili be
increased and they will carry out their miesic~ g8 move e-trosiascicaily,

Our analysis contains discassion of the follcwing areas:

1. The reason why the 'S perpetrated :he zcup d'eta:, then sent her tro:ps
to Cambodia,

2, Development of thte situa*iocn since the Cimbodiar coup dietat.

¢
3. Advantages and difficulties of the SVM Ravolution, the Indochinrese

Revolution, and the US and their SVMN ard Cambodis: henchmen,

4, Prospects for the future.

1, :The reason why the US perpetrated the coup d etat and sent her troops to
Cambodia:

a, The US staged the Cambodis. coup d eva) to wipe syt Sihanouk s
iﬁdependent, peaceful, and reutrral regime which pindered its ambition to trapsform
Indo~China and Southeast Asia intc sz nec-calouv., They pleuned tco establish a2 (ambo-
dian puppet goverment under their controi, Ilien, wita the cooperation if their
henchmen in SVN, Laos, Thailand, and cther Scuths=st Asian countries, they would
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stem the ((socialist)) revolution i1 Southeast Asia and form an encircling force
to intimidate NVN, ((Red)) China, Horth sorea, ete,.. ({sic)).

‘(Page 2 of ltem 1 of J.T.))

The US had previously made great efforts to implement this scheme, and had failed
miserably. Their previocus attempts had aroused Sihanouk indignation, making hinm
sever diplomatic relations with the US, the SVN Puppet government, and Thailaad.

b, By instigating the Cambodian eveat, the UL also intended to destroy
the SVN Revolutfon's rear base 3to create difficulties for usyand to force us to
accept thelr terms at the peace negotiations, according to which SVN would alwavs

remain their neo-colony to & certain extent.

¢. The immediate purpose of their Cambodian operation was to divert and
ward off our 1970 Spring-Summer Campaign which they articipated as a powerfully
decisive blow that might crush their Vietiamization plan (the last US stratepic
Plan to hold SVN). Because they are actually very wesk, they worried extensively
about our campaign, '

"Paralleling the Cambodian plot and their aggression in Cambodis, they
resumed air raids over NVN on a small scale, intending to hinder our reinforcements
from NVN, thus limiting the power of our offensive and intimidating our people.

2, Development of the situation in Cambodia since the coup d'etat:

The reactionary Lon ol clique took over Port Sihanoukvilie, which used to
be an international harbor utilized by éhips from the socialist bloc., Our .
faction alse used this port t~ {nfiltrate a part of the supplies destined for SVN.
The Lon Nol clique c¢onfiscated a quantity of our supplies etored at the port, and
8ince thaen we have been denied the use of the port. They employ & part of this

Port to receive suppliies from the US and from reactionary Asian countries,

US:and SVN troops conducted attacks on Cambodia {along the border where
they bealieved our bases were located, especislly in the MJ'Vgt and Lu¥{ Cdu areas).
They cleared Route 1 whieh links Phnom Panh {the Cambodfan Capital) with Saigon,
They retook a nimber of Cambodian citfes and towns that the Cambodisn People's
Liberation Army hed 1iberated, They contained the develspment of the ((Red):
Cambodian Revolution, and helped their lackey Lon Nol-Mattac clique to recover.

In attacking the border, the US troops and t'ieir henchmen certainly caused scme
difficulties in the messing and dillieting of our tro-ps. ‘they captured quantities
of our weapons and ammunition, destroved a number of our caches, and discovered a
quantity of our food reserves,

Nonetheless, the Cambodian Revolution acquired great opportunities for
growing quickly and intensely throughout urban and rural areas. Several large
tural areas have been liberated, The Cambodian Revolutionary Government has
been established, A new trend of life is developing in both agricultural
production and combat aspects, Thousands of youths enthusiastically enlist,

