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ee for the positiog. We are fortunate
1 our country tofhave many highly
aalified men whg would accept will-
\gly this grueling responsibility as 8
atriotlc service gnd who would dis-
narge the duties sgperbly.

If some politicdl considerations, not
slated to defense]are put aside; a suc-
assor could be seected promptly. Cer-
iinly the dismisgal or resignation of
eeretary McNampra was not a sudden,
sur-of-the-moment move. Certalnly his
1ecessor must hate been considered be-
sre Mr. McNamgra's transfer to the
Jorld Bank was abproved by all of the
1terested parties.

The new Secrets
; familiar with th
f Defense budget npw being prepared by
he administration] The preparation of
ne budget 1s one of the most important
nd crueisl respongibilities of the Sec-
etary- of Defense. ¥he fiscal year 1969
yudget is the essenck of the Department
if Defense plans and operations for 1969.
Che Department of Pefense budget is the
argest in the Federnl Government. The
Jefense budget affebts every American,
-es, even every inhapitant of our globe.

Because of our pesent fiscal crisis,
“hich also affects ditectly and adversely

v must be intimate-

merican citizgn and most people
~orld, the Deplrrtment of Defense
s for fiscal ye 1969 cannot be

_sanct. The fiscallyear 1969 budget of

.¢ Department of Qefense needs more
.onsideration, more dttention, and more
serutiny than any otler part of our Fed-
>ral budget.

The man in chargelof the Department
sught to be thproughly familiar with,
ind ntimsately involvdd in, the prepara-
<ion of his departmenfal budget. Unless
he s to be & simple “y&s man” or figure-
nead, he must be givep an opportunity
for full participation ip the preparation
of his budget. If he is }o be effective, he
should not be forced by the tardiness of
his appointment to acdept cold another
Secretary's budget.

Conversely, a lame]duck Secretary
should not be permittqd to impose his
views upon the new Sgcretary through
the device of preparing the budget with-
in which the new Secrdtary must work

The budget is fundan
key, to all departmental §
Secretary should not belexcluded If we
are to expect satisfactorly performance.

The necessity of the [new BSecretary
being knowledgeable aboht his Depart-
ment’s budget is of spechl significance
to the Committee on Appropriations. I
can foresee the new Becrefary appearing
before the committees ofjthe Congress
and diselaiming sufficient 1k
testify in a manner and
necessary for the Armed |Se
Appropriations Committeed to ascertain
the facts necessary to evaljinte properly

tration can be obviated eas
mediate announcement
Secretary.

If the new Secretary dould be ap-
pointed now, he could star{ to acquaint
himself with the operatior of the De-
partment. An we could still utilize the
services and knowledge of Secretary

McNamara
ing duties.

‘The obstacks and responsibilities of
the new Secfetary are too great to

he assumes his bank-

DE GAULLE'S DANGEROUS FOREIGN
POLICY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr,
ArsErT). Under previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Alabama
{Mr. SrLpEN] is Tecognized for 38 min-
utes.

Mr. SELDEN. Mr. Speaker, last week,
for the 16th.time in half as many years,
the Presiden§ of the French Republic
shared his ¥lews of the international
scene with the world press. He took the
occasion to bar Britain once more from
Europe; to intensify his attack on the
jntérnational role of the dollar; to invite
PFrench-Canadians to form a sovereign
state; and to distribute most of the
blame for the Middle East crisls to Israel
and the United States.

If any of us had any lingering doubts
as to what General de Gaulle’s independ-
ent foreign policy is all about, they
should now be laid to rest. That policy
is one of implacable hostility toward the
Dnited States: it 1s one of obstruction-
ism in Atlanti¢c and European affairs; 1t
is one of cynicslly promoting distrust
among neighbors and Instability abroad
when the interests of France seem to be
served thereby.

In my view, French foreign policy is
not just michievous; 1t is increasingly
destructive and even in some respects
dangerous. I is time that we openly and

‘frankly labeled it as such. And it is also

time to shed any lusions that if we only
altered our own policles in this or that
respect, if we only admitted that we were
wrong and the Prench were right in varl-
out past disputes, General de QGaulle
would somehow change his nature and
become - more cooperative, or indeed
change his views and participate in the
building of a harmonicus Atlantic com-
munity. ‘ N
Mr. Speaker, like many of my col-
leagues, T have refrained until now from
speaking out on this subject, and for
what I think were good reasons. I respect
and admire the French people; and I
respect and admire the leadership Gen-
eral de Gaulle has provided them at dif-
ficult times during their history. By
assuming power in 1958, he quite pos-
sibly saved France from a disastrous civil
war while managing to bring the costly
and tragic Algerian confliet to an end.
Under his regime France has known an
unprecedented period of political and
economic stability. During the Berlin and
Cuban missile crises, his government
stood firmly by the side of the United
States and the other Western Allies.
Henece like others, Mr. Speaker, I have
been reluctant to conclude that General
de Gaulle had definitely chosen a path
of noncooperation and destructive dis-
sent in allance and world affairs. I have
watched his actions in NATO and other
forums with growing apprehension. But
I have held my peace in the hope that
quiet, patient diplomacy eould smooth
out some of the difficulies in Franco-
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American relations. I have listened to
his nationalistic excesses with dismay,
put I have thought that others could
reply more effectively than ourselves,

The time has now come, however, for
Americans to talk back and to talk back
firmly and frankly. If we look at the rec-
ord, it becomes perfectly clear where
General de Gaulle stands and in what
direction he intends to lead France, It is
a mistake to think that we can afford to
sit back and walt until he disappears
from the scene and then all will be well,
It is even more of & mistake to think that
the damage he may do can be undone in
the future. Lest others falter for the lack
of our leadership, the first step toward
effectively countering his policies is to
make it crystal clear where we stand,
and what we think.

In the recent past General de Gaulle
has usually accompanied his most dis-
quieting anouncements with the sooth-
ing words that France remains the ally of
her allies and the friend of her friends.
But judging by France's recent record of
cooperation in any number of areas, I can
only conclude that this is a strange ally,
and a still stranger friend.

There is no need for me to review the
successive steps De Gaulle took between
1958 and 1966 to disengage Prance from
military coperation in NATO, I think all
of us coniinued to hope that with some
good will on the part of France, and per-
haps some greater flexibility and under=
standing on our part, France'’s grievances
within the Alliance could be assuaged.
That hope was shattered last year when
France abruptly withdrew her ground
forces from NATO command and ousted
alled military headquarters and United
States and other allied@ forces from
French soll. The move from France and
the building of new installations in other
locations have cost the United States and
other NATO countries hundred of mil-
lions of dollars. There is no certalnty that
French soil, French alrspace, or French
forces will be available to the Alliance in
a time of tension or armed conflict. Mili-
tary authorities are unanimous in con-
cluding that NATO’s military posture has
been weakened, and that communica-
tions between NATO’s northern and cen-
tral sectors and NATO’s southern sectors
have become dangerously uncertain.

Is there not ample reason to ask, Mr.
Speaker, what kind of ally it is that
continues to accept the benefits of alli-
ance while withdrawing from the mili-
tary  organization that' makes that
alliance effective? Are we golng to agree
to the proposition that an ally can ac-
cept or reject at whim the obligations
that alliance imposes? For example, are
we really poing to welcome French par-
ticipation in the bullding of an advance
early warning and communications sys-
tem that clearly benefits France, and at
the same time acquiesce in the with-
drawal of French alr defense units that
should be supporting that system for the
benefit of all?

