The enemy were occupying fortified positions and the infantrymen returned
fire with unit weapons and were supported by artillery, helicopter gunships,
and tactical aircraft. 4nother slement of the brigade was air-assaulted into
the vicinity to reinforce the troops in contact, The enemy withdrew at an
unreported time with unknown losses., U.S, casualties were one killed and six
wounded,

ZXIV CORPS (QUANG NAI PROVINCE) —- At 1510 two U.S. Marine Corps AH-1 heli-
copters collided in-air at the Harble Mountain Air Facility, two miles ESH
of Da liang, All four crewmsn aboard the two aircraft were killed, and the
two aircraft were destroyed. The aircraft were flying at approximately 700
feet altitude and at 100 knots (113 mph) at the time of the collision, The

“cause of the accident is under investigation,

TOAN THANG OFFENSIVE (LONG AN PROVINCE) -- 4t 1540 a Ranger elsment of the
3rd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, engaged an estimated enemy platoon 15
miles north of Tan An., The Rangers used small arms and automatic weapons.
and were supported by helicopter punships., The enemy withdrew at an unre-
ported time, Five enemy soldiers were killed in the action and one eneny
soldier was detained, There wers no U.S. casualties, .

II FFV (TAY NINH PROVINCE) -- At 2330 an 8lrm mortar round being fired by an
element of the 1lth Armored Cavalry Regiment 23 miles MW of Tay Ninh City and
three miles from the Cambodian border prematurely exploded inside the tube.
Three U,S. persomnel were killed and four wounded in the explosion., The in-
cldent is being investigated.

An Army UH-L helicopter was downed by enemy ground fire 17 miles north of

. An Khe in Binh Dinh Province, wounding three men aboard and destroying the

aircraft.

SVH TAC AIR: U.S. pilots flew 202 sorties {USAF 122, USHC 85, and USH 1),
killing three enemy soldiers, triggering tiro secondary explosions, and igni-
ting 35 fires. They also destroyed or damaged 96 fortifications, 244 bunkers
and four sampans.,

Two B-52 missions were reported in todayls releasss with targets 3 miles
north and 6 miles INE of A Luoi.

LAOS

HQ MACV -- U.S. Air Force, Navy, liarine Corps, and B=52 aircraft flew inter~

diction operations along the Ho Chi Minh Trail in Laos, In addition, Air
Force alrcraft flew combat missions in Laos in support of Royal Laotian Forces,

26 liarch (Thursday)

" H(G HACV ~ During the night, two significant enery indirect fire attacks were
- reported throughout the country, neither of which was against U.S3. forces.

Four other indirect fire attacks were considsared insignificant, causing no
casualties or damage.



7o TACY - During the 24-hour poriod ending at 080C today, eight eneny indi-
ract fire attacks were reported throughout the country, two of which wers
arainst U,S. wiits or installations. Two of the eight attacks caused damage
r castalties, There were no U.S. casuclties,

OPERATION GmZVA PARK (QUANG NGAI PROVINCE) -- At O430 an element of ths 196th
Brigade, AMIRICAL Division, in night defcnse sight miles I of uang Hgai City
(70 miles 5= of Da Nang), received small arms, automatic weapons, and grenade
{fire from an undstermined size enemy force. The infantrymen returned fire
with unit weapons and were supported by helicopter gunships and mortar fire.
At an wnreportsed time the enemy withdrew, lio engny were reportad to have penw
etraved the perimeter, The bodiss of four cnary soldisrs wers found in ithe
battle area, In addition, three A=L7 rifles, one rockst-grenade launcher ancd
20 CiICON hand gresnadss ware coptured., U.S. casualiies were Lwo wounded with
no fatalities. '

IV CORPS (“U!&N{} NAIT PROVINCE) == At 1945 an slement of the 5th Regiment

1st larine Jivision, roinforced by tanlis, received about five rounds of 82mm

mortar fire and rocket-grenade firs from an undztermined nurber of enomy sol-

diers thres riles N of An Hoa (19 miles SS7 of Da ¥anz). The liarines rsturn-
a2 firs vith unit weapons and wers supported by artillery. At an unreported

time the ensry withdrsw with unlmowm losses, U.S. casua.'l.t:.es were one killsd
and 12 wowumnded,

UV CONPS (CUANG HAI PROVINCE) = At 0930 and 1000 an element of the lst Re-
zimont, lst liarins Division, discovered two enemy wsapons and munltions cachas
13 f‘“l“ ”"‘..‘ of Da llang., The caches, totaling about ons ton, contained the
followdins: 5 individual wcapons; 3 machinesuns; one rocket=grenade launcher;
one &Crm mortar ( complete); 9 cases of AX-47 rifle arrmniftion; 80 rounds of
60t mortar; 39 rockel-grenade rounds; & rounds of &2mm mortar; 500 CHICOM
hand crenades; 10 bangalore torpedoes; 70 pounds of medical supplies; two 25—
1b. shaped charges; 10 nases of 60rm rortar charges; 10 cans of 60rm mortar
fuzaes; 7 casoes of werheads for bangalors torpedoes,

TOMAT THANG O _JHSI'TZ“ (TAY NIH PROVIICE) =- At 1145 an elemant of the Ist Bri-
rede, lat Caraliys Division (.._‘._ bilz), engased an undetermined sizs enamy
Dovcz 25 miles WO of Tay Hinh City and three niles from the Ca.r:‘bodlan bordar
The enay returned fir: with small arms, automatic weapons, and rozket-gra-
nades, The troopsrs were %po-uvd vy artillery, helicopter junships, and
USLT T=10015 fron the 3rd end 35th Tactical Fighter Vings. As fighting cone
tinuad, another zlonsnt of the brigade and troops from the 1lth Armorsd Cav-
alry Temdmant, in tanks and persornzl cavriers, reinforced thes contact, Actlion
continued into the esarly svening mtil the snery vithdrew at about 1910. ‘nags
lossos were 02 Ikilled, U.S. casueltics woare tio killed and 22 wounded, Light
meterizl damare,

TOAL ”H.’«\RC O“F'_A'S Vo (TAY 1DTH PROVIICE) -— AL 1340 helicopter crevmen from
orad Cavelry Regiment observed 15 to 20 ensry soldiers 20 imiles
L Tay 1.-;-nh City a.:'ld two miles from the Cambodian border. The anemy wers
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enzapged with aerial machineguns and rockets, and the bodies of 11 enery sol-
diers yrere sighted in the strike area following the action. There were no
V.5, casualtiies.

HO) HACV =- It was announced that the U.S. Haval Support Activity (NSA), Da
Hangts Bulk Fuel Division, was turned over to the U,S. Army during ceremonies
at the Northwest Fusl Farm, today. The personnel of Da Nang and Chu Laifs
vank farms 141l stay in Da Hang zo to other activities for duty or will be
redeployed as part of the Navy's 2,000 personnel space reduction in the pre-
viously announced Third Incrsment of Troop Redeployment. (See the CHRONOLOGY
OF TROOP RZDEPLOYIENT for the complete text of the release).

HO JIACV — It was reported that a number of bombs from a B-52 mission flown

in an arsa four miles north of Tri Ton in Chau Doc Province impacted outside
of the target area. Twelve Vistnamese civilians were reported wounded, thres
seriously, and two housss were damagsd. The accident is under investigation,

An Army OH-6 light observation helicopter suffersd mechanical failure shortly
after noon, crashed, and was destioysd, seven miles NE of Tan An in Long An
Province, There were no casualties,

STH TAC AIR: VU.S. pilots flew 217 sorties (USAF 129, USHC &8), killing 13
anay soldiers, triggering 1C secondary explosions, and igniting 17 fires.
Thay also destroyed or damaged 63 fortifications, 208 bunkers, and two san-
Pa.ns .

Sevaon B-52 misgsions were rgported in todayts rcsleases with targets 13 miles
N and 14 miles east of Katum; 16 miles west and 22 miles INE of Phuoc Binh;
7 miles 7 of A Iwoi; and 5 miles north and 6 miles NI of Tri Ton.

