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15 MAR NATIONAL ASSEMELY DEBATES REPORTED

[Edaitorial Report--D] Phnom Tenh Domestic Service in Cambodian at 1235 GMT on

18 Mareh 1970 carried a 2-hour precording of two debates held L¥ the Wational
Assembly earlier on the sane day. The first debate--which lasted only a few
minutes--dealt with a personal smuggling matter. The second debate was a close
session and dealt with the Xrkmer national political situation Tt opened with
H2tisnal Assembly Acting Chairman In Tam inviting Lt Gen Lon Nol to read a
communique by the Royal Government. Tie communique stressed that the activitices
5f Viet Cong agents had ereated a serious situation and the government was taking
irmediate countermensures to lnsure the country's safety.

Spealing naxt, Deputy S8im Var stressed the seriousness of the sifuation caased by
the presence of Viet Cong trcops on ¥nner territory and demanded that the governnent
be given full power to chase them away. Deputy Trinh Hoanh then took the Tloor fto
voice his concern over the national situation and cxplained how constitutional
procedures must be followed ts give full power to the government and to proelaim

2 state of emergency in the country. Acting Chairman In Tam then took the floar
sgain and appointed a committee to study constitutional procedures to give the
governnent full power. The deputies continued the debate with Deputy Ung Mung
speaking about the seriousness af the current situation. To deal with tie situation,
the government must be given fuzll power and Khmer military forces must be inereased,
Ung Mung emphasized.

Speaking next Deputy Douc Rasy ascused the Viet Cong and Viet Minh of planning to
cceupy Khmer territory after their war with the United States ends. He also called
for the application of the Article 15 of the Constitution to give full power to the
government. Deputy Oush Bk then took the floor and dealt with the Viet Ccng
activities on Kmmer territory, which, acceording to him, were the cause sf the
recent demonstratisns. He alss demanded full power for the government. Deputy
Danh Sang spoke about the constitutional procedures to be fallowed to give full
pover to the government, and czlled for the strengthening of the Khmer military
forces. Deputy Thach Chan recalled the recent anti-Viet cong, anti-Viet Mirh
demonstrations and accused the Vietnamese of committing brutalities against the
Cambodian peopls. He also demanded full power for the government and the
proclamation of a state of emergency as 2 measure ts help the government of natisnal
salvation cope with the current naticnal problems.

e
Speaking next, Acting Chairman In Tan asked for an intermission to draft a
resolution to this effect. When the draft was ready, it was read by Deputy Trinh
Hoank and unanimously approved by the National Assembly. Tne resolution stated
that because cf the ocecupation of Khmer territory by the Viet Cong troops and
Leeause of the acbivities cf certain traitors who have sold ouf the country to the
Tiet Cong, a state of emergency Was proclaimed and the Lon Nol government of national
calvation was given full power in conformity with the Article 15 of the
constitution.

Acting Chairman In Tam took the floor again to speak about the recent anti-Viet Cong
demo-strations and stressed the tasks of the National Assembly and the government.
lic also disclased that during a recent meeting with Her Majesty the Queen, she
expressed her displeasure over the demonstrations, and that Prince Sihenouk himself
nad accused the National Assesbly and the present government of treason against the
nation.
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Depuly Trinh Hcanh then tock the ficor and dencunced Prince 3ihanouk for protecting
the Viet Cong and acting in éomplicity with foreigners. He called Sihanouk z dictat
and accused him of giving protecticn Lo the sruggling activitles of his wife and her
fanuily, and to dishcnest officials ~nd businessmen tc please his wife and his mnother
in-law, who had made a fortune selliing positions in the administration. Re agecuscd
the Prince of causing hardships fer the people by opening the casino to serve his
personal interests and his family's interests, of constantly changing his views o t
peint of creating a credivility gap among the people, of demagoguery, cf execuling g
large number of peasants without trigls, of wasting national funds, of blindly
fellowing his wifels adviece, of disrespect for the peopleis opinicn, and of wviclabin
the censtitution, Trinh Foanh alsc stressed the neecessity "of getling rid of the
Sihanouk yoke" and propesed a voke to withdraw confidence from the Prince.

Speaking next, Deputy Oeur Lay In accused Sihanouk of repeatedly insulting him despit
the faecl that he had been a friend of Prince "since childhood." He recalled tfhat
Sihznouk gave excessive prizes to beautiful girls during the past international film
festival while the people were starving. He also said he appreved of Trinh Huanhis
prepesal to relieve Frinee Sihanouk as chief of state,

Deputy Prom Senh then took the floer and voiced approval for Trinh Hoahh!s preposzi.
ie aceused Sihanouk of humiliating the deputies and deceiving the Khmer peiple. He
demanded the withdrawing of confidence from the Prince because, zcocrding to nim,
3ihanouk "is the cnly one whe would sell his country,”

Depaty Oueh Ex charged that "Sihanouk is walking the wrong way," and- demanded that

the Prince step aside to let other peonle serve the country. He accused the Prinec

of kiliing a large number of persons because "nis brother-in-~law was a volice
commissar,” but 4id not elaborate on this tharge. He acecused the Prince of supplying
ard. and ammunition teo E@eeg;ggﬁgqnghto 11l the Khmer people. He revealed that at
precent there are-ters of arms and amﬁunitiﬁu;a%icndatilliﬁé?a;nat;%aenzﬁggggggt;th:;
Viet Cong yet. Finally he detlared thai he nas withdeswn Lis confidence from
Sihancuk. -

Mr Phucng San, a member of the CJouncil of the Kingdom, then took the floor ang inguired
about The constitutional procedures which have made Sihanouk chief of state, Acting
Chairmen In Tam told him that the Prince had not been yoted inte office but hag been
made chief of state by demonstrators during the time Mr Choup Hell was president of
the National Assembly and M» Fho Proeung precident of the Council of Ministers. Mr
Phueng San then acked more questions abeout how Sihanouk wos made chief ¢f state, to
w“hicir In Tam gave further explznations. Satisfied, Fhoung San declared that he

agreed with the decision to withdraw confidence from the Prince. Deputy Koam Reth took
the floor to-voiece his views, Which were similar.fo those expressed by. his .colleggues.
He also said he did not want te plaee his confidence in the Prince anymere.

Acting President In Tam then cziled for 3 vote of confidence on Frince 3ihanouk to
decide the issue. The 92 members of the two houses present then unanimously voted
against Sihanouk. Acting President In Tam took the rloor and declared that Prince
Sihancuk "must vacate his post as chiel of state of Cambodiz as of today." The
sessior. coneluded after In Tam’s declaration.
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