Tast year General de Gaulle and vari-~
ous of his followers assured us that the
Atlantic Alllance continued to be neces-
sary. Last month we learned that Soviet
paratroops and a high Soviet military
officlal had visited French military in-
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stallations as part of some Hl-defined ex-
change program. Last week 1t was re-
ported that the French Chief of Staff had
written an article fn which he discounted
the value of alliances, and advocated the
building of a French nuclear deterrent
force capable of meeting a threat not
just from the East but from any area of
the world,

Need I remind my colleagues that at
the same time the Soviet Union has in-
creased its defense budget by 15 percent,
that it has acknowledged the develop-
ment of a fractional orbiting bombard-
ment system, that it is bullding antimis-
sile defenses around its major cities, that
it has significantly increased its naval
presence in the Mediterranean, that it is
supporting the training and equipment
of Warsaw Pact forces at levels that are
not being matched by NATO forces? In
these circumstances I think that we
should ask ourselves whether the ulti-
mate security of our country and the free
world can rely even in small part on an
uncertain, erratic ally.

Last year, Mr. Speaker, Prance ex-
pressed its disinterest in further partici-
pation in NATO’s integrated miiitary
organization. This year France is resist-
ing any reformulation and updsting of
the Alliance’s political purposes. Indeed,
It now seems likely that French objec-
tions will bring to nothing the so-called
Harmel exercise—a study of NATO's
future role and tasks initiated last year
by Belgium'’s foreign minister. If Prance
were a full-fledged participating member
of the Alliance, her veto In such affairs
would be acceptable, But France by her
own cholce is no longer a full-fledged
participating member of the Alliance,
And it seems more than likely that she
will opt out completely within the next
few years, I fail to see why, in these cir-
cumstances, we should continue to give
France a veto over the future develop-
ment of the Alliance and why we should
continue t0 bow to the whims of General
de Gaulle when it probably will not alter
his policies by one iota and will leave
us with no policy at all,

Mr. Speaker, we cannot force France
to remain a loyal member of the North
Atlantic Alliance. Nor can we, on this
side of the Atlantic, force France or the
other European countries to accept Bri-
tain as a member of the Common Market,
We can, however, point clearly to the
dangers inherent in the course General
de Gaulle has chosen to follow. The
fabric of European and Atlantic coopera-
tion has been seriously strained by the
assaults of Genersl de Gaulle, Yet, con-
tinued and improved European and At-
lanti¢ ties remain vital to the security
and stability of Western Europe and of
the whole free world.

History notes—though General de
Gaulle seems to forget—that American,
British, and Canadian troops freed Eu-
rope of the Nazi yoke during World War
II. They have remained only to Insure
that Soviet power would not expand into
‘Western Europe. Now General de Gaulle,
ignoring the lessons of 20th century his-
tory, is daring them to leave while SBoviet
power remains arrayed in full force in the
heart of central Europe. The danger is
that he just might succeed. The British
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have taken a firm and long-awaited step
toward Europe, But there is surely a limit
%0 how many times the British people
will accept the humillation of being told
in the most arbitrary fashion that they
are unworthy. Americans, by their sacri-
fice and commitment in the past half-
century, have vowed a break with isola-
tionist policles. But Amerieans also may
tire of hearing the Gaullist line that they
have noroleto play in a European settle-
ment and that the burdens they have
carried and still bear on behalf of Eu-
rope are assumed only to preserve Ameri-
can influence in Europe. :

Just suppose, Mr. Speaker, that we ac-
cept Gieneral de Gaulle’s theory that So-
viet intentions in Europe are and will re-
main all sweetness and light for the fore-
seeable future. Does French foreign pol-
ley in Europe thereby take on s more
positive aspect? I think not. By loudly
vaunting the virtues of independence,
General de Gaulle has invited others to
follow suit. By berating West Germans
and other Europeans for their cloge tles
with the United States, he has fostered a
divisive tug-of-war between Atlantic and
European loyalties. By arrogantly assum-
ing that what is goad for France is good
for Europe, by scting as if the volce of De
Gaulle were the voice of Europs, he has
impeded that coordination of European
policies that he pretends to seek. By
headlong pursuit of close relations with
the Soviet Unfon, he has aroused fears
among Germans that some kind of tacit
alliance 1s being formed against them.

One may sympathize with General de
Caulle's ultimate vision of a technologi-
cally advanced, strong, reunited, and
peaceful Europe in the affairs of which
neither the Soviet Union nor the United
States has a dominant voice. But it is
bafling to contemplate the building of
such a Europe without Britain. And the
danger should be faced squarely that, by
impatiently foreing the pace of change,
General de Gaulle is sowing seeds of dis-
cord and distrust that could reap bitter
fruit indeed." “

But perhaps I am being too harsh, Mr.
Speaker. Perhaps there are some realms,
some areas of the world where we can
commend current French foreign policy.
International monetary cooperation, for
example? Or what about United Nations
preacekeeping, or the work of the Eight-
een Nation Disarmament Conference?
Latin America? The Middle East per-
haps, or Southeast Asia?

But what do we find but an empty
chair for France at ghe Eighteen Nation
Disarmament Conference in Geneva, still
another empty chair for France in
SEATO, and a still warm but empty chair
for France in the London Gold Pool. If
we look at the U.N., we find some unpaid
assessments for O.N, peacekeeping activi-
ties. In the Middle East we discover that
striet neutrality in word and deed really
means a blatantly opportunistic stance.
As in other areas of the world, General
de Gaulle has acted on the cynical as-
sumption that others would stand in the
breach if need be while France pursued
her own independent course of enlight-
ened self-interest.

As chalrman of the House Subcommit-
tee on Inter-American Affairs, I am, of

December ;

Course, especlally interested in
Hst Intrusion into our hemis
Latin America we can recall G
Gaulle’s much publicized 1964 -
ing which he predictably urg
Americans to seek their indepe
the power to the north. But ki
with his audiences was not ov
ing, and some leaders he visited
him for his friendly advise, M
nous, the French Government
only taken no steps to cut off e
such heavy equipment as eqr
machinery, trucks, and sugar-p
machinery to Castro’s Cuba, it

.provided government backing fc

to finance these exports. We .
conclude that the French Gover
either oblivious to the farflung .
of Castro’s guerrillas or looks n
vorebly on the mischief they ¢
the diversion of resourecs from
ment to counterinsurgency effo;

And what of Vietnam? Irony o
one of the first steps in the p
agony of Vietnam was taken in 1
De Gaulle’s provisional gov
moved t0 regain French control
china. But today the French
creating conditions that led fo ¢
ent U.S. commitment in Southe
Is forgotten. Somehow General ¢
finds it equitable to fulminate
so-called U8, aggression again:
Vietnam, while omitting any r
to Vietcong terrorism and the e
North Vietnamese regulars ir
Vietham. General de Gaulle hs
for the neutralization of Southe:
But, typically, he has not told ©
power Is going fo create the co
brerequisite fo neutralization, an
power is going to enforce that :

Mr. Speaker, the record I
viewed Is scarcely reassuring. ¥
haps most disturbing of all s
de Gaulle’s recently renewed at
the dollar, and what I can only
Canadian folly. I do not think 1
dollar iz going to fall under the
De Gaulle, or that the Canadian
tion 13 sbout to break up as a resu
siren song to French Canadians
both instances De Gaulle's polici
assumed a new dimension of ir
sibility; in both instances the I:
used to condemn America as a g
bower is more categorical than ey
in both instances there was and is
but real danger of unleashing
trollable forces that would in o
severely disrupt the world econm
in the other e¢ase bring trage
blocdshed to the peaceful and gr
tion that lies to our hiorth.