LADS
H2 IV == U,S. Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps, and B~52 aircraft flew inter-

diction operations along the Ho Chi lMinh Trail in Laos. 1In addition, Air Force
aircraft flew combat support missions in Laos for Hoyal Laotian Forces,

tarch (Friday)

-

H" MACV == During the night, two significant enemy indirect fire attacks were

reported throughout the country, neither of which was against U.S5. forces,
Three other indirect attacks were considered insignificant, causing no damage

or casualties.

HG MACY - Durimg the 24-hour period ending at 0800 teday, 12 enery indirsct
fire attacks were reported throughout the country, two of which were against
U.S. units or installations., Five of the attacks caused casualties or damage.
There were no U.S5, casualties,

51



- OOV CCnPS (THUA THIEDN PROVINCE) — At 1445 heldcopter crewmen from the air
cavelsr souadron of the 10lst Airbornz Division (Airmobile) on a reconnais-
sanc: mission 28 miles S of Hue and three miles from the Laotian border over
th. A 3hau Valley received heavy small arms fire from an undetermined number
of =naomy soldisos, U.5. Air Forcs F-100's from the 31lst Tactieal Fighter
Uing and artillery fire was directed onto the enmemy location. The bodies of
21 enemy soldiers wers sighted in the strike arsa following the engagement
and three crow-s=ived weapons were reported deatroyed. There were no U.S.
casualiies.

-~ ZIV CORPS (QUANG TRI PROVINCEZ) —-- At 1700 a U.3. Army OH-58 helicopter was
hit by enemy ground fire and crashed while on a reconnaissance mission 10
miles south of Cuang Tri City (80 miles M/ of Da Nang). Troopers from the
air cavalry squadron of the 10lst Airborme Division (M rmobile) were air-
assault:d into a landing zone in the general area and engaged an undstermined
sizz ocnomy force, Small arms and automatic weapons fire was exchanged and
the troopers wer: supported by helicopter gunships and tactical aircraft. As
fighting continued, another slement of the squadron reinforced the troops in
contact, The contact was maintained throughewt the night as the air cavalry
troops proceeded to the crash site, Contact was lost at an unreported time.
The crash site was reached 2€ liarch, The aircraft was reported destroyed and
both U,S. personnel aboard were found to be dead. Sixteen enemy soldiers
were illed in the @ngagement. U.S. casualties were one wounded, The one
U,8. woundzd was an Air Force crevman from am HH-3 rescue helicopter atterp-
ting to reach the OH-58 crash scene prior to the insertion of air cavalry
troops into the vicinity. The wounded Air Force crewman was evacuated before
rzaching the dowmed aircraft. There were no U.S. ground casualties in the
fighting.

- LIV CORPS (7.UANG WAM PROVINCE) -- At 1530 a reconnaissance element of the
1ot lierine Division discowered an enemy base camp 17 miles USH of Da liang.
An uncetzrmined number of enamy soldiers were observed and engaged by the lla-
rinss with unit weapons. LAt an unreported tims the enemy withdrew, leaving
behind five dead, There were no U.S. casualties,

~ OPSRATION FREDERICK HILL (QUANG TIN PROVINCE) — At 1805 an element of the
196th Brigade, AITRICAL Division, 12 miles NW of Tam Ky (28 miles SSE of Da
l'ang), Getonated a 105mm artillery round emplaced by the enemy as a booby-
trap., Two U.S. soldiers were killed and 19 woundsd, 15 of whom were evacu-
ated, '

~ TOAN THANG OFFIISIVE (LOKG AN PROVINCE) -- At 0125 an clement of the 3rd Bri- .
zads, Oth Infantrr Division, engeged an undstermined number of encmy soldiers
10 milss I of Tan An. The eneny returned fire with small arms, automatic
weapons, and rocket-grenadss, The infantrymen were supported by helicopter
munships until about OL50, when the sneny withdrew, Eleven enery soldiers
were 1dlled in the action. In addition, five individual and two crew-served
yoapons wers captursd. There were no U.S. casualties.



DHMAC (KIZI GIANG PROVINCL) =~ At noon helicopter crewmen from an element of
the U.S. Army 164th Combat Aviation Group observed an undetermined size enemy
force in the U Ilinh Forest 35 miles SSW of Rach Gia, The enemy were engaged
with aerial machineguns and rockets, The engagzment lastzd two hours before
the enemy withdrew, leaving behind 15 dead, There were no U.S. casualties,

CMAC (GIA DINH PROVINCE) —- At 0600 two suspected VC terrorists, wearing fa-
tigues and riding two motorcycles, threw an estimated 12-pound plastic type
explosive charge into the parking lot of the Louisiana U.S, Bachelor Fnlisted
Quarters on Chi Lang Street, two miles north of the center of Saigon, The
charge exploded, destroying one parked vehicle, Two other vehicles received
minor damage. There were no casualties. The terrorists escaped.

HQ MACV — At approximetely 1600 hours, 24 March, Army of the Republic of

Vietnanm forces operating in Northern Kien Tuong Province received enemy-initi-
ated fire originating from positions insids Cambodia, U.S. Air Force tactical
air strikes werc placed on the enemy firing positions inside Cambodia with un=~

. known rssults, If friendly forces are fired upon from eneny positions outside

the Republic of Vietnam, U.S., forces are authorized to return fire., This is
an inherent right of self-defensz,

An Army AH~L helicopter was downzd by enamy ground fire 37 miles NE of Dak To
in Kontum Provincs. Thers were no casualties, but the aircraft was destroyed.

SVN TAC AIR: U.S., pilots flew 294 sorties (USAF 178, USMC 116), killing 31
eneny soldiers, triggering 23 secondary explosions, and igniting 30 fires.
They also destroyed or damaged 147 fortifications, 433 bunkers, and 15 sampans.

Three B-52 missions were reported in todayls releases with targets 12 miles

north of Phuoc Le; and 18 and 19 miles SE of Katum,

LAOS

HOQ MACV -- U,S. Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps, and B-52 aircraft flew inter-
diction operations along the Ho Chi Minh Trail in Laocs. In addition, Air Force
eircraft flew combat missions in Laos for Royal Laotian forces.

28 Harch (Saturday)

HG MACV - During the night, two significant enemy indirect fire attacks wsre
reported throughout the country, neither of which was against U.S. forces.,

Five other indirect fire attacks were considered insignificant, causing no dam-
age or cagualties,

TOAN THANG OFFENSIVE (PHUOC -LONG PROVINCE) —— At 1300 an element of the 2nd
Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), engaged an undetermined number of
eneryy soldiers 24 miles IMNE of Phuoc Binh, and one mile from the Cambodian
bordsr, Small arms and automatic weapons fire was exchanged and the troopers
were supported by artillery and USAF tactical aircraft, Fighting continued
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b il shont. 1520 vhen the onomg withdrew, laeving behind 23 of his dead. U.S.
casuolidas wrae five killed and ton wounded,

TQALT TIANG OFFINSIVE (PHUOC LOVG PROVINCE) == At 1930 an element of the 2nd
Apicade, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), in night defonse 23 miles 1D of
Phmoec Rinh, and tuwo miles from the Cerbodian border, raceivad small arms fire
from an undotermined nurber of encmy soldiers, The troopers fired back with
roapons and the enery withdrew almost immediately. Five enery werc kKill-
ad, Thors wers no U,S, casualiies.

yom et
iy MV

~OA TG OPFINSTYS (TAY MINH PROVINGD) ~= At 1220 an element of the 1lth
frmorad Cavelry Reriment engaged an undstermined nurber of enemy soldiers 30
~dles 113 of Tay linh City and three niles from the Cambodian border., The
snorp withdrow almost immediatszly. The bodies of five enemy soldiers wers
fomnd in Lhe batile ares and four individusl wespons were capturced. There
wrap: ne Ul.D. casualtiss.

oA THAIC OFFZIISIVE (BINH DUOHG PROVINCE) — At 1645 a helicopter from the
1st Brigede, U.S. 25th Infantry Division, received small arms fire from an
ssbinated ten enory soldiers vhile inserting troops into an area four miles
north of Dan Tiens. The infantrymen rsturped fire with unit weapons. As con-
tact condtinusd, nechanized infantry troops from the brigade, in armored per—
sonncl scairicrs, moved to the area and engaged the enay. Fighting continued
wibil 1730 when the remaining enemy withdrew, Three enery soldiers were kill-
ed in “he action. One U.S. soldier was killed and one former enary soldier,
somrins as 2 scout, was wounded. There were mo U.S, personnel wounded,

TI Fw (PHUOC LONG PROVIICE) -~ At 1500 an’ 2lement of the 2nd Brirade, lst
Cavalry Division (Airmobile), 20 miles IIE of Phuoc Binh, and seven miles from
the Carbodian bordsr, received sbout 55 rounds of enery 22mm portar fire.
"oz wsrs no casuzltiss and no reportad matericl damage,

in Arry OH-6 light observation helicopter waa downed by enemy ground fire
soven miles ST of Sa Dec 4n Sa Dec Province, wownding one man aboard and des-
troring the aircraft. o

SV TAC ATR: U.S. pilots flew 258 sertige: (USAF 162, USMC 94, and USH 2),
Wllins 15 snery soldiers, triggering 20 sctondsry explosions, and igniting
32 firss, They also destroyed or damaged 99 fortifications, 320 bunkers, and
three sampans.

