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‘/ GCVERNMENT DENIES ORDERING DEMONSTRATORS MASSACRED
Phnom Penh Domestle Serviee in French 0530 GMT 16 Apr 70 D
[Information Ministry deniall

[Text] Using vehement and slanderouns terms in a messzage sent from Pekxliz fto inter-
national orgamizations, Tormer Cambecdian chief of stave Horodom 3ihancuk aceused the
szlvation gevernment of ordering its infantry and armor te murder, betwean 18 and 31
March, 300 fellow ecountrymen, inciuding youth, women, old persoms, and children, who,
the message claimed, had peacefully demomstrated against the new regime.

The Informatiom Ministry sategoriczlly denizs slumny. These demon3trations,
which Prince 3ihanouk claimed were peaceful, ware tigated by Viet Zong agents, who
managed to incliude I1n thedr ranks peasants who suppert the Lon Nol goveramsnt by
diauing them Zawo bellieving that the purposa <of The demmastrations was te demand thet
sanctions be taken against Sihanouk. Thieats wers latar used To force “The neasants
£y {?’shout; what was contrary to what they had een (%initialiy coldl.
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MILITARY SPOKESMAN HOLDS PRESS CONFERENGE

Phnom Penh Domestic Sewxvice in French 0530 GMT 17 Apr 70 D

[Text? A% his daily press conference this morning, the military spokesman saild that
the Khmer pos: of ‘Deam Del), Mimot district, Kompoung Cham Province, was burned on
15 April by Viet Cong and North Vietnamese troops.

On 16 April the [Khsst Barail) self-defense post in Kratle Province wes attscked by
Viet Cong and North Viztnamese troo3s, The Khmer defenders suffered slight losses,
That same day, Viet Jong and North ¥ietnamese forces -~paned flre on Fhmer naval soats
anchored in (¥aam 3amnar), Prey Veng Provinne, about 2 kilometers from the frontier,
causing (word indistinet] losses £o the Jambndizns. On the same day the Khmer army
and Viet Corg ard North Vietnamese fuirces clashed fax 10 minutes near Neak Loeung,

but no casualties were reported. Also on 16 April, several hundred Viet (ong and
dorth Vietnamese troops atiacked the Khmer post o Phrnom Dew and the 'word indistinct |
markes, in Takeo Province. The customs office and a home were burned.

Aanswering Journalissos? questions about the scores of dead bodies floating In the Mekoneg,

the military spokesmen 3aid that on the rnight of 11 April a fhinese passenger hoat
ageidentally sank in the Mekong, kIlIing about 30 persing, including women, children,

and old pecple., Ir rweply %e anctiner nquestlcn on the situation following the Viet Tong

and Norvth Vietnamese attacks againss (Tthe forces) of 7Jambodia, the spokesmar said

that there are about 54,000 Viet Cong and North Viatnamese troops sitationed Zilegally

on Lnmer serritory from Cavaraing), northeast of Ratanakiri, to the Xhmer maritime

provinege c¢f Kampof. He added that the overall situatlion in the ecountry is now stable. .
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