The spectacle of the French
staff, who Is ultrasensitive on t
Ject of the soverelgn independénc
own country, 'urging the French
dians to form an independent st:
join a worldwide French crusade
back Ameriean power is quite
preposterous. .

I might add, Mr. Speaker, tha
friends of France have ample re:
doubt whether De Gaulle has laic
foundation for stable democratic ¢
ment in France when he departs f1
scene. But most of them act on
sumption that this is a problem
French people to solve and in whi
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should seek to have no say, Needless to
sgy, the political problems of the sover-
eign state of Canada are ones for Cana-
dians to solve and in which the French
Government has no right to infervene.
Nor is France's own record of political
stability such as to warrant its president’s
gratuitously advising other nations re-
garding their governmental systems,
The same holds true, Mr, Speaker, for
the monetary and fiscal policies followed
by the United States and the measures
adopted to remedy the U.S. balance-of-
bayments situation] These policies are
certainly devised with an eye to their
international effects and are the subject
of discussion in appropriate intérnation-
al forums. But théy are not matters in
which General de Gaulle or his financial
officials have any right to intervene. Yet,
intervention is basically what they have
been up to for a number of years. The
French have refused to contemplate any
‘major overhaul of the international
monetary system until the U.S. deficit is
removed. They have systematically con-
verted their surplus dollars into gold to
the tune of over $2 billion worth being
moved not merely from ohe vault to an-
other in the Federal Reserve Bank of
New York but from New York to Paris.

What else is this but a bald attempt
fo pressure the U.8. Government into
supporting some antediluvian ideas on
the price of gold and the gold standard?
Simiiarly, what else:is the oft-repeated
charge that the United States is export-
Ing inflated dollars to Europe and fol-
lowing a deliberate policy of takeover in

“respect to Eurobean firms but an at-
tempt to get the Unilbed States to adopt
restrictive policles to alleviate what are
basically French and European prob-
lems. Dollars do not flow to areas where
they are not wanted and needed. If the
French Government wants to keep dol-
lars and U.8. firms out of Prance, it cer-
tainly has the means to do so. It would
surely not be inappropriate to suggest to
the present French Government that it
concentrate on its own problems before
it tries to put in order other people’s fis-
cal houses.

Mr. Speaker, I have tried to say what
hes weighed heavily on my mind without
rancor toward General de Gaulle. But it
s difficult not to feel resentment when
much of what is evil or disagreeable in
_the world is labeled of American origin
and when the differences that are normal
among friends and allies are purveyed
for world consumption in terms of 8ys~
tematic hostility. More important, how-
ever, art the points I made in my open-
ing remarks. I think that the time has
come to discuss fully and frankly the
dangers to the securlty of the free world
that lie on the solitary path along which
De Gaulle has chosen to lead the great
nation of France. I think that such a dis-
cussion would serve to clarify and firm
up our policies toward France in any
number of forums. Above all, I-think
that such a discussion would clear the alr
of illusions that, if we somehow reformed
our ways, according to General de
Gaulle’s edicts, he would reform his,

Mr. RIVERS. Mr, Speaker, will the
gentleman yleld?
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Mr. SELDEN. I am happy to yield to
the gentleman from South Carolina. the
chairman of the Armed Services Com-
mittee. - ’

Mr, RIVERS. Mr, Speaker, I thank the
gentléman for yielding. : :

I want to congratulate the distin-
guished gentleman from Alabama for a
masterful ¥ompilation of facts and of

‘logic against that man De Gaulle. Gen-

eral de Gaulle is the most ungrateful
man since Judas Iscariot betrayed his
Christ 2,000 years ago.

Mr. Speaker, I have proposed to the
Armed Services Committee that we
seriously bring to the attention of the
House of Representatives that every
single American soldier interred in that
great ungrateful scil of France be
brought home regardless of the cost. The
Secretary of Defense has opposed this. I
believe we should do this, and then let
those gaping holes be a constant re-
minder to that nation—a nation whom
we have snatched from the jaws of
disaster in two World Wars—that they
are no longer our friends, but our
enemies,

This man De Gaulle is not our ally.
He has declared war on this country. It
is time we should declare war on him.
‘The best way to do it, Mr. Speaker, is to
hit him in his pocketbook and deny him
this gold.

Moreover, Mr, Speaker, we should con-
sider selling our wheat in the world mar-
ket and in Europe below their cost. That
is & way to bring this man De Gauile to
his knees. .

Mr. Speaker, this man De Gaulle has
gone to Vietnam and fought this
country. )

The gentleman in the well, Mr, SELDEN,
1s performing a great service. We should
no longer turn our cheek to this man De
Gaulle. There is an old saying back home
where I come from, Mr, Speaker, that
“there is no education in the second kick
from a mule.” This man De Gaulle has
kicked us too many times, Mr, Spesgker,
and it is time for this Nation to start
kicking back. S

" Again I thank the gentleman ‘for
yvielding.

Mr. SELDEN. I thank my colleague
the distinguished chairman of the Armed
Services Committee, who is always force-
ful and to the point. :

Mr. GROSS. Mr. Speaker, will the gen-
tleman yield?

Mr. SELDEN. I yield to the gentleman
from Iowa.

Mr. GROSS, Mr. Speaker, I thagk the.

gentleman for yielding, LR

I carry no torch for President de
Gaulle of France, but let me say that he
does what he conceives to be in the best
interests of France. I have wished many,
many times that we in the United States
had a head of the government who puat
the interests of the United States be-
fore those of some foreign governments,

I would further say to the gentleman
from Alabama that, while we are dis-
cussing De Gaulle, we might well turn
our attention to the perfidious British,

It has been sugeested that this coun-
try declare a form of financial and
economic war upon France. I say that we
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should take the same punitive action
against the Btitish. I do not know that
France is running ships into Haiphong
with supplies for the Communist North
Vietnamese. I see no long line of ships
from France in any of the listings out
of the Defense Department or any other
agency of this government indicating
that the French are sending their ships
Into Haiphong. S0 I say that, while we
are castigating the President of France,
let us at the same time say to the British
“Pay up your debts to this country.” As
long as the British continue to supply
our enemies, let us wage economic and
financial warfare evenhandedly and
across the board.

Mr. SELDEN. While I do not condone
British trade either with Vietnam or
Cuba, I might say to the gentleman from
Iowa that the French Government has
taken no steps to cut off exports of heavy
equipment such as earth-moving ma-
chinery, trucks _and sugar-producing
machirery, to Castro’s Cuba. As a mat-
ter of fact, the French Government hasg
evén provided government backing for
credit to finance these exports,

Mr. GROSS, Neither have the British
cut off trade with Cuba.

Mr, SELDEN, Yes, the British also are
still trading with Cuba,

Mr, GROSS. Yes.

" Mr. SELDEN. Which I do not condone.

Mr. GROBS. I thank the gentleman
for yielding, _

Mr. PUCINSKI. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. SELDEN. I yield to the gentleman
from Ilinois. .

Mr. PUCINSKI. I want to congratu-
late the distinguished gentleman from
Alabama for this very, very important
speech he has delivered here today and
for the great service he has rendered not
only to the United States but also to the
cause of freedom throughout the world.

I agree with the gentlemar that it is
high time those of us in responsible posi- |
tions in this Government ought to fake
public notice of the scandalous behavior
of General de Gaulle.