The three forces of the Cambodfan Revolutionary Army have been activated and are
developing rapidly, The enemy's casualty rate in increasing steadily, In ouly
two months, Apr and May 70, more than 30,000 of Lon lol's troops have been killed
or disorganized, The Cambodian Revolutionary Government has been recognized by
more than 20 countries,
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{(Page 3 of Item 1 of 0.T.))
Because of the Indochinuse People'u High-Level Conference, the solidarity
QEEEE_EEE-Ehlﬂﬁ—PGOPIES was congiderably increased in the struggle against
their common enemy, DBecause they received strong support and wholehearted
assistance ({from the people ol Vietnam and iLaos)), the Campodian Army

and People enthusiastically sacrificed for the mission to quickly and strongly
increase the develcpment of thelr Revulutiou,

3. Advantages and difficuities for the SVN Revolution after the US
invaded Cambodia and expanded their war c¢i agsreseion throughout Indochina,

We had more fundauental advaatages than disadvantages, although we
encountered temporary difficulties in some areas.

Advantages:

:grf)¥?/ The US and Puppet ((PVM)) were Seriously defeated, increasingly bogged

s

~

~down, weakened, and driven to the defensive.

N \{‘ )
Their forces were more thinly dispersed and they were weakened and

ﬁlﬁifﬁhrown onto the defensive in the SVN and Lao battlefields.

f\f

7

K
\“"

Their immediate failure was the fact that they failed to hit the right

friendly poeitions, For exsmple, they admitted that when they attacked targeted
“@Teas, WOST Of our pouitions (such as agencles and storage facilities)

had already been wuoved to other areas; and that the relatively large-scale
operation had cosct ther a great deal cf money., l!ore than 35,000 troops of

Lon Nol, the US, and satellites, incinling nearly 2,000 Americzn troops, were
wounded, killed, or disorganized, In addition, a great amount of their war
materiel was damaged.

Their failure to prevent the collapse of the Puppet ((Czmbodia))
resulted in a surge in the development o¢f the Cambodian Revolution.
For more than two months, the Puppet ((Cambodia)) was not strengthened, but
was thrown into an increasing state of confusion. As a result, the imperialist
US was increasingly bogged down ((in Camboedia)).

The Lon Nol Government will be unable to survive after the US
and Puppet withdraw their forces, For this reason, the US had to leave the
Puppet forces behind when it withdrew its troops in Jun 70.

Without US air, artillery, and rear service support,the Fuppet
((RVNAF)) will e unable to withstand our attacks. They will be forced
to disperse their forces tninly. With their present potential, they will
not be able to hold out against the attacks of the ((VC)) South Vietnamese
people and troops. The BYN battleficld (after the US troops invaded Cambodia)
had many gaps, and it will be impossible to close them jn the future.
Tﬁapﬁsﬁ%aaiiﬁ battlefiald also had gaps when the US troops withdrew to
South Vietnam, These facts are favorable to the SVN Revolution,

The war budget for Southeast Asia was cut, but the US is still
expanding the war throughout Indochina. This will decrease the rare of
her military and other activities.
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_EEEEﬂﬁ;Y and vapidiy. Nixon's isolation is unprecedented. The
movement demanding a hait to the aggressive war in Indochina and #hé guick
and complete withdrawal of US troops is déveloping strongly.

;x<j The US peopie’s antiwar movement has the potential to expand

The US auchorities, even the officials in Nixon's Government,
have protested againgst him. A number of them have resigned to oppose
him,

The werid people’s movement against Nixon has also expanded and
intensified.

A.l of these movements and the enemy failures mentioned ahove
have blunted the warlike and adventurous will of Nixon and have driven
him deeper into cenfusion,

During a six-week period, he had to deliver three televised speeches,
((Page 4 of Item 1 of 0.T.))

A western ((meaning European)) broadcasting station stated: "The
SVN Liberation Army is presently using all of Gambodia as their support area."
/ In addition, based on the spirit of solidarity snd mmutual sugport, our people
L7 and troops have received assistance in manpower and materisl resources in
various fields, donated by the Cambodian_peoyle to the SVN Revolution,
Presently in Cambodia, there is not one HO Chi’ Minh Trail, but many.

