CAMBODIA
Ii. 30 Mar 70 K8 055078 NORTH RHDFTHAN Cm
"""—-———.,_-bw,__; —

DATE / SUB-CAT

HOC TAP CONDEMNS U.S. RO "CAMBODIAN MPAIRS

Hanol Domestic Serviee in mese 1115 GMT 28 Mar 70 8

{March HOC TAP commentary: "The Cambodian coup dletat: A new aet of aggression
by the U.S. imperialists"] '

{Text] Under CIA direction, on 18 March 1570 the pro-U,5, rightist clique in the
Cambodian ruling circles staged a coup dletat, announced the (?deposition of)
Camboedian Chief of State Norodom 8ihancuk, took over the entire state power 1in
Cambodia, and abandoned the policy of independence, peace, and neutrality as laig
down byTChief of State Norodom Sihanouk, thus driving Cambodis into U.S. hands.

Despite the fact that the U.5, imperialists pretended not to be involved in the
Cambodian coup, everyone knows that the U.8. imperialists ware its organizers.
The French bourgeois paper PARIS JOUR pointed out that "this iz a pro-U.8, coup
which was engineered in accordance with the CI4 plan,® ’

With the 18 March Cambodia coup, the U.S. imperialists committed a new crime,
following the series of crimes they have commitsed against the independence of
other pecples the world over. The 18 March coup was an act of brazen aggression
against Cambodia by the U.S. imperialists. .

During the past 15 years, the U.S. imperialists have continually engaged in
interventionist and aggressive activitieg against Cambodla. Immediately artep

the signing of the 1954 Geneva accords on Indochina, the U,.S., imperialists set

up the aggressive SEATO and deliberately bubt Cambodia, as well as Laos and South
Vietnam, under its protection., - The U.S. imperialists and their lackeys have
continually resorted to .provocations, pressure, and attacks from without together
with sabotage assassinations, and subversive activities within the country to force
Cambodia to join the U.3. camp,

The U.S. imperialists have supported and commanded the Knhmer Sereil to destroy the
seewrily of Cambodia, They have encouraged their lackeys in Baigon and Bangkok

to vialate the Cambodian borders. They have used planes to drop bombs, to strafe,
and to spray poisonocus .chemicals on Cambodian villages and plantations, But the
unsubmissive Cambodian people have resclutely struggled against the U.S, imperialists
and thelr lackeys to safegusrd thelr national independence.

Under Chief of State Norodom Sihanouk’s leadership, the Khmer kingdom has steadrastly
pursued 1ts foreilgn policy of positive neutrality and nonalinsment, thus enabling
Cambodia to live in independence and peace for 15 years. The fact that Cambodia

has followed the path of independence, pedee, and neutrality against the U.§.
imperialists! will has enraged the United States. Thus, the U.S. imperialists

nave resorted to every means to force Cambodia to abandon its path of independence,
peace, and neutrality, to destroy Cambodian independence, to woo Cambodia into the
U.S. camp. In this way they have tried to turn Cambodia into a neocolony and U,S,
military base and to use Cambodia as a springboard for pursuing and prolonging

its aggressive war in Vietnam and Laos.

The great victorles of the anti-U.S. national salvation resistance of the vietnamese
pecple--especially the great victories in South Vietnam--along with the victories

of the liberation war of the lLaoctian people--especially the recent great vistory

in the Plaine des Jarres, Xleng Khouang area.-have driven the U.8. imperialists intg

2 critical, stalemated situation. But refusing to admit derfeat, the y,8. imperialists
have’ pecklessly engineered the Cambodian goup, hoping to extricate themselves from
their stalemate in Vietnam and laos.
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The U,8,-englneered coup in Cambodia lles wilthin the framework of the U,S8, imperlalists?
aggressive scheme against Indochina. It is aimed at serving their Vietnamization

scheme which is encountering serlous difficulties in South Vietnam, It is part of

the U,5, imperialists! overall aggressive scheme against Asia, of thelr scheme to use
Asians to fight Aslans, and of Nixon's so-called Aslan doctrine.