In this Member's judgment, the last
press conference he held clearly indi-
cated to this Member that De Gaulle is a
sick man. His attacks on the United
States, his attacks on England, his at-
tacks on Canada, his attacks on the ef-
Torts of England to become a member of
the Common Market, his anti-Semitic
outbursts all indicate that here is a man
who has lost all sense of perspective and
all sense of judgment.

He may think he can walk c¢n water,
but I do not think he ean. I do not be-
Heve many other people think he can.

He may think he is indestructible, but
I do not think he is Indestructible,

A sad part of this whole era of De
Gaulle’s present drive to destroy the
unity of the free world and his great
threat to freedom, as the gentleman in
the well quite properly pointed out,
could be understood, perhaps, if he alone
were doing these things, but the sad part
of this whole episode is the ineffective
opposition of responsible leaders of
France, by sitting back idly and almost
cowering under his irresponsible be-
havior.
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While I do not want to Inject myself
into French politics as an American,
among those who have contributed a
great deal to the survival of France—a
nation that was almost totally wiped off
the map of the earth and could have
been—this country and the American
pecple made great sacrifices to preserve
French independence, and it would seem
to me fhat the French people, the French
Parliament, the French press, have a
responsibility. They cannot hide behind
the towering De Gaulle and say, “We are
heipless.” They have the wherewithal to
marshal the public opinion of the
French Republic to show this demagog
that he cannot get away with this in-
definitely.,

Where is the voice of the French peo-
ple? Where is the voice of the French
press? Where is the voice of the French
Parlisment? Where is the voice of the
other leading spokesmen of France?

I say it 1s nof enough for us just to
stand here and say that De Gaulle i a
sick man as we watch him on his reckless
course to break up the unity of the free
world.

I hope the French people are going to
recognize the fact that, as one Member
of this Chamber, I hold them just as re-
sponsible as this irresponsible leader of
their country. If they want to take thelir
place in the family of free and demo-
cratic nations then they as citizens have
to assume the responsibility of making
sure that De Gaulle realizes his nation is
not behind him In t.hls irresponsible
course.

I might say t.ha.t. there is a flicker of
hope, and perhaps a redeeming factor. I
saw & report the other day which indi-
cated public oplnion polls are now begin-
ning to reflect the disillusionment and
complete contempt of a growing number
of Prenchmen for this self-styled savior
of the world. I hope that opportunity
grows, and I hope that this man sooner
than later is going to be isolated in his
reckless mania to try to restructure the
world into a pattern of his own grandiose
thinking.

It is my hope that the message Mie
gentleman delivered on this floor
is going to reach the French peopl

to be the final arbiters of his irresy
sible conduct. I congratulate my
league for the great contribution he
meade today.

Mr. WOLFF. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr, SELDEN. I yield to the gentleman
from New York.

Mr. WOLFF. Mr, Speaker, I want g
congratulate the gentleman for a mas-
terful exposition of the facts on our De

~

Gaaulle problem. For a while some people -

sald I was conducting a one-man war
against De Gaulle. I am happy that I am
no longer a “lone wolf.”

Mr. FINDLEY, Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yleld?

Mr. SELDEN. I am glad to yield to the
gentleman from Illincis.

Mr. FINDLEY, I thank the gentleman
for yielding and congratulate my col-
league for bringing thls important topic
to the attention of this body. I find much
with which to agree in the comments
that he made. However, I have two ques-

-
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tlons, Is it really unnatural for any proud
nation such as France to seek to have its
own means of defense; namely, nuclear
weapons? I raise that question in the
light of the long-standing U.S. policy
which has net only looked with disfavor
upon the development of nuclear forces
by France but which has actively resisted
this development. That is my first ques-
tion. I have a second question. The gen-
tleman mentloned the close relationship
between France and the Soviet Union.
This second question that I seek to ralse
has to do with the relationship of the
French and the Soviet Union, which I
deplore greatly. However; I wonder if it
is really unnatural to see this develop-
ment in the light of the long-standing
U.S. effort to work out a treaty with the
Soviet Union to prevent the spread of nu-
clear weapons to any other nation which,
in the eyes of Frenchimen, could well be
directed against French interests. Here
we are seeking a very intimate relation-
ship with the Soviet Union which is ess
sentially a billateral deal. I am sure the
gentleman from Alabama will agree with
me that this will naturally cause some
concern on the part of an ally like
France,

Mr. SELDEN. I will. be happy to re-
spond to the gentleman, If he heard my
entire statement, he knows that I made
no criticism of French efforts to have
a separate nuclear force. I did criticize
them for being part of an alliance while,
at the same time, doing a great deal to
obstruct the alliance to which they are a
party.

As far as preventing the spread of nu-
clear weapons is concerned, both the
United States and Russla are anxious for
France to be a party to any agreement
that can be worked out, As a matter of
fact, there is a chalr provided for France
at the Eighteen Naflon Disarmament
Conference in Geneva which France has
chosen to leave vacant.

Mr, FINDLEY Iagreeandltha.nkthe

CONGRESSMAN /CHAMBERLAIN
URGES CLOSING MEKONG RIVER
TO S8TOP CAMEBODIAN “BACK-~
DOOR"” AID TO VIETCONG

The SPEAKER pro tempore (M

[Mr CHA]IBERLAIN] is reoogn.lzed for 30
minutes.

(Mr. CHAMBERLAIN asked and was
given permission to include extraneous

matter and tables.)

Mr. CHAMBERLATN, M!( Bpeaker, as
one who has been deeply concerned for
some time about the role of Cambodia
in the struggle in Vietnam, I have been
following very closely the barrage of re-
cent press reports detalling varlous ways
in which this self-proclaimed neutral
country serves as a sanctuary and a
*back door” source of supply for Commiu-
nist troops.

These revelations serve only to con-
firm once again what has appeared both
in public as well as classified intelligence
reports for the past 2 vears or more and
have prompted my efforts to endeavor to
focus attention on this very serious prob-
Iem. It is my hope that this new, wide-
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spread interest in the press will now leac
the administration to take more effec-
tive action to find some means to stoy
this aid and comfort to our enemy whict
is substantially helping to prolong the
WAar.

Immediately upon my return fronm
serving on a special House Armed Serv-
ices Committee asslgnment to Vietnan
in the spring of 1866, I expressed my
conviction that something must be done
to prod Cambodia to live up to its policy
of “strict neutrality.” On May 4, 1966
in remarks in the House citing repor
after report of the nature and exten:
of the use of Cambodia by Vietcong anc
North Vietnamese units, I specificall;
urged that steps be taken to insure tha:
ships entering South Vietnam from the
South China Sea and following the
course of the Mekong River as it mean-
ders through the delta area to the Cam-
bodian capital port city of Phnom Penl
did not carry goods destined to be of hely
in any way to the enemies of Soutl
Vietnam. It was inconceivable to me tha:
this busy avenue of commerce righ
through the South Vietnam'’s “rice bow
of the world” could in effect be toler
ated as an artery of supply for the Viet-
cong just as the Ho Chl Minh trail i
used in the north,

Despite persistent reports to the con-
trary, I was repeatedly assured by th
State Department as late as Novembe:
15, 1966, that the problem really was no:
a serious one and that everything tha:
could and needed to be done to contro

- this traffic was being dohe: Only 13 day:

later, on November 28, 1966, it was an-
nounced in Saigon that in order to sto;
the smugeling of guns and ammunitio
to the Vietcong, South Vietnamese gun-
boats were being deployed to escort al
foreign ships traveling the Mekong Rive:
to reach Cambadia. Although this actio
was belated, 1t was an ehcouraging ste
for it admitted the existence of the prob-
lem that had theretofore been denied.