HO MACY ~— Today, a U.S. Navy F-4 aircraft, protecting unarmed reconnaissance
airmeraft, enpaged an shot’ dowm an attacklng North Vietnamese HIG-21 aircraft
za> Thanh Hoa, HNorth Vietnam, This protective reaction to an enerny threaat
is an inherent right of self dsfense. '

Saven D52 rmissions were reported in todayts releases idth targsts 26 and 27
miles M of Tay Ninh City; 6 and 7 miles NIV of Cam Lo; 10 wiles VINT of Kevum;
and 13 and 14 miles ST of Hol An,



LAOS .
H, 1ALV =~ U.S. Adr Force, lavy, larine Corps, and B-52 aircraft flow intep-
diction operations alons the Ko Chi lidnh Trail in Laos. In addition, U.3.
Ay Forse prg Marine Coups aircraft flew corbat support missions in Laos foir
corel Laotian forc:s,

29 tarch (Sunday)

HY YACY — During the nizht, two sisznificant enay indirect firve attacks
were roported throushout the country, neiths: of vhich was azainst U.S. units
or instellations, Sis: other indirecct fire attacks were considerad insicnif-
icant, causing no casualties or damage.

H7 IACY == During the 2h~hour pariod ending at 0800 today, 13 enemy indirzet

firc attacks wers reported throughout the country, five of vhich were against
U.5. units or installations. Two of the 13 attacks caused casualties or dam-
a5e. Theroe were no U,S. casualtics. -

e COTPS (THUA THI=N PROVIZICZ) —- AL 0900 a U.S. aerial obszrver sirhted
2L cneryy soldiers in an open area while on a reconnaissance mission 3% miles
VS of Hue (80 milss 'V of Da Mang) and five miles from the Taotian bordar,
Tactical aircraft struck the enery position, Idlling six enary soldiers. In
addition, one 12,7rm anti-aircraft machinegun was roported destroyed. Thers
wers no U.S, casualties.

TOAN THANG OFFENSIVZ (TAY NINH PROVINCE) —- At O450 an element of the lst Bri-
gade, lst Cavalry Division (Airmobile), at Fire Support Base Jay, located 20
miles NN of Tay Ninh City and four miles from the Cambodian border, received
an undetermined number of 107mm rockets, 120mm and &2mm mortar and 75mm re~
coilless rifle rounds, followed by & ground attack by an estimated NVA Battal-
ion. The enery used small arms, automatic weapons, and rocket-grenade fire,
The troopers returned fire with unit weapons, and were supported by artillery
fire from within the base, helicopter gunships, and a USAF AC-119 gunship from
the 14th Special Operations Ving, Fighting continued until about 0600 when the
enanyy force withdrew, Sporadic enemy sniper fire continuad for about four
hours. During a search of the battle area, the air cavalry troops engagzsd an
undetermined number of enemy soldiers, Small arms fire was exchanged and con-
tact was lost at an unreported time, ledical evacuation helicopters recsiveg
12,7 anti-aireraft machinegun fire from two enemy locations during the ac-
tion., The bodies of 74 enery soldiers were found in the vicinity and three
enemy soldiers were detained, In addition, 12 AK-47 rifles and an unreported

 number of 82mm mortar and 57mm recoilless rifle rounds were captured. 1,5,
' casualties were 13 killed and 30 wounded. In addition, one former snamy sol-

dier, serving as a scout, was wounded. Light to moderatc materdel danmaze was
reported, and no enemy penetrated the perimeter. 7The eneny unit was later

~ identified as an element of the 9th VC Division,



SV OTAC AXD: U,S. pilots flew 250 sortiss (vanr 172, USliC 96, and UsH 12),
1411ine 14 enay soldiers, triz-esring 31 sceondory a:plosmns, and irniting

32 fires. They also destroyed or damaged 90 snery fortifications, 222 bunkers
and one saxpan,

n

Two B~52 missions were reported in todayl!s relcascs with targets 24 miles D
of Phuoc Binh; and 13 miles VIN] of Hatum.

LAOS
H™ 1ACY - fdr Force, lavy, and Harine Corps aircraft and SAC B-52 bombers

continucd intsrdiction operations along the Ho Chi linh Trail in Laos, In
adcition, Air Forcs and iarine Corps aircraft flew combat support missions in
Laos for Zloyal Laotian Forces,

30 iareh (Vonday)

-

— During the nirht, one significant anery indirect fire attack was
throuzhout the COLnt ry. It wvas not againsv U.S., forcss. Five other
fire autc,cl‘s wars cons:Lde:'ed insignificant, causing ne casualties or

H™ TACYV —- During thoe 2h-hour peoried ending at 0800 teday, nine enemy indirect
fir: attacks were raported thmu”ho vt the country, three of which were against
J.53, units or installations, Two of the nine attacks caused casualties or
damaca, Thers were no U.S. casuzliies.,

:;LT_" CORPS (QUAIIG TIN PROVINCZ) —— At OL50 an element of the 198th Brigade,

TERICAL Division, L3 miles SSU7 of Da Nang, ObSuI'V“d Q=10 cneny soldiers with
pacl:s and weapons moving southeast., The eney wer encagnd with unit weapons,
Soven oneny soldiers were ldlled and two paclis weire capturs There ware no
U.53, casualiles.

PUDATION GIETVA PARK (QUANG HGAT PROVIICE) ~- At 1510 helicoPtel gunship
crawnen from the armored cavaliy scuadron of ths AITRICAL Division obssrved
five cnemy soldiers 16 miles IT7 of Nuang Nral City (66 miles SSE of Da Nang).
The snangr were engassd with asrdisl machinezuns, A short while later, infar
'C.“:‘*‘”j:’l from the dlv:l.smn!s 19&th Brigade were air-assaulted into the vicinity
angl found the bodies of the five enery soldlers killed in ths engagemant. One
individual weapon was also capoured. About 15 minules later, the troopers
aged four snany soldiers in the sanms gsnsral area killing all four and cap-
nring ong mors 1.nd:.v1d**al weapon. There ware no U,S. casualties in sither
action,

ci

IIIV CORPS (THUA THIZN PROVIICT) =- At 0315 an slement of the 3rd Brigade,
101lst Adrborme Division (nlmobllo), in night positions 16 miles 57 of Hus
(60 rdles 1IN of Da liang), received rockst-grenade flre and satchel charges
from an undstermined size enenyr force. The troopers returned fire with unit
waapons and wers supporvad by artillery and nel_lco;)te** sunships. As the con-

vast conbinued. another alc wm,nt of the brigade moved into the area and engaged



.. a0 undetermined number of enemy soldiers, The troopers used unit weapons
.. e fighting comtinued for about an hour until the ensmy withdrew at 0540,
| . The bodies of three ememy 8oldiers were found in the battle arca, In addi-
; $den, one individual wespon and one crew-served weapon along with two rocket-
LT wdammds and ten satchel charges werec captured, U,S. casualties were
b owr k1ol and edght wounded,

- - TOAN THANG OFFENSIVE (TAY NI'H PROVINCE) — At 1200 a helicopter from the air
-savalry squadron of the lst Cavalry Division, while reconmnoitering 26 miles
I of ‘Pay Ninh City and one-half mile from the Cambodian border, received