The revolutionary movement in Indochina has been expanded, with the
participaticn of three countries instead of two as in the past. The three
countries are uniting tightly. About 50 million people in Indochina are,
side by side, fighting a common enemy, HMutual support provided in all fields
is creating new conditions and opportunities for the rapid development of
the SVN Revolution,

: These great and fundamental advantages are rapidly promoting the
Qiﬁevolution in Indechina. With the new conditions and capabilities, the

. egglution in South Vietnam could develop widely in the coming months,
! : \\

a;‘

A
Y/ X Dbifficulifes,

q
£
7 \? \? The enemy’s attacks on Cambodia have placed us in a partially passive
'\Q;‘ . pogltion (moving installations and storage facillties), T
NE g?‘"""

‘5 (‘ ‘ﬂf}i The enemy has seized a certain quantity of ammmnition, weapons, and
N ‘f\‘fic§¢ adversely affecting the supply of some battlefields in South Vietnam.
» £ ‘ ’

J \ﬂ\g° The expansion of the Revolution in Cambodia requires agsistance
\ﬁf Z ¥om our ﬁEEplg’gpd”ffacps (political and militar5—225;;?_;32532;:*;EH“I1nancial).
"y \«\ ———— T T '_r
“§¥r These temporary difficulties will not permanently affect the expansion
of the Revolution in South Vietnam., The evidence indicates that the decrease
in the intensity of our attacks in South Vietnam in May as cowmpared with
those in Apr was small, This was true despite the fact that we had to
provide support to Cambodia, In Jun 70, on some battlefields our troops

conducted strong and unrelenting attacks, some of which were larger than
those in April and May.
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4. Prospects for the future.

In the near future, the Americans will become more deeply bogged
down in Cambodia and will let the Puppet and satellites, such as South
Korean ((ROK)) and Thai troops, etc... ({(sic)) take the blows,

In South Vietnam, ((the enemy still has)) many weaknesses.

All the advantages mentioned above will continue to develop and
temporary difficulties will gradually be surmounted. On this basis, the
Revolution in South Vietnam will have additional conditions and opportuni-
ties to expand widely.

Having realized the new advantages and disadvantages created by
the rash US plan of expanding the war throughout Indochina, cadre, Party
members, Group members, combatants, other personnel, and the people in the

sub-region must Iiiwwwmwn
Directive 135 amd past victories in all fields. They must display greater
defermination, make the best use of time, take advantage of favorable
circumstances, and be resolved to surmount difficulties and the rigors of
war to motivate the people., In addition, they must intensify their
destruction of the eaemy pacification plan! loosen, paralyse, and break his
oppressive control] kill tyrants,

((Page 5 of Item 1 of 0,T,))

disrupt People's Self-Defense Force organizations; destroy his oppressive
#ontrol machinery; gradually expand our control over areas; return the
people to their former homes so that they can concentrate their activities
on produstion; strive to strengthen and develop the revolutionary forces;
mobilize ((the people)) to contribute manpower and materiel to the Revo-
lution; and intensify revolutionary activities in hamlets and villages in
their areas of responsibility.

Under the present circumstances, even a small effort made by
everyone has great value. For this reason, it is vital that we heighten
our vigilance and strictly observe the guidelines and internal regulations
concerning messing, billeting, movement, organization, and operations in
order to expand our movements, preserve our forces, and ensure that the
longer we fight the stronger we become, and the greater victories we achieve,

10 Jun 70
Propaganda and Training
Section, Sub-Region 1

END OF TRANSLATION
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(& Dec 70) (S pages, mimeographed; B- 3) Study, dated 10 Jun 70, prepared
4 Pordy GmaniuTe
by the Propaganda - Training Sectiozh/Sub-Region 1 ({COSW)), contains an assessment
s

of the US intervention in Cambodia and an outline qizyi‘rier;dly ((vC/vA)) situation in

the aftermath of this intervention. The study consists of four main parts as follows:

’

!,".7

1. The motive of the US invasion of Cambbdia: This motive was threefold, since
the US intended to:(1) a puppet regime in Cambodia which would serve as a tool

. - .
for the US to dominate South Kast Asia and to threaten NVN, Red China, and North Korea;
- ) t ! qA
(2) destroy ((VC/NVA)) sanctuaries, am# thus compelling'friendly side ((VC/NWN)) to’

accept a peacs sottlement to the advantage of the US; and (3) hamper and minimize

. (in SWN -
friendly ﬂcto%?s“ﬁ-u—riur{g the Spring-Summer Campaign of 1570.