Still- unanswered, however, was the
question of doing something about th
other forms of this “back door” aid. Con-
sequently, I have continued to urge tha
e Mekong River be closed until suct
ime as the Cambodian Chief of State
ce Sihanouk, lives up to his e¢laim o
“strict neutrality.” A substantial part o
Cambodia’s seaborne trade travels th:
Mekong. During 1865 a total of 410 ship:
used this route. In 1966 such arrivals a
Phnom Penh numbered 309 and throug!
the first 8 months of 1967 the figun:
stands at 210. The very volume of thi
traffic suggests its fmportance to Cam
bodia.

Closing the Mekong would undoubtedl:
put strong pressure on the Cambodia:
economy which, In view of its involve
ment in supplying large quantities of ricf
among other things, to the Vietcong, !
where persuasive action is particularl
needed. Such a move, I believe, would b
fully within the provisions of the treat:
governing this international waterway
which provides that riparian states ma:
take unilateral action to insure that rive

trafic does not threaten their general se
curity. The open hostility of Cambodi:
toward the Salgon government would i
itself justify such action.

Last June, Prince Sihanouk announce:
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Cambodla’s decjslon to recognize the
National Liberation Front as the “zole
and genuine representative of the South
Vietnamese people in their herole strug-
ele against the U.8. Invaders and their
lackey;” that is, until such time as the
North Vietnamese had succeeded in unit-
ing the couniry under Hanoi’s control.
A correspondent for the Washington
Evening Star reported last week that:

The diplomatic missiong of North Vietnam
and the Viet Cong conceal machines for prop-
aganda and infiltration aimed at turning
Cambod_ia into a “third front” from which
to fight the United States and Salgon gov-
ernment in South Vietnam.

Under these circumstances, there can
be no serious question about the legality
of closing the Mekong.

Nonetheless, it is apparently the policy
of the State Department to do nothing
because of the possibility of offending
Sihanouk, on the assumption presumahly
that our Inaction will somehow prompt
him someday to return to the fold of the
free world.

I seriously. question, however, that it
is wise to base our approach to this prob-
lem on this tenuous ‘‘prodigal son” as-
sumption, It is frequently theorized that
Sihanouk really may not know the ex-
tent to which his country 1s being used
by the Vietcong. While, of course, he
may not know where each and every VC
encampment is, no knowledgeable person
could possibly conclude that Sihanouk is
as politically naive as some would have
us believe. Based on such speculations
our policy has not succeeded in changing
the situation for the better in the last
2 years. No doubt Cambodia is faced by
many difficulties, but so is South Viet-
nam. An allegedly neutral nation, which,
through either acts of omission or com-
misslon, threatens the security of its
neighbor should nonetheless be brought
to account. Since January 1, 1966, over
13,000 Americans have been killed by an

enemy which derives great and Increas-.

ing advantages from Cambodian re-
sources. In one battle alone recently at
Dak To in which Communist troops en-
tering South Vietnam from Cambodia
were involved, the cost was 287 U.S. dead
and 1,000 wounded. To anyone who con-
tinues to question the use of Cambodia
by the enemy, I would simply cite a few
of the many recent stories about the
nature and extent of this backdoor aid.
For instance Time magdzine in its De-
cember 1, 1967, issue states in part:

The Communists have dotted Cambodia’s
600-mile frontier along South Viet Nam with
dozens of jfungle encampments, of which at
least five are classified by U.S. intelligence as
mafor bases (see map). The network, which
stretches from the marshlands of the Me-
kong Delta into the bloodied hills of the
Central Highlands, is believed to support six
regiments of North Viethamese regulars as
wzll as innumerable Viet Cong guerrillas—
2 total of up to 20,000 men who are kept
busy ralding and reconnoitering along the
border. A key base is tucked away in Cam-
hadia’s "Parrott’s Beak,” just 40 miles west
-{ Saigon, which also harbors one of the
ssveral Jungle hospitals established by the
Cammunists.

Sihanouk Trail. According to the detailed
nicture that emerges from boxloads of in-
telligence reports In Saigon, the camps are
used as tralning centers, supply storehouses
and marshaling points for such large-scale
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Communist{ operations as last months at-
tacks on Loc Ninh, which lies directly across
from the two major bases, and the fighting
at Dak To, which faces another base at the
intersection with Laos.

Most of the heavy military aguipment for

the Communist troops contlnues to come,

down the pipeline from the North through
Laos, but the Communists manage to i1l
most of their food and clothing needs within
Cambodia itself. Under a procurement system
involving the Chinese embassy in Pnompenh,
the Communists buy up to 100,000 tons of
Cambodian rice a year. Until the Cambodlan
army cut itself into the lucrative trade re-
cently in order to ralse money for 8tha-
nouk’s pet welfare programs, it was handled
almost exclusively by Cambodia’s colony of
Chinese merchants. .

Assoclated Press reporters George
McArthur and Horst Faas in a story ap-
pearing in the Washington Evening Star,
November 20, fell that:

A Vietcong camp showing signs of recent
use was found on the horder opposite War
Zone C abouf 70 miles northwest of Sal-
gon, It had been used for several months and
could have been a staging area for Loc Ninh
Battle only 9 miles away earlier this month,

Willlam Beecher, writing in the New
York Times of November 24, 1967, re-
lates that: ’

United States officials agree that while
some rice is acquired by enemy troops in
South Vietham and a little 1s brought from
North Vietnam, a subgtantial quantity is pur-
chased in Cambodia for the use of North
Vietnamese and Viet Cong units. There are
intelligence reports that large supplles of rice
are brought in Phnom Penh, the Cambodian
Capital, and moved by Cambodian Army
trucks toward the Viethamese border.

Donald Kirk in a dispatch from Phnom
Penh appearing in the Washington Eve-
ning Star, November 24, states:

Highly informed sources here report the
fishing village Ream on Cambodia’s southern
coast 15 the point at which arms are landed
for shipment through Cambodia to Commu-
nist forces in South Vietnam,

In the December 11, 1967, issue of U.S.
News & World Report, in- an article en-
titled “Cambodla—Growing  Base for
Vietnam Reds” it is said: ’

Americans and South Vietnamese killed
and wounded 1n recent costly battles at Dak
To and Loc Ninh had in effect, béen fighting
under & tight leash, The reason: Communists
used Dbases Inside “‘neutral” Cambodia to
build up their forces for those battles, U.8.
planes and artillery were banned from at-
tacking the build-up points, -

When the tide of fighting turned against
the Reds, they fled back to ““safe sanctuaries™
in Cambodia, Once across the border the
Communist forces were immune from su-
perior American flrepower.

And a few parmgraphs later in the
same article:

The Dak To campaign is just one example
of how the Reds use the Cambodian “sanc-
tuary” for immediate tactical advantage, It
has other Important uses as well. Rice grown
in Cambodia ende up in the hands of Viet
Cong and North Vietnamese units. The Cam-
bodian Government openly sold 30,000 tons
to the Viet Cong in 1966. Communist agents
were able to buy at least that much, per-
haps far more, on the open market.