1oavy emill amus and automatic weapons fire from an estimated 15 enemy sol-
dders, The helicopter crewmen fired back with the aircraft!s weapons and
were supported by other helicopter gunships., The enemy withdrew almost im-
mediately, leaving behind ten dead. Thers were no U.3. casualties,

i = TOAN THANG OFFENSIVZ (PHUOC LONG PROVINCE) ~- At 1445 a U.S. Armmy Ranger ele-~
© ¢ - memt fram the lst Cavalry Division (Airmebile) engaged an undetermined number
--of enemy soldiers 28 miles NE of Phuoc Binh and five miles from the Cambodian
border, Small arms and automatic weapons fire was exchanged and the Rangers

ware supported by helicopter gunships. In about 15 minutes the enemy with~
drew, leaving behind eight dead and three AK-47 riflcs. There were no U.S.
cazualties,

-~ TOAN THANG OFFENSIVE (PHUOC LONG PROVINCE) -- At 1745 an element of the 2nd
Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division {Airmobile), discovered the bodies of 21 enemy
soldiers while searching an area of previous contact 2 miles IINE of Phuoc
Binh and one mile from the Cambodian border. The snemy had been killed about
48 hours earlier, '

~ HQ HACV «= It was announced by Headquarters, Seventh Air Force, that the 557th,
558th, and 559th Tactical Fighter Squadrons will be inactivated at Cam Ranh
Alr Base tomorrow, 31 liarch, as part of the Third Incresment of Troop Redsploy-
ment, (See the CHRONOLOGY OF TROOP REDEPLOYINT » in this summary, for the com-
plete text of the releass). - .

- An Army UH-1 medical evacuation holicopter was hit by onery ground fire,
crashed, and was destroyed nine miles north of Phuoc Binh in Phuoc Long Pro-
vince. There were no U,S. casualtiss.

-~ OVN TAC AIR: U.S. pilots flew 289 sorties (USAF 170, USMC 104, and USN 15),

©  killing eight enemy soldiers, triggering 16 szcondary explosions, and igniting
29 fires. They also destroyed or damaged 149 fortifications, 335 bunkers, and
five sampans.

- 8ix B-52 miesions were reported in today's releases with targets 33 and 3

miles 5W of Quang Tri City; 18 and 19 miles NW of Tay Ninh City; and é and 7
miles north of Tri Ton.
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LADS

- U.S. Air Force, lavy, and Marine Corps aircraft, and B=52 bombers of the Stra-
tegic Air Cormand flow interdiction operations along the Ho Chi Minh Trail in
Laos. TIn addition, U.S. Air Force and Marine Corps aircraft flew corhat sup-
port missions in Laos for Royal Laotian Forces,

31 ¥arch {Tucsday)}

- [0 HACV == During the night, five significant enemy indirect fire attacks
wer: roported throughout the country, one of which was against U.S5. forces.
Six othzr indirsct fire attacks were considercd insignificant, causing no
casualtizs or damags. The following attack was against a U.S. unit,

IY FFV:

310205 -— BINH LONG PROVINCE — A U.S. Amy combat support element 1k
milzs south of in Loc received an undetermined number and type of mortar fire,
Inery losses are unknown. U.S. casualties and materiel damage were light.

~ HQ MACY == During the 2h~hour period ending at 0800 today, 17 enery indirsct
fire attacks were reported throughput the country, one of which was against
a U.5. unit. Seven of the 17 attacks caused casualties or damage. There
vz no UlS. casualties. Six of the 17 attacks were in Tay Ninh Province,

~ OPTRATION IRON MOUNTAIN (QUANG NGAT PROVINCZ) -- At 113C a light observation
helicopter from the 11th Infantry Brigade, AMIRICAL Division, engaged 15 zne-
ry soldizrs seven miles N7 of Duc Pho (98 miles SSE of Da Nang). The bodies
of fivo snemy soldiers were sighted in the strike arsa, There were no U.S.
casualiies.

~ LI7 conPS (RUANG TRI PROVINGS) -- At 1750 a light observation helicopter

craow from en air cavalry squadron of the 10lst Airborne Division (Airmobile)
ohsemrad an undetsrmined number of enemy soldiers 25 miles W3W of Quang Tri
Citz (105 rmiles M7 of Da Nang) and seven miles from the Laotian border, The
nanr vers engaged with aerial machineguns. A short while later, air cavalry
troops from the squadron were air-assaulted into the viecinity and sngaged an
imdetsimrined muber of ensmy soldiers, Small amms fire was exchanged and at
an wroported time the enery withdrew with unknown losses. U.S. casualties
wsre ona killed and five woundzd.

- TV ¢ORPS (THUA THIEN PROVINCE) == At 1045 an element of the 3rd Brigade,
101st Airborne Division (Airmobile), received small arms, automatic weapons,
and rocket-grenade fire from an undstermined size enemy force 15 miles S of
ve (60 miles ' of Da Mang). The troopers fired back with unit weapons and
2% on unreported time the enemy withdrow with unknown losses. U.S. casual.-
ties were elcht wounded, no fatalities.



JLIV COTPS (THUA THIEN PROVINCE) — At 1015 an element of the 3rd Brigade,
101st Adrborne Division (Airmobile), engaged an undstermined size snenmy force
2L pdlcss wost of Hue (72 miles 11NN of Da Nang). Small arms and automatic
weapons fire was exchanged and at an unreported time the enemy withdrew with
unknown losscs. U.S. casualties were three killed and three woundad, .

I PV (KHAMH HOA PROVINCE) —— At 2330 three satchel charges, placed by an un-
cetermined number of enemy sapper personnel, detonated at ths Cam Ranh Bay
fusl tanit farm six miles NNE of Cam Ranh, IHateriel damage was light to moder=-
ate, There were no U.S, casualties and no reported enemy losses, Iyplosive
oxinance disposal personnel disarmed four other enany explosive charges found
in the fuszl storage area.

TO/L THAIG OFFINSIVE (TAY NINH PROVINCE) ~— At 1245 an element of the 11th
frmored Cavalry Resiment, in tanks and armored personnel carriers, engaged an
undteiminad size enemy force 27 miles NN of Tay Ninh City and one-half mile
from the Cambodian border. The troopers fired unit weapons and were supported
b7 helicopter sunships and artillery, Fighting continued until 1530 when the
siiany withdrew, The bodies of 30 enemy soldiers were found in the battle area
anc 16 suspscts weres detained, In addition, five individual and two crew-ser—
vec weapons were captured, Thers were no U.S. casualties, '

TOAT THANG OFFINSIVZE (TAY IIINH PROVINCE) -~ At 0135 the base camp of Hq lst
Brigade, 25th Infantry Division, two miles west of Tay Ninh City, received
less than five 107mm rockets, about 15 rounds of 60mm mortar fire, and an un-
determined nurber of 82mm mortar rounds, along with small arms, automatic
weapons, and rocket-grenade fire from an undetermined number of enemy soldi=rs,
“he infantrymen fired back with unit weapons and were supported by artillery

~and helicopter gunships., Tighting continued until 0515 when the eneny withe

drew. 7The bodies of six enery soldiers wer: found in the battle arca and tio
enery soldiers were detained., In addition, four RPG-7 rockst-grenade launch-
=rs, three AK-47 rifles, one CHICOM pistol, two bangalore torpedoes, 23 roc-
iztepronade rounds, and 80 CHICOM hand grenades were captured. Ho enery pen-

etratcd the perimeter, U,S. casualties werz seven wounded with no fatalities.

-There was no materis] damage reported.