By striving to exert pressure and by pouring out U,S. dollars for bribes, the U,S,
imperialists have succeeded in attracting to their side the rightist factlion among
the Cambodian ruling circles in order to oppose the Vietnamese people's anti-¥,S.
national salvation resistance, the Laotian people'fs liberation war, Cambodia's indep-
endence and neutrality, and the Cambodian people.

The coupists have eliminated all freedom and demoeratic rights, implementing a dicta-.
torial, faseist poliey and severely repressing the Cambodians. The 18 March coup d'fetat
has revealed a split within the fambodian ruling circles. Fearing the Cambodian people's
revolutionary movemen: and the victories of the Vietnamese and Laotlan revoluticns and
because of the U,8, Imperialists! pressure and bribery, the rightist factlon--a part of
the Cambodilan ruling circle-~headed by Lon Nel and Sirik Matak, has resigned 1ltself to
serving as a U,S. imperialist lackey: 1t betrays {ambodia's national independence, and
opposes Camhodians and other Indochinese peoples.

Te divert public opinion, the couplsts have conducted an anti-Vietnamese campaign,
using brigands to ransack the DRV and RSVN embassles in Cambodia and sowing division
and national hatred for the Vietnamese among the Cambodilan people in an attempt to
conceal thelr country-selling act_s.

The U,8. imperialists and thelr lackeys have leaped with Joy for having succeedet! in
their coup In a relatively e4sy manner. But, being shortsighted and stupid, they cannot
foresee the untold difficulties resulting from the coup.

The 18 Marech coup erupted when the situation was unfavorable for its engineers and in

a country where the people were already trained in the revolutionary struggle agalnst
the imperlalists and thelr henchmen. Shoulder to shoulder with the Vietnamese and
Laotians, the Cambodians tenaclously and bravely fought against Prench imperialism to
regaln independence and freedom., For 15 years, the Cambodlans have been llving in
independence and peace. They undepstand well that their independence and peace were
brought about by the three Indochinese peoples’ successful anti-French resistance and
cannot be separated from the anti-imperialist struggle of the two bdrotherly pesples of
Vietnam and Iaos. They well understand that over the past 1% years, the U,S5, imper-
ialists--their very dangerous enemy--have plotfed to destroy their national independence.

The 18 March coup erupted 1n a country where the people clearly reallze the beneflts

of the path of independence, peace, and neutrality. Over the past 15 years, by fol-

lowing this path, Cambodlia has enjoyed pelitical independence, genulne peace, and ald
from scelalist countries while 1lts position shas risen In the international arena. -

The 18 March coup erupted in a country adjacent to two neighboriﬁg countries which
are lighting and btriumphling over the 1,5, Imperialists, who--because of their heavy
setbacks--have been gradually forced to retreat by Vietnamizing their aggressive war.
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The 18 March eoup erupted at a time when, throughout the world, the powerful sccialist
camp was sympathizing with and supporting Cambodia's independent, peaceful, and neutral
poliey and assisting the Cambodians in their struggle against the U.8. imperialists

and their henchmen to safeguard their national independence. Erupting under these
conditions, the coup could not bring the results which the coupists expected. Conversely,
it has brought unforeseen consequences.

The 18 March coup has brought important changes in the Cambodian situation. The
revolutionary and sounterrevolutionary forces have besn reoprganized. There have been
important changes in the enemy ranks and among the allies of the Cambodian revolution-
ary pecple. While the rightist group within the Cambodian ruling ecircle--following
the example set by the Khmer Serei-~is serving as a lackey of the U.S. imperialists,
those within this cirele who have maintained an independent, peaceful, and neutralist
policy have definitively sided with the people in the struggle against the U.S.
imperialists and their henchmen. Cambodia's national united front against U.S.
imperialism and its henchmen has been axpanded with the participation of new fopces.
The patriotic Cambodians are holding aloft their national flag, with a determination
to struggle against U.S. imperialism and its henchmen in order te make Cambodia a
genuinely independent, peaceful, and neutral country.