Mr. Speaker, the problem of Cambodia
is getting worse, not better. Our policy,
for far too long, has danced to Sihanouk’s
tune, only to have him move closer and

closer in support of the enemies of South

Vietnam.
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It may well be that the Cambodian
Army, even If it wanted {0, would be in-
capable of adequately policing its own
borders. Even so, it 1s my view that a
great deal! more could be done, than is
now being done, The U.S. proposal to fi-
nance a more extensive and effective sur-
veillance of the Cambodia-Scuth Viet-
namese horder and Cambodia's ports is,
of course, desirable, but the composition
of the International Control Commission
makes it most doubtful that any such
plans are likely to be implemented.

The enemy has carried the war into
Cambodia. It has done so with Si-
hanouk’s political and material support.
Unhesitatingly he expresses “total soli-
darity” with the Vietcong and has re-
peatedly acknowledged aiding the Viet
Minh and the Vietcong. Recently he is
quoted as saying: :

‘We have made a verbal agreement with the
Viet Cong concerning trade, The Viet Cong
buy our rice, medicines and other goods and
pay with dollars.

Only a few days sgo Sthanouk is re-
ported to have written the National Lib-
eration Front Ambassador to Cambodia -
urging that “our brotherly solidarity
must be further strengthened without
interruption.”

Mr. Speaker, it is clear beyond all rea-
sonable doubt that Cambodia has given,
and continues to give, substantial help to
the Vietcong. No knowledgeable military
official with whom I have talked, either
while in Vietnam some 18 months ago or
since, has expressed any doubt about it.
Why then, I ask, do we not urge the
Saigon Government to close the Mekong
River at the Cambodian border? Since
January 1965, South Vietnam has, in
fact, refused to permit Communist-flag
ships, or vessels coming from Communist
ports, or carrying Communist goods, ac-
cess to the Mekong and I hasten to point
out that this action created no particular
international difficulties, a fact which
should conclusively answer the argu-
ment that South Vietnam has no legal
basis for actions to control the use of the
Mekong River within its boundaries.
With the Cambodian economy making .
such a vital contribution to the Vietcong
and the enemies of South Vietnam, why
should South Vietnam continue to per-
mit Cambodia-bound ships to sail some
150 miles right through its sovereign ter-
ritory, and in addition require the diver-
sion of its limited naval resources to pro-
vide escorts for this traflic to insure no
contraband 1is discharged on the way.

It is currently reported that U.S. mili-
tary . commanders are recommending
that Cambodia’s other major seaport,
Sihancukville on the Guif of Thailand,

* be quarantined to stop the flow of Com-

munist weapons and ammunition to the
Vietcong; and that a “hot pursuit” policy
be adopted to allow them to cross the
Cambodian border and destroy the
enemy bases. These hard declsions may
well have to be made. However, I would
respectfully suggest that consideration
first be given to closing the Mekong River
to all Cambodian traffic. This can be ac-
complished quickly and easily without
any loss of life and without any great
risk of confrontation- with any other
power. Our message to Sihanouk would
be received loud and clear. Furthermore,
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this action would immediately choke
Cambodia’s only other major seaport
with vessels diverted from the Mekong
thereby compelling the Cambodian Gov-
ernment to utilize its hard pressed port
facilities for goods needed purely. for
legitimate domestic purposes. In sum, I
belleve the ultimate resuit should help
immeasurably in the achievement of our
objective to dry up Cambodia as a source
of supply to the enemy, but without di-
rect military action.

Our failure to insist that Sthanouk
maintain & policy of genuine neutrality,
has created conditions that have the
grave potentlal of intensifying the war.
The chances of a major expansion of the

. confilet into Cambodia have in fact in-
creased, not decreased. This trend of
events must be reversed. To delay action

ported that he

—
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further only invites an even greater
problem in the future. Sihanouk must be
shown that his one-eyed neutralism will
not be tolerated. To continue to base our
policy on the siim hope that someday
gsihanouk will decide that the Vietcong
will lose the war, )5 self-defeating. We
have failed to make it in Sihanouk’s in-
terest to stop aiding the enemy. I suggest
again that the loss of this fmportant out-
let to the sea would be an appropriate
and a wholly justified means for encour-
aging Bihanouk fo establish a policy of
sstriet neutrality.”

Mr. Speaker, we have recently had
some encouraging reports from General
Westmoreland about the Drogress of the
confiilif. However, it has been widely re-
has expressed deep con-
cern over the problem of Cambodla. It is
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apparent that our efforts to curb the
flow of supplies from North Vietnam
have forced the enemy to look more and
more to Cambodia. While this war is gif-
ferent in many respects from-any we
have fought in the past, it is the same in
at least one basic element. That is, with-
out supplies, the enemy cannot continue
o carry on the struggle. It is abundantly
clear thet if this war is to be shortened,
this back-door aid to the enemy must be
stopped. It is time our policy faced up to
this fact and produced results.

.Mr. Speaker, at this point in the Rec-
orp I insert o table showing the level of
free world shipping to Cambodia,
through the first 8 months of 1867, ac-
cording to Department of Defense in-
formatlon, together with several recent
press accounts concerning Cambodia:

Jap-
anese

Panama- United  French

nian  Kiegdom !

Cyprus

Singe~ Nether-  1ndo- Spanish Norwegian Greek
poie fands 2 nesia

india Libe-

rian

Switzer-  Den- Italy Total
land mark

PHNOM PENH

wnan

Total.co—o-- .-
SIHANOUKVILLE

1 British. 1 Dutch.

[From Time magazine, Dec. 1, 186€7]
CAMEODIA: BUILDUP ON THE BORDER

Confronted by persistent allled military
pressure, North Vietnamese infiltrators are
finding their ¢ld south-bound routes to be
jncreasingly hazardous traveling. The DMZ
and the South China Sea coast have been
virtually sealed off, and the Ho Chi Minh
Trail’s Laotian branch is bheing’ gteadily
pounded from the alr, That leaves only Cam-
bodia a8 a relatively bomhb-free route into
South Viet Ndm. This kind of end run is
hardly new to the Communists, who have
often used Prince Norodom Sihanouk’s neu.
tral kingdom as a gateway and a sanctuary.
But the rising intensity of the war iz caus-
ing them to use Cambodia more and more
as a launching pad and supply depot.

The Communists have dotted Cambodia’s
600-mile frontler along South Viet Nam with
dozens-of jungle encampments, of which at
least five are classified by U.S. intelligence
as major bases (see map}. The network,
whichi strétches from the marshlands of the
Mekong Delta into the bloodied hills of the
Central Highlands, is believed to support six
regiments of North Vietnamese regulals &8
well as innumerable Viet Cong guerrilias—
a total of up to 20,000 men who are kept
busy raiding and reconnoitering along the
border. A key base 1s tucked away in Cam-
bodia’s “Parrot’s Beak,” just 40 miles west
of Saigon, which also harbors one of the
several jungle hospitals established by the
Communists,

ETHANOUK TRAIL

According to the detailed plcture that
emerges from boxloads of Intelligence re-
ports n Saigon, the camps are used as train-
ing centers, supply storehouses and mar-
shaling points for such large-scale Commu-
nist operations as last month's attacks on
Loc  Ninh, which lies directly across from
two major bases, and the fighting at Dak
To, which faces another base at the inter-
section with Laos, . ‘

- Moat of the heavy military equipment for
the Communist troops continues to come
down the pipeline from the Horth through
Laos, but the Communlsts manage to fill
much of thelr food and clothing needs within
Cambodis itself. Under a procurement sys-
tem involving the Chinese embassy in
Pnompenh, the Communists buy up to
100,000 tons of Cambodian rice & year. Until
the Cambodian srmy cut Iltself into the
lucrative trade recently in ofder to ralse
money for Sihanouk’s pet welfare programs,
it was handled almost exclusively by Cam-
bodia’s colony of Chinese merchants.