TOAIT THANG OFFZNSIVE (HAU NGHTA PROVINCE) =- At 2050 an element of the 3rd

- Brigade, 25th Infantry Division, nine miles 'S\ of Trang Bang and thrze miles

Irom the Carbodian border, engagsd an undetcrmined number of enemy soldiers in
a ten-minute exchanze of smell arms fire, ldlling six enemy and capiuring

‘thrse individual weapons., lo U.S. casuzlties,

TOAIT THAIIG: OFFTNSIVZ (TAY NINH PROVINCE) — At 1925 a helicopter from the air
cavalry squadron of the lst Cavalry Division (Airmobile) enraged an sstimated

eight eneryy soldiers in bunkers 1k miles IV of Katum and two miles from the
Cambodian border. The helicopter crewmen wers supported by artillery. Con-
tact was lost immediately. The bodies of five ensmy soldisrs were sighted in
the strike area and four bunkers were reported destroyed, There were no U,S.
casualtiozs.
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TOAI TUHANG OFFI'SIVS (BINHM TUY PROVINCS) -~ At 1010 an element of the 199th
Tight Infantry Brigade resceived small arms, automatic weapons, and rocket-
~»enade fire, along with a oarmand detonated claymore-type mine, from an wn-
determined size enemy force 25 miles MY of Ham Tan. The infantrymen re-
turned fire with unit weapons and were supported by artillery, helicopter
cunships, and tactical aircraft. Fighting continued until 1045 when the en=
e withdrew. Two enemy soldiers were killed, U.S5. casualties were two
141704 and seven wounded, In additlon, one former enery soldier, serving as
2 scout, was wounded,

mOAY THANG OFFEZNSIVE (BINH DUONG PROVINCE) —- At 1115 an elament of the 1lst
Brigade, 25th Infantry Division, received smzll arms, aubomatic weapons and
roclzet~grenade fire from an undet ermined number of enery soldiers 10 miles
west of Lai Khe., The infantrymen fired back with unit weapons and the enamy
1ithéray almost immediately with unknowm losses. U.S. casualties were one
1killed and six wounded.

HO 1ACY -- It was announced by USARV (LONG BINH) that the 7th Battalion, Sth

i21d Artillery, stationed in III Corps, will depart the Republic of Vietnan
tomorrow, April 1, as part of the third increment of troop redeployment.
(S=e the CHRONOLOGY OF TROOP RCDIPLOYMENT, in this swmary, for the complete
tzct of the releass).

O TACY — It was announced by USARV (LONG BINH) that F Battery, 16th Ficld
Artillery, in III Corps, will be inactivated in the Republic of Vietnam to-
norrow, April 1, as part of the Third Increment of Troop Redeployment, (See
the CHRONOLOGY OF TROOP REDEPLOYIENT, in this swmary, for the complete text
of the rclsase).

An Army UH-1 helicopter was downed by enemy ground fire 14 miles south of Ben
Tre in Kien Hoa Province, destroying the aircraft. One U, 5. and three ARVH
soldiers were killed and three U.S. and seven ARVK soldiers were wounded.

SVN TAC AIR: U.S. pilots flew 264 sorties (USAF 173, USMC 89, and USN 2),
killing two enemy soldiers, triggering 25 secondary explosions, and igniting
45 fires. They also destroyed or damaged 75 fortificationms, 290 bunkers, and
two sampans.

Four B-52 missions were reported in today's releases with targets 5 and 6 miles
1 of Tri Ton and 15 and 16 miles NW of Phu Cat.

HQ MAGV -~ The American Embassy, Bangkok, released the following on 31 March:
1At approximately 12:15 P,M, on March 30, a United States Air Force F-4 fight-
er bomber crashed about 4% miles north of Nakhon Phanom Royal Thai Air Force
Base. As a result of the crash, two Thai civilians were injured. A man suf-
fered head lacerations and a minor skull fracture, He was treated at the base
hospital and then transferred to the Nakhon Phanom ¢ity hospital., In addition
a young boy received a minor foot laceration. He was treated at the base hos-
pital and then rcleased. Property damage consisted of the destruction of two
wooden buildings and damage to a rice field, timber and a well. United States



Air Force claims officers are now arranging for the ssttlement of the claims
arising from the damage. The aireraft commander and the pilot both ejected
safely and were racoversd in good condition." (UPDATE) -~ An investigation
into the cause of ths loss has revealed that the F-4 aircraft was hit by
ground fire while escorting an unarmed RF-L rasconnaissance aircraft on a re~
. connaissance mission over North Vietnam, The ground fire came from an area
15 miles north of Mu Gia Pass. The escort alrcraft did not expend ordnance
and all other aircraft returned safely.

LAOS
HO HACV =- U,S, Air Forcs, Navy, Marine Corps and B-52 aircraft flew inter-
diction operations along the Ho Chi Minh Trail in Laos.. In addition, U.S.
- Adr Force aircraft flew combat suppert missions in Laos for Royal Laotian
Forces,

+ o+ 4+
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CH20.U0LQ0CY QF TRQOQP REDERLQYEEEL
2 March

Tt was announced by III MAF (Da Nang) that four U.S. Merine units will
depart Da MNang by ship and air tomorrow, 3 March, for Hawaii as part of ths
Third Increment of Troop Redsployment. The units are: Company A(=), 9ith Tn-
ginesr Battalion; Detachment, 3rd ANTRAC Battalion; Detachment, 1lst Radlo
Battalion: and 3rd Intzrrogator Team. Total space reductions as a result of
this redsployment will be 359, iIxcept for a small contingent of key personnel,
those I‘arines to redeploy will have served nine months or longser in the Re-
public of Vietnam. (The above is from a MEMORANDUM FOR CORRESPONDENTS, re-
leased with the evening NEWS RELEASE of 2 March, 1970).

2 larch

Tt was announced by USARV (LONG BINH) that another U.S. Army unit will
be inactivated in the Republic of Vistnam tomorrow (March 10) as part of the
Third Incrzment of Troop Redeployment. The unit is the 2nd Hedical Hospital
(Surgical) at Lai Khe, Personnsl from this unit will be reassigned within
2Tl or return to the U.S5. provided they have completed a normal tour, The
total space reduction as & r2sult of this redsployment will be 126, (The
sbove is from a MIMOSANDUM FOR CORAESPONDENTS, released with the evening NS
NIIEASE ths evening of 9 March, 197C).

+ ok

7t -as announced that the U,S. Marine 26th Regimental Landing Tean will
commerice smbarkation aboard ships at Da Hang tomorrow, 10 liarch, as part of
the Third Increment of Troop Redeployment. Elements of the 26th RLT and at-
tached umits will commence departing the Republic of Vietnam on 11 March ene
route to Cap Pendleton and 29 palms, California, for deactivation. The to-
ta]l space reduction as a rasult of this redeployment vwill be 7,097. The actu-
al nurber of Marines to depart will be somewhat less than the space reduction.
The malority of the lMirines will return tc the United States by aircraft bagin-
ning 11 Harch and the remainder will leave aboard ships of the Tth Fleet. The
following units will redeploy to Camp Pendleton except for the 175mm gun bat-
tery and the &-inch howitzerplatoon which will redeploy to 29 Palms: Headquar-
ters Company, 26th Marine Regiment; Llst Lattalion, 26th Marine Regimeni; 2nd
Battalion, 26th Marine Regiment; 3rd Battalion, 26th Marine Regiment; 1lst
Shore Party 3attalion; Detachment, Force Logistics Cormand; 1st Battalion, 17th
llarine Regiment; Detachment, 9th Ingineer Battalion; Battery K, 4th Battalion,
12th llarine Repiment; Company A, 5th Shore Party Battalion; Company &, Sth
Tank Battalion; Company B, lst }P Battalion; Company A, 5th Motor Transport
Battalion; Company A, 5th Reconnaissance Battalion; Company 4, 5th Medical
Battalion; 5th 175mm Gun Battery; lst Platoon, 5th 8-inch Howitzer Battery;
2nd Platoon, 3rd Bridge Company; Detachment, Headquarters, 4th Battalion, 13th
Marine Regiment; Detachment, Headquarters and Service Company, 5th Shore Farty
Rattalion; Detachment, Headquarters and Service Company, 5th Recomnaissance
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Battalion; lst Tank Battalion (~); Detachment, }arine Aireraft Group 16:
Hoadquarters and Service Corpany, 5th Tank Battalion ; Detachment, 1st Hospit-
al Corpany; Headquarters, Detachment (Radar)} - II MAF; and Detachment, 5th
liotor Transport Battalion., ALl but a few key personnel will have servad nins
months in Lhe Republic of Vietnam. The embarkation is expected to be corple-
tacd by 20 liarch. (The abovs is from a KEMORANDUM FOR CORAISPOND=NTS, released
with ths morning 1ElS RUIEASE of 9 March, 1970).