2. The situation in Cambodia since the overthrow of Sihanouk: US and Scuth

attacks / , ((ve/NvA))
Vistnamese "in the Fishhook and the Pa.rrotsﬁeak areas had resulted in a number of'storage

areas destroyed, and some weapons, ammunition, and food provisions lost to the enemy.
f”E;EQEEzJ
Furtheny friendly forces ware confronted with scme "temporary" difficultiesgy as a result
L b
of these attacks, espec:.ally in the fields of troop deployment and food supplym

A& Sihaoukville Permt was placed under the control of the Lon Nol regims, quantities

Ljék%géiilfffzi” ( Commeenisl
of foreign aid sent!/f.om friendly countries {(meaning countries))kad—oé
\.—UYL ‘\‘c‘C .ﬁ a&@aa @';7‘))

conf:.scat.ed £fby the Royel-Cambodian authoritiesl)". M@y, it was no longer possible

thy

((fo;\/YIE/NVA)) to receive ((aid from Communist countries)) through this port, ¥gcprev-

cacacd

((the US intervention in Cambodia)) had-prewided-readway

e[ 70n the other hand,

Cor the Cambodian Revolution to expand Zd#4&y rapidly . Tens of thousands of
|

Cambodian youths had enthusiastically joined the ((Cambodian Communist)) Rsvolution.

i
During Apr and May 70, as many as 30,000 of Lon Nel's Army had been either killsd

or caused to desert.

3, The effect of the US intervention in Cambodia: Friendly forces were favored

units
by the fact that US and "Puppet” ((RVNAF)‘)' had become increasingly thinned out ({in SWN))

:{éc‘[&, the ,
by this intervention. In addition, the enemy had failed to st ((VC/NVA)) central
command area, €ven :chough he had to pay a high price for this large-scale operation.
Tt was now impossible for the US to save the Lon Nol régime s since t];e latter had
bacoms increasingly unstable during the last two months ((meaning Apr and May 70)).
F‘urt.hermore,l_"Puppet“ forces to romekw in Cambodia following the US withdrawal by the
end of Jun 70 were not likely to be able to sbags any notable resistance ((against fz’&l

VC/NVA)), since they would i, by then,\/deprived of US alr, artillery, and logistical

et 4 wemesmt. - Priandlv forces had expanded their rear service areas everywhere
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A/
throughout Cambodia; and there were not only one but "dozens of Ho Chi Minh\’}‘&' trails"

inside Cambodia. Apart from the above favorable conditions, some unfavorable factors

((f$é

or' VC/NVA)) were created by the US action in Cambodia. These factors were, however,
temporary and would in no way affect the Revolution in SVN. Specifically, the enemy
invasion of Cambodia had partly caused friendly forces to take a passive position,

(ve/uva)),
since¥command agencies and storage facilities had to be shifted to other areas. Mean-
J{in Cambodia})

while, the loss of some quantities of weapons, ammunition, and rice' had mors or less
affected friendly capabilities to provids ' various,types of .supply—...% friendly
units in SVN. Furthermore, thers would be a growing need Pr waapons, mone}?pditical

and military cadre &e-be—used to bolster the Cambodian Revolution.

L. An estimate of the situation in the upcoming psried: The US would becoma

more and more bogged down in Cambodia,' and chances were that South Korean and Thai

b

troops would bs sent M&. In SVN, ((the FWMAF/RVNAF defensive system)) would still

| Ccm:é&'n
- SSimss nany "gaps."

The study further notes that the majority of cadre and soldiers ((in Sub-Region 1))

» s
had become pessimistic at the beginning of the US incursion #2 Cambodia, since they

had argued that this incursion would result in the total destruction of the deepest

r RIS ~

rear base of the SVN Revolution ({meaning COSVN)). These personnel's morale had

bacoms somewha.t%ollowing the study of ((COSVN's)) Directive 136.

() cpEc COMMENT}Y Full translation will follow under IIR No (-02%— 7% -7
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