DELICATE BALANCING

Other food, medicines and soft goods arrive
by ship from North Viet Nam and China at
sSihanoukville, Cambeodia’s pulet on the Gulf
of Thalland. They are then trucked over
the U.S.-built Frlendship Highway to
Pnompenh and sent to the border bases
along routes that the American military has
named the Sihanouk Trail Occastonally,
v.C. guerrillas buy surplus Chinese small

arms from local Cambodian commanders,
but this is strictly local enterprise by Sih-
anouk’s low-pald officers.

On his recent visit to the UB. General
William Westmotreland expressed concern
ahd anger at this enemy buildup just be-
yond the reach of his troops, There has even
been some talk among the military of &
Cuba-type “guarantine” of Sihanoukville.
But the ldea hardly pleases U.8. diplomats.
However annoying they find Silhanouk's
warm embrace of Hanol's cause, they rec-
ognize that he s engaged in & delicgte bal-
ancing act to keep his country out of the
Commiunist grip. Even if he fuily apprecl-
ated the magnitude of the infiliration—as
he does not seem to-—and were determined
to kick the Communists ous, his 30,000-mnan
army could hardly cope with the North Viet-
namese regulars.

U.5. officials hope that Sthanouk’s neu-
trality may gradually become a little less
Red-tinged. Occasionally they are encouraged
by such actlons as Sihanouk's recent forceful
response to Peking's propagandizing in Cam-
bodia; he closed down Red-1lining newspapers
and threatened to recall his ambassador. But
Sthanouk has a way of disslpating good will
quickly. Recently he has beenn mixing par-
ticularly virulent attacks on the US. (“neo-
colonlalist aggressor”) with deniats that the
Communists are using Cambodia-as & sanc-
tuary. Last week, angered by the discovery
of a Communist camp site inside Cambodia
by three American newsman (Time, Nov. 24),
Sihancuk declared that henceforth his bor-
ders would be sealed to all U.S, journalists.
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[From the Washington Post, Nov. 20, 1967]
Camr 1v CAMBODIA LINKED To VIETCONG
(By George McArthur and Horst Faas)

ON THE CAMEBODIAN BORDER, November 19.—
The carefully camouflaged Vietcong camp was
hidden beneath lush jungle about four miles
inside neutral Cambodia,.

The signs were unmistakable, despite Cam-
bodian denials, that countless numbers of
men and tons of supplies had crossed this
Jungle site and gone on to the war in South
Vietnam,

The camp’s occupants, probably several
hundred men from a major headquarters
command group, had left but days before.
Some had been in the area the previous nighs,
as shown by fresh footprints after a heavy
rain. One soldler had left a mosquito net, stiil
rigged over a hammaock.

From the camp and stretching toward the
unmarited frontier with Vietnam wes a heav-
i1y traveled military road. Monsoon rains had
turned stretches of it Into a bog. Engineers
had laid down a covering of neatly trimmed
logs capable of supporting heavy trucks.
Tracks indicated many had passed that WAY.

The road crossed the border barely nine
miles from the South Vietmamese town of
Locninh, scene of a bitter battle this month,
American commanders said the enemy ¢hose
this battlefield because of its nearness to the
sanctuary of the border—sa sanctuary denied
by Cambodia's neutralist ruler, Prince Noro-
dom Sihanouk. The Prince has recently quai-
fied his posltion by saying his 34,000-man
army could not possibly seal the 500-mile
border,

Sibancuk has been informed of our discov-
ery of the camp. His reactlon has not been
disclosed.

INVESTIGATION PROMISED

But Premier Son Sann sald a Cambodlan
Investigation will be made.

“It is impossible that the camp was used
for any long period of time,” the Premier sald.
"It was not a sanctuary.”

He acknowledged that there had been some
croseings of the frontler by Communist
forces, but he sald his government has always
demanded withdrawal as soon as intrusions
were discovered,

[UPL correspondent Ray F. Herndon, who
was also among those who visited the camp,
reported .that he had “the distinct impres-
sion™ that the Cambodian government did
not know such a camp existed.}

Reporters visited the frontler at the in-
vitation of Prince Sihanouk, who offered
military escorts and ordered provineial offi-
clals to cooperate with Western newsmen,

AREA PINPOINTED

When we drove to the dlstrict capital of
Mimot, about 15 miles from the frontier, and
pointed out precigely where we wanted to go,
no difficulties were raised.

The site we asked to vislt, chosen on the
basis of Information trom qualified sources,
was 8 thin track branching off  National
Route 7 and barely shown even on detailed
maps. From the paved highway which parel-
lels the border north of War Zone G, the
track was hardly noticeable, the entrance
shrouded by trees.

On each side were sighs warning against
smoking, forest fires or the unauthorized cut~
ting of titnber. Walking down the twisting
trail, there was nothing out of the ordinary
save the unususl number of tire and ecart
tracks on a small dirt road that ostensibly led
nowhere.

ROAD DISCOVERED

Then, a few hundred yards into the woods,
the corduroy road of logs burst into view. To
onoe side was a small camouflaged clearing
surrounded by a dralnage ditch,

The small military escort was embarrassed.
A young lieutenant sald perhaps the road
was used by timberthleves. Another sug-
_gested it was built by the forestry depart-
ment.
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We asked to come back the hext day, with
a bigger military escort to go deeper into the
Jungle. The major in charge of our escort
agreed, bui his earlier friendliness was gone.
Prince Slsawath, a cousin of Prince Norodom
who was along, remarked somewhat bitterly:
"I suppose you will write about the Sihanouk
trail.” .

Next morning, when we started back to
the jungle, the Prince was absent but there
was & Tull escort including an army truck
with a 20-mm cannon. This, 1t was explained
was to protect us from possible attack by in-
truding American planes.

TRAIL TO CAMPEITE

Back in the jungle, a little path off the
corduroy road led within half a mile to the
Vietcong campsite. There was no mistaking
the neat military order, the shelter, the little
bamboo desks and tables,

Everything was camouflaged. Some shel-
ters contained pens used by the Vietcong to
keep plgs or chickens, Many bits of evidence,
even & page from the camp’s supply depart-
ment, were found. A North Viethamese medi-
cal supply bag had slzo been left behind,

Anyone who has Been simllar camps I1n
Vietnam itself could be certain this was a
guerrilla camp, Its locatlon Iindicates that
tue Vietcong regularly uses Cambodian
Route 7, which runs east from the capital of
Phnom Penh and roughly parallels the South
Vietnamese bhorder for about 40 miles above
War Zone C, where much of the fighting In
Vietnam has taken place in the past year.

One such camp, of course, {oes not prove
the American contention that the Vietcong
systematically violate the Cambodian fron-
tier and use Cambodlan territory as a sanc-
tuary,

The Americans say, however, thai such
camps are numercus along the northern half
of the 500-mile Cambodian-Vietnamese
frontier.

{From the Evening Star, Nov. 20, I1887]
REp CaMmp 3SrTe IN CAMBODIA CONTRADICTS
RoOYAL DENIALS

{By George McArthur and Horst Faas)
PHNOM PENH, CaMBODIA—The discovery

.of a Viet Cong camp site four miles inside

Cambodia has angered Prince Norodom 8i-
hanouk and ralsed doubts about hia past
denials that Vietnamese Communist forces
were glven sanctuary In his country.