11 liarch

It wes arnounced by USARV (LONG BIiH) that another U.S. Arrgy undt w111
b2 dinactivat:d in the Republic of Vietnam tomorrow, 12 March, as part of the
Thirc Incrsrmient of Troop nedeployment. The unit is the 205th Ordnanca Pla-
toon {frywmition) at Pju Loi III Corps. Persomnsl from this wnit will be re-
assigned within 2V or returned to the U.S. provided they have completed a
noraad tour. Space reductions as a result of this inactivation will be 90,
("hz abovs is from a IIMORANDUM FOR CORRESPONDEHTS, releassd with the morning
DTS PLLANST of 11 March, 1970),

It was announced by USAIV (LONG BIH) that another U.S. Arty unit will

depert the lepublic of Vietnam tomorrow, March 15, as part of the Third Ine

aent of Troop Redeployment. The 2nd Battalion, 13th Artillery, stationed
v Loil, will depart from Cam Ranh Bay and carry its colors back to Fort
wsig, ashincton, for inactivation. The color bearing detachment represcnt-
ing the vnit will be led by Captain Theodors J, Doucstte, Beverly, Hass, Fir-
ing its first round of artillery support nearly five years ago, the highly
mobile unit has since participated in several major operations, firing more
thar 800,000 rounds in support of Allied and U,S. forces in ths Republic of
Viounan., TFor their outstanding job, the battalion has reczived two Meritor-
jous Uit Citations., A reduction of 528 U.S. Army persomnel spaces is in-
wvolvad in the redsployment. (The above is from a MEHORANDUM FOi CORRISPON-
275, released with the morning VS REIEASE of 14 March, 1970).

R o =

It was anmmounced that the-U.S. llaval Support Activity, Da Hang, Detach-
ment Tan 1ir/Mus, will be turned over to the U.S. Army tomorrow, 15 March. The
turnover will result in a decrsase of approximately 300 Navy spaces to be ap-
rplied azainst the 2,000-man Havy reduction in the Third Incremsnt of Troop
Redeployment, Pzrsonnel of the unit will be reassigned within the Republic
of Tietnam or returned to the United States, provided they havs neared com-
pletion of their tour in Vietnam. The Tan My/Hue activity began in July, ‘1967,
when a small detachment arrived, Since that date, the activity has provided
logistics support to U,S. and Free VWorld Military Assistancz Forces in northern
Y Corps and operated a Mavy fuel tank farm, Supplies arriving at the Tan Iy
ramp weres off-loaded directly onto vehicles or transferred to smaller craft for
further shipment up-river to Hue., The Tan My/Hue facility is the third Naval
Support Activity element to be phased out as a part of the Third Increment of
Troop Redeployment, Detachments at Cua Viet/Dong Ha and Sa Huynh were inacti-
vated last nonth,
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(The above is from a MEMORANDUM FOR CORRESPONDENTS, released with the morning
WIS RELFASE of 1k March, 1970).

15 liarch

It was announced by 7th AF {Tan Son Nhut Air Base) that the U.S. Air
Force 16th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron, Tan Son Nhut AB, will leave
tomorrow, liarch 16, for Misawa Alr Base, Japan, as part of the Third Incre-
ment of Troop Redeployment. The 7th Air Force squadron has flown aerial
reconnaissance missions over North and South Vietnam since its arrival in
the Republic of Vietnam in October, 1965. Persomnnel, equipment and assigned
RF-/, aircraft will be moved to Misawa Air Base Japan for duty with the U.S.

5th Air Force. The total space reduction as a result of this redeployment
is 722, (The above is from a MEMORANDUM FOR CORRESPONDENTS, releagsed with
the evening NINS RELEASE of 15 March, 1970). - .

26 March

Tt was announced that the U,S. Naval Support Activity (NsA), Da Nang's
Bulk Fuel Division, was turned over to the U.3. Army during ceremonies at
the Northwesat Fuel Ferm, today. The fuel division operates tank farms and
supervises cormercial fuel storage farms in the Da Nang area. Under the
motto, here would you go without us," the division handles large quanti-
ties of petroleum products everydsy. Since May, 1967, the Bulk Puels Divis-
jor has supplied POL (petrolesum, oil, lubricents) to Free Vorld Military
Forces in the I Corps Tactical Zone, Bulk Fuel Division!s tank farms at ISAD
Chu Lai werc also turned over to the Army today, lMarch 26, The tank farm at
Tan 1%y was turned over on February 26. The persomnel of Da Nang and Chu Laits
tank farms will stay in Da Nang, go to other activities for duty, or will be
redeployed as part of the Navy'!s 2,000 personnel space reductions in the pre-
viously announced Third Increment of Troop Hedeployment., (The above is from
a MEMOPANDUM POR CORRESPONDENTS, released with the evening NEWS RELEASE of
26 larch, 1970).

30_liarch

Tt was announced by Headquarters, 7th Ai. Force that three tactical
fighter squadrons will be inactivated at Can Ranh Alr Base tomorrow, 31 ¥arch,
as part of the Third Increment of Redeployment of U.S. forces, The three
units are the 557th Tactical Fighter Squad-on, commanded by LTC George Aubry

Jr. of Universal City, Texas; the 558th Tecilcal Fighter Squadron, commanded

* by LTC Fthan A, Grant of Ft. Walton Beach, l.orida; and the 559th Tactical
Fighter Squadron, cormanded by LTC Lowell 1. Shearer of Hampton, Virginia.
Inactivation of the three squadrons, which are squipped with F-4C Phantoms,
will result in a reduction of some 1,980 Air Force personnel authorizations
in Vietnam. This figure includes authorizations for the threes squadrons and

. supporting elements. Alrcraft assigned to the squadrons are being transferred
to George Air Force Base, California. Soms personnel in the inactivated units
will be transferred to other wnits to complete their Vietnam tour. The remain-
der will be retumed to the U.S. using nomal returnee procedures, The 557th
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and £52th Squadrons arrived in the Republic of Vietnam in Yovenber 1965,

“hz 559th TFS arrived in country January 1, 1966. (The above is from a

IIZORAIDULY FOR. CORRTSPONDENTS, released with tha evening I.5 RELEASE of
© 30 liarch, 1970),

21 arch

It wes announced by USARV (LONG BINH) that another U.S, Army unit oAl
: Azpart the Republie of Vietnan tomorrow, April 1, as part of thz Third In-
souaeat of Troop Redeployment, A detachment representing vthe Tth Battalion,
. 9th Tlcld Artillery, stationed in ITT Corps, will depart from Cam Ranh 3By
and carry its colors back to Fort TLewls, Vashington, for inactivation, The
' relining color bearing detachment will be led by Captain Charles R, Aing-
worth, Durent, Oklshomae. Tiring its first round of artillery support nearly
. vhree and one~half years ago, the highly mobile unit has since participated
- in many major operations, firing more than 290,000 rounds in support of Al-
lied and .S, Forces in the Republic of Vietnam. The departurs of this unit
wll result in a reduction of 528 personnel spaces, (The above is from a
LZIORAIDI TO CORRISPONDINTS (1), released with the evening 17 17S RELFASI of
31 l'arch, 1870). .

It wes announced by USARV (LONG BINH) that another U.S. Arvy unid will
o¢ inactivated in the Nepublic of Vietnam tomorrow, April 1, as part of tha
Third Incromant of Troop Redeployment. The unit is F Battary, 16th Fiald
Artillery in IIX Corps., Members of this unit will be reassisned within IV
or rctummad to the U,S. provided they have completed a normal tour. A ro-
.duetion of 125 personnel spaces will result from the inactivation, (The above
is from a MIWORANDUM FOR CORRESPONDINTS (i2), released with the evening &S
REILAST of 31 arch, 1970).
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ar 1970 Rear Adniral Albert R. Marschall, USH, relieves Rear Admiral
John T. Dillon as 3d MNAV CONST BLE.

lar 1970 An estimated 50 enemy soldiers probe the night defensive posi-
tions of an element of the 2nd Brigade, lst Cavalry Division
(Lirmobile), 29 miles north of Tay Ninh City. The troops react
with orranic weapons and receive artillery support. Thirty-seven
enemy are killed, and 12 individual weapons captured, U.>. cas~
vpalties ars one killed, three wounded.

lar 1970 3G Herbert Z. Wolff, USA, assumes command of GilaC, replacing Col-
onzl Byron D. Greene, Acting CG after the January death of Cen.
Charles J. Girard, USA.

rap 1970 Tear Admiral Albert N. llarschall, USH, relieves ..ear Admiral
Henry J. Johnson, USM, as Deputy Director, PACHAVFACSEA/OICC.