The anti-U.S. national salvation undertaking of the revolutionary Cambodian people has
fundamental and lasting advantages., Present difficulties are cnly temporary. The
revolutionary Cambodian people will surely overcome these difficulties and advance
firmly. The U.S. imperialists are very cruel and cunning. But in Indochina, they
are belng weakened and defeated. Their subversive activities in Cambodia arpe being
condemned by the world. The U.3. imperialists and their lackeys are being isolated.
Clearly seeing the cruel face of the U.S. imperialists and their lackeys, the
Cambodian people are achieving unity to oppose them.

Their Just cause enjoys the sympathy and support of socialist countries, naticnalist
countries, and all peace-and=-justice loving people. The Lon Nol-Sirik Matak clique
has betrayed the EKhmer people's supreme interests, sabotaged the age-old friendship
and militant solidarity of the Indochinese people, and seriously threatened peace
and security in this area.

On 23 Mareh 1970, in a solemn statement, Samdech Norodom Sihanouk in his capacity

as legal chief of state of the Cambodian Kingdom announcedthe dissoliution of Gen

Lon Nol's government, the National Assembly, and the Council of the Kingdom, agcusing
them of treason. BSamdech Norodem Sihanouk has expressed his firm determination to
protect the supreme and enduring interests of the Cambodian fatherland and has called
on the Cambodian people to unite within the United National Front of Cambodia, unite
with the Vietnamese people, the Laotian people, and other people's anti-imperialist
forces in fraternal countries, and resolutely take up weapons and struggle against
the ¥.3. imperialists and thelr lackeys.

The Vietnamese people have had friendly relations with the fraternal Cambodian people
for generations. In the struggle against U.S. imperialism, the peoples of our two
countries will further strengthen our solidarity and mutual support. OQur people

are thankful to the Cambodian people for their active support of ocur anti-U.S.
national salvation struggle. We respect Cambodia's independence, soveréignty,
neutrality, and territorial integrity within its present borders.
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We protect, consolidate, and strengthen the friendship and relations of good
neighbors between poth eountries. We support the Cambodian people!s struggle against
the U.8. lmperialists and the pro-American rightist group that staged the 18 March
coup.

In its 25 March statement, our government pointed out: #iThe DRV Government always
supports Chief of State Norodom Sihanouk's policy, a policy of independence, peace,
and neutrality for the Kingdom of Cambodia, and solidarity and friendship with tne
other Indochinese peoples struggling against aggressive U.S. imperialism. It
econsiders this to be a eclearsighted policy, whieh insures the Khmer people's
national interests and contributes positively to safeguarding peace in Indochina and
Asia. The DRV Government declares its full support for Chief of State Samdech
Norodom Sihanouk's five-point statement of 23 March and firmiy supports the struggle
waged by the Cambodians, under their Chief of State Norodom Sihanouk's leadership,
against the U.S5. imperialists and their henermen and for the defense of their sacred
national rights."

The militant solidarity among the peaples of Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos is an
important factor for victory and a guarantee for the genuine independence and freedom
of these countries which develop in accordance with their own ways.

The U.S. imperialists are the enemy of the Indochinese peoplies. They are prolonging
the war of aggression against Vietnam, escalating the war in Laos, and carrying out
subversive activities in Cambodia.

Since the struggle of the peoples of Vietnam, Cambodia, and Iaocs against the U.S.
imperialists and their henchmen is a just undertaking, it will surely succeed. The
struggie of the Indochinese peoples is now in an offensive position and has scored
ever greater victories. In this position, the Cambodian people--who possess a
giorious history, a brilliant culture, a tradition of brave fighting, and ample
experience in struggle--will surely overcome all trials and continue advancing along
the path of protecting their fatherland.

Closely united in the Indochinese peoples! united front against aggressive U.S.
imperialism, the peoples of Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos are struggling resolutely and
will surely win complete victory.