* jlar 1670  DOL announces 113 Americans are killed in the w2tk ending 28
February. It is the highest weekly total since 22 Noveuber, 1969,

Far 1970 An element of the 2nd Brigade, lst Cavalry Division (Airmobile)
finds an ehemy cache 22 miles northeast of Song Be in Phuoc Lonp
Trovince, It weighs approximately nine tons and contains 1,100
rounds of 82rm mortar; 450 fuses for £2mm mortar; 225 primers for
£2mn mortar; 35 bolt action rifles; 49 SKS riflss; 220 rifle rra-
nzdss; 43,000 rounds of small arms ammunition; 2,400 pounds of
TIT3 38 cases of platic explosives; one anti-tank mine; 5,000 fcov
of detonatin:s cord; 170 anti-tank CHICCH rrenndes; 34C rounds of
rocket~-rrenades; 1,000 pick axes with out handles; and 1% shov:=ls.

siar 1970 The port of Cen Tho, Phong Dinh Provincs, 1is turmad over to the
ATV by the lst logistics Command.

jior 1970 The 11lth Armored Cavelry Regiment engages an sy force seven
riles southeast of Katum in Tay iinh Province., Yhirty-one enamy
are kKlled. U.S. casualties are two woundad.

7 tar 197C The total number of hzlicopters lost to enery action since 1961
in Vietnam reaches 1,500,

7 lar 1970 .n elament of the 19%9th Light Infantiry Bricad. discovers a signif-
icant food cache waighing 7% tons, 20 miles north of Ham Tan in
3inh Tuy Province,

7 lar 1070 Carbodion peasants stage demonstrations in Svayricng, derancing

0 troops loave Cambodia, Thsy seiz: 11 weapons from tha VO dur-
ing the protests.
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S lar 1970

9 Mar 1970

G Mar 1970
1C Mar 1970
10 Har 1970
10 Kar 1970

i0 Mar 1970

1C Mar 1970

10 Mar 1970

11 Mar 1970
12 Mar 1970

12 Mar 1970

An cloment of the 1lst Brigade, 1lst Cavalry Division (Airmobile)
contacts an unknowm size enemy force 29 miles north of Tay Iinh
City. Small arms and automatie weapons fire is ezchanged, and
the troopers are supported by artillery, helicopter gunships,
anc. USAF tactical aircraft, Twenty-nine eneny are killed, U.S,
casualties ara thrse killed, 13 wounded.

The Commanding General XXIV Corps assumes operational control of
all U.S, forces in I CTZ and assumes duties of Senior Advisor to
Commanding General, I Corps,

Lieutenant General K.B. McCutcheon, USMC, replacas Lieutenant
General Herman Nickerson, Jr., as Commanding General, III MAF,

“ajor General Rexford H, Dettre, Jr., USAF, assumes duties of
FACJS, replacing Major General Richard F, Shaefer.

Brigadier General Lawrence V. Greene, USA, assumes duties of
HMACJL, replacing Brigadier General Albert H. Smith, Jr.

The USMC 26th Regimental Landing Team begins embarking aboard’
ships at Da Nang for redeployment from RVN.

DOD directs MACV to begin reporting aircraft losses in Laos as
soon as SAR operations have been completed. Casualties imme-
diately related to the losses are to be announced also.

While operating four miles southwest of Loc Ninh, in Binh Iong
Province, an element of the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment con-
tacts an enemy force. Support comes from artillery, helicopter
gunships and tactical aircraft. Fifty-four enemy are killed, and
five detained. Also, 19 individual and ten crew-served weapons
are captured. U.S. casualties are four killed and 18 wounded.

Vice Admiral Maurice F. Weisner assumes command of the 7th Fleet,
replacing VADY William F, Bringle,

North Vietnam and Viet Cong embassies in Phnom Penh are targets
of Cambodian demonstrators who ransack buildings, burn cars, and
toss furmiture into thes streets,

Prince Souvanna Phouma'announces NVN must withdraw its troops
(estimated at 67,000) before there is a cessation of U.S. bombing
in Laos.

Prince Norodom Sihanouk charges the Viet Cong and Viet Minh (1vy)
have not respected their solemn promises to respect Cambodials
neutrality and frontiers.

&7



14 lar

ik iar

1% iar

14 [ar

soan-
16 Tar

Pothd

17 Tlar

17 Yar

1970

1670

1970

2KC demands that Viet Cong and NVA troops be withdrawn from Cam-
bodian territory by dawn 15 larch,

US3 TEPOSE (AE-16), known as the "Angel of the Orient,™ steams
out of Da Nang Harbor for the U.S. and decommissioning, leaving
only one hospital ship in Vietnam waters.

The 35 COLOMBIA EAGLE, a cargo ship carrying munitions to Thai-
land, is cormandeered by mutineers and taken tc Cambodia.

"z U,5. Army assumes responsibility for the facilities of the
Ten 1y/Hue logistics base formerly under control of Naval Sup-

PR}

port Activities Da Nang.

-ements of the lst Brigade, 25th Infantry Division, engage an
snay force nine miles northeast of Tay MNinh City. Twenty-fiv-
encry ares killed. V.S, casualties are two killed and six wouncec,

L 1o 20-121 "Constellation! crashes while landing at De Ilang
o Mage, Of 31 erevmembers, 22 arz killed and nine indursd,

“ports from Chau Doc Frovince +=1) of Cambodian troops attormo-
ins to push & VC battalion back across ths Wil border and czll-
in~ for assistence from IV artillery,

Csepstary of the Army lesor annovncss tha findinrs of a rrob:
nzaded by Lieutenant General Peers into the alledged iy Lel llmss-
or:, Tourteen officers charged with various violations of the
Ut apes LG Samuel W. Koster, former GG, 23d (imerical) Infeon-
try Division; BG George H., Young, former assistant division com—

rander, 23d (Anerical) Infentry Division; Col. Hobert B. Lupor,
fomer cormander 6th Battalion, 11th Artillery; Col, llels ., Dar-
son, former chief of staff, 23d (Americal) Infantry Division; Li.
Col. David C. Gavin, former district senior advisor of Son "inh
Jistriet; L, Col., Villiam D. Guinn, Jr., former doputy provinss
advisor, ~uang Ngai Province; la}. Charles C. Calhoun, formur emi=
ccutive officer and operations officer of Task Torce BAMILLL; taj.
Dobert 7. Enipht, former operations officer, 1lth Infantry Rrigcads:
tai. Fraderic Y. Vatke, former commander Company B, 123d Aviation
Sattalion; Capt. Kenneth ¥, Boatman, former artillery formard ob-
seyver; Capt. Dennis H. Johnson, former £2d ilitary Intellircncs
"stachment; Capt, Ernest L. Medina, former commander Compamny O, ‘
1st Battalion, 20th Infantry; and, Capt. Thomas X, iillinshan,
former lst Iieutenant in Company B, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantiy.

l‘aZor General Lloyd B. Ramsey is injured in the crash of hig Ud-1

helicopter in the jungle seven miles west of Chu Lai. Tho crash
ig not thz result of ememy action.
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18 liar 1970 Hadio Phrom Penh announces "From this day the Prince Norodonm
Sihanouk shall ceases his function as head of th: state of Cam-
hodla and will be replaced by Cheng Heng, the Chairman of the
Hational Assembly.

19 Mar 197C Rep. L, llendel Rivers, Chairman of the Armed Services Committee,
announces a subcommittee is investipgating the Pentagonig handling
of the ly Lal case and "at the proper time we will make a report."

20 Tar 1970 The “hite House acknowledges that there is "very limited" Thai
involvemont in Laos bul describes as grossly exaggerated that
U.3. aircraft have flown two battalions to the Laotian war zons,

21 Yar 1970 llajor General Albert E. Milloy replacss Major General Lloyd B.
tamsey as CG, 23d (Americal) Infantry Division after Gensral
was injured in a hslicopter accident four days earlier,

21 ifar 1970 Brigadier Gancral John €. Henlon assumes command of the lst
Infantry Division, replacing Major General Albert L. Milloy.

21 llar 197C An unknown number of cnemy enter the villages of Plei Khe and
Euing Ya Kem, in Pleiku Province, and destroy 35 housss by fire,

22 ar 1970 Thailand Prime liinister denies that two Thal battalions werc
sent to Laos but admifs "that soms volunteers" may have gone
thares,

22 llar 1970 Terrorists throw hand grenades into the midst of Buddhist
worshippers at a temple seven miles north of Saigon. The blast
kills 14 women and children and leaves 20 others wounded.

22 ilar 197C A helicopter of the 1lth Aviation Group, lst Cavalry Division
(Airmobile), cngages 30-35 enemy soldiers eight miles west of
Loc Ninh in Binh Long Province, killing 30 of them. There are
no U,5, casualiles.

23 Kar 1970 The Cambodian Government asks the ICC be sent to expel VA and
~ VC troops peacefully from Cambodian soil.

23 Yar 1970 In an area 15 miles northwest of Phuoc Binh, in Phucc Long Pro-
: vince, an element of the 3rd Brigade, lst Cavalry Division (Air-
robile), finds a 13-ton rice cache.

23 lar 1970 The postal strike in the U,S, slows down the Vietnam-bound mail.
Th2 mall received 1s down 50 percent.

23 ar 1970 Cambodian Prime liinister Lon Kol states that the U.5. ammunition

ship SS COLUMBIA EAGLE, hijacked and taken into Cambodian waters,
will not be returmed.
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25 Lar 1970 VG and YVH diplomats are ordered home from their Cambodian
embagsies in Phnom Penh,

26 tlar 1970 An element of the lst Brigade, lst Cavalry Division (Airmobile),
enrages an unknown size enemy force 25 miles north-northwest of
' Tay Hinh City. The troops are supported by artillery, helicopter
runships, and tactical aircraft. Tighty-eight enemy are killed.
1.3, casualties are two killed, 22 wounded.

27 “iar 1970 Ths Government of Cambodia announces mobilization of all vsteran
soldiers to boost the armed forces in thes face of a reported ad-
vance on Phnom Penh by four Viet Cong columns reported to b=
3,600 strong.

26 liar 1970 Cambodia Prime lMinister General Lon Nol announcss that the U.S.
ammmnition ship SS COLUMBIA EAGLE would be returncd to the U.S.
ard that it was free to leavs at any time but actual arrangomnonts
woiuld be made through a neutral country.

26 tar 1970 An aremy unit identified as an WVA element of the 9th VG Livision
attacks FSB Jay, 20 miles north-northwest of Tay linh City. Th-
hase ig occupied by elements of the lst Brigade, lst Cavalry Di-
vision (Airmobile), who return fire and are supported by artillery,
h-li.coptar gunships, and an AC-119 from the 14th Special Operations
iing., Seventy-four enemy are killed, thres are detained, and 12
individual weapons and 20 rounds of £2mm mortar are captured. U.C.
casualties are 13 killed and 30 wounded.

29 Mar 1970 The Chi Lang Training Center, Chau Doc Province, receives rockets
and a ground attack. Thirty-eight enemy are killzad, three are de-
tained, and nine individual weapons are captured. Friendly casual-
“ias are 18 killed, and 35 wounded.

2% lar 1970 in enemy force abtacks the Ba Xoal Speclal Torces Camp located
five miles south of Tinh Bien in Chau Doc Province. Thirty ensuy
are killed, and three are detained. Also, seven individual and
and three individual weapons are captured. No friendly casualti.s.

30 lar 1970 4 military court finds 1st Lt. James B. Duffy cuilty of involun-
tary manslaughter and conspiracy to commit involuntary manslauzht.r
in the killing of a Vietnames= prisoner 5 September, 1969.

30 lar 197C The Training Center at Chi Lang in Chau Doc Province recelves an
estimat zd 500 rounds of mixed mortar and rockst firs during earl;
rnorning from an unknowm size cnemy forcs, Xlsven eneny ars kill«<,
Triendly casualties are 95 wounded.

1970 LUACY announces that a USN F=l aircraft engaged and shot dovmn ar
attacking NVN MIG=21 near Thanh Hoa, NVN. The P-4 was protocting
an unarmed reconnaissance aircraft on 22 larch,

31 ia
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31 Jer 197G An element of the 11th Armorad Cavalry Regiment, in tanks and
armored pocsonnel carriers, contacts an undstermined size enony
force 27 miles north~northwest of Tay Ninh City. The friendly
force enragzs the cnemy with organic weapons and is supported
by artillery and helicopter gunships. Thirty encmy are killed,
and 16 are dstained. Also, five individual and two crew-secrvad
wsapons are captured. There are no friendly casualties.

21 iar 197C U.S. military strength in the Republic of Vistnam is 442,C¢8€,
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REVIEW OF GROUND OPERATIONS

iRIENDLY ENEMY

PROVINCE LOSSES LOSSES
OPERATION _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ INITIATED _ _ _ _KIA _ _ _ WIA_ _ _ KIA_ _ _ _ _ W _ _ _ CsW
II FFV:
TOAN THANG (PHASE IV) ITTI Corpse 628 4,054 13,614 5,298 529
II FFV (US/FW) 1 Nov 69
1st 9th & 25th Inf Divs |
199th Lt Inf Bde/11th Armi Cav Regt
3rd Bde, 82 Abn Div & 1lst ATF/RTAVR
1at Cav Div (Airmobile)
XXTV CORPS
FREDERICK HILL Quang Tin 440 2,618 5,001 8l 12
AMERICAL Div (Bn+) 18 Mar 69
TRON MOUNTAIN Quang Ngai 317 1,864 2,827 680 69
AMERICAL Div (Ba+) 18 Mar 69
GENEVA PARK Quang Ngai 139 L, 1,388 252 33

AMERICAL Div (Bnt+) 18 Mar 69



MARCH CASUALTY & STRENGTH STATISTICS

- e A — e we wem e mm dwn m — o wrm mm  m— m— g A e o e  m e e

WEEK KIA Since KIA Since WIA WIA WIA Since WIA Since
ENDING KIA 1 Jan 61 3 Jan 70 Hosp Non-Hosp 1 Jan 61 3 Jan 70
7 Mar 88 40,846 818 370 433 269,099 6,300
14 Mar 101 40,947 919 258 362 269,719 6,920
21 Mar 110 41,057 1,020 435 429 270,583 7,78
28 Mar 79 41,136 1,099 274 245 271,102 8,303

Yearly US KIA low to date: 3 Jan 70 (65). Yearly US KIA high to date: 28 Feb 70 {113)

WEEK EN KIA Since EN KIA Since
ENDING M/C/1 EN KIA 1 Jan 61 2 Jan 70
7 Mar 1,363 2,145 607,886 19,238
1, Mar 1,372 2,372 610,308 21,610
21 Mar 1,369 2,291 612,599 23,901
28 Mar 1,367 2,136 614,722 26,037
M/C/I as of 3 Jan 70: 1,356 STRENGTH-IN-COUNTRY
WEEK COAST US OFF=SHORE
ENDING ARMY MARINES AIR FORCE NAVY GUARD SUB-TOTAL  FWMAF (USK - USCG)
5 Mar 330,600 49,800 55,000 29,000 300 L6, , TO0 68,800 27,000 - 600
12 Mar 328,900 47,800 54,700 29,100 300 460,800 68,700 27,000 - 600
19 Mar 324,900 46,300 54,000 29,000 300 454,500 68,900 26,000 - 800
26 Mar 321,400 Ll , 200 53,900 28,800 300 44,8,600 68,900 26,000 - 600

Peak US Strength Apr 69: 543,400; Down from Peak Strength 26 Mar 70: @94,800; Authorized Strength
15 Dac 69: 484,000