Cambedia’s ruling prinde reportedly re-
gards the discovery by Ameri newsmen
ns a fabrication and part of & campaign
against him by the U.S. press.

The Viet Cong camp, showing signs of
receiit use, was found on the border op-
posite War Zone C, about 70 miles northwest
of Salgon. It had been used for several
montha and could have been a staging area

‘for the Loc Ninh battle, only nine miles

away, earller this month,
The prince, who contends _the United
States 1s the aggreseor in Vietnam, reported-

"1y told Intimates the reporty of the camp

were part of a campaign Inspired by the U.8,
Command in Saigon to justify mjlltnrs:()pera-
tions against Cambodia. :
RECORDS DISCOVERED
Evidence of Viet Cong occupancy found
in the camp included military records written

‘in Vietnamese, North Vietnamese medical

supplies and similar items. Dated scraps of
paper Indicated the camp had been used
for several months dating back to last Feb-
ruary. -

There were unmistakable signs that sev-
eral hundred men, probably from a major
headquarters command group, had used the
ceap. Occupants had left only a few days
before.

From the camp & heavily traveled road
went through the dense jungle to the
frontier, crossing 1t nine miles from Loe
Ninh. Logs had been put down to counteract
iho monsoon mud. Tracks indicated many
heavy tiucks had used it,
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One embarrassed young lleutenant escorte
ing the reporters eald perhaps the road was

used by timber thieves. Another suggested
1t was built by the farestry department.

BELIEVED IN GOOD FAITH

Reporters visited the frontier at the in.
vitatlon of Sihancuk, Diplomats in Phnom
Penh felt that despite his stated sym-
pathles with the Viet Cong he did not be-
lieve the Communists were seriously using
Cambodian territory as a staging area.

The prince did not qualify his invitation
to the frontler. He offered military escorts
and ordered provincial officials to cooperate
with Western newsmen. They did.

When reporters drove to the district capltal
of Mimot, about 15 miles from the Viet~
namese frohtler, and polnted out brecisely
where they wanted to po, no difficulttes were
ralsed,

The district administrator, Oung” Hong
Cheng Hor, an affable 3p-year-old career
clvil servant, laughed and said nothing
would be found.

CHARGES OFTEN MADE

American officers have charged for years
that the Viet Cong and the North Vietnamese
use Cambodia as a sanctuary when the going
gets too rough for them.

American suthorities in Vietnam have pin-
pointed at least 20 permanent camp sites,
many of them in s five-mile area adjoining
the border where the Cambodian army does
not patrol and has no significant posts. -

Competent suthorities say the Viet Cong
operate just as elandestinely in Camhbodia as
they do in Vietnam. They zelect areas where
they are unlikely to meet Cambodian
soldlers, particularly the wvirtnally unin-
hablted northenst where Cambodia, Laos and
Vietnam c¢ome together,

BOEDER SITE REPORTED

Impattial forelgn sources in Phnom Penh
have knowledge of Viet Cong forces In Cam-
bodla. Many contend the number is far
greater than anything suspected by Prince
Sihanouk. .

A fenced, well-guarded, maximum securlty
camp s reported to have been installed long
ago along the border in Mondulkiri Province
opposite the lower reaches af the Vietnamese
highlands.

Other bivouac and transit areas are re-
ported in Mondulkiri and adjourning Rat-
nakirl provinces. A 400-bed hospital has been

- reported near the district town of Mimot, in

Eampong Cham Province,

Sources in Phnom Perh who asked not to
be identifled also gave this Information: .
Along the border of Kampong Cham Prov-
ince, where rubber plantations are frequent,
about 20 percent of the workers are of Viet-
namese origin and many are members of the
Viet Cong. Workers disappear for several

days and plantation meanagers suspect they

duck. across the horder for short operations.

Some competent suthorities in Phnom
Fenh contend that Sihanoak does not know
the extent to which his territory is being
used by the Viet Cong.

Others say the prinece has intentionally
ignored Viet Cong activity, particalarly in
the jungled northern provinces where his
government has little control anyway. -

In the southern provinces bordering Viet-
nam on the Mekong Delta, his orders to stop
Viet Cong infiltrators have been relctively
effective.

[From the Evening Star, Nov. 20, 1967]
U.S. PLANES FEARED—CAMBODIANS PATROL
BORDER WITH CAUTION
(By Donald Kirk)

Route 19, Near THE CAMEBODIAN-SOUTH
VIETNAM FrONTIER—The Cambodian army
lleutenant stopped at a tumbled-down pile
of logs and boards and raised his hand.
“That's no-man’s land,” he sald, pointing to

-the east. “We cannot go farther.”

Hauif a mile away in a jungle clearing, trees
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painted white by the International Control
Commission get up by the 1954 Geneva agree-
ment mark the border between Cambodia
and South Vietnam.

“We once had a permanent post here,” said
the lleutenant, sitting on the log remains of
the old fortification. “But 1t was too difficult
to supply. Now we just send patrola.”

He added that even the patrols did not
walk the last half mile to the frontier for
fear of attacks by American planes.

As he spoke the sound of Jets reverberated
through the dense jungle. The planes, in-
visible through the bushes and towering
trees, were apparently a mile or so away, well
within South Vietnam.
| But American pilots don't always observe
the border so scrupulously.

AMERICAN LEAFLETY

A sergeant picked up an American prop-
aganda leaflet showing a B52 dropping
bombs. The back of the pamphlet explained
that the B62 ralds were “necessary” to wipe
out the Viet Cong.

The sergeant satd he had never seen B52s
near the Cambodian-Vietnam frontier, but
cited five cases jn the last month in which

* American reconnaissance planes and helicop-
ters had attacked near O Yadao, the name of
the last regularly manned Cambodian out-
post, three miles Inside the frontier,

He said one soldier was hurt in & rocket
attack early this month and seversl civillans
had been Killed or wounded In a nearby
village. ’

The flimsy thatched roof huts of O ¥adao
mark the last point toward which even Jeeps
can slog down Route 19, once an important
French road to the Vietnam highland center
of Pleiku, but now a potholed single lane
cloged to all but occaslonal military vehicles.

A dozen men commanded by a tall, craggy
sergeant of Montagnard extraction are as-
signed to watch for both American planes
and Viet Cong soldlers, whom the Americans
are certaln rely on Cambodia’s eastern fron-
tiers to regroup and rest after fighting in
South Vietnam,

The sergeant, named Ek Sem, said his men
occasionally fired a Chinese antiaircraft gun,
placed In the middle of the encampment, but
so far had not hit any of the planes,

DENIES SEEING VIEY CONG

He denied having ever emcountered any
Viet Cong. “We go on patrols every day,” he
sald, “We never see anything.”

" If he does, he said his orders are not to fire
but simply to ask them to return across the
frontier.

The provincial governor and almy com-
mander, Chhor-Sien, said only 2,000 soldlers
were assigned to the entire province, which
covers the mortheast corner of Cambodia, a
mountainous, dense jungle region.

Chhor-Slen sald his men had not seen a
single Communist soldier, either Vietnamese
or Viet Cong, and confirmed the impression
that American planes were of much greater
concern.

At Pak Nhat, & company-sized outpost on
Route 19 eight miles west of the border, he
pointed to & small heap of shrapnel and tub-
ing, souvenirs, he said, of an American rocket
attack on July 30 in which a woman was
killed in a village 100 yards away.

As he spoke, a Montaghard woman Tan
trom the village to the post. She sald an

~ American rocket had kiiled her 5-year-old
son two weeks ago. “I was with my family In

my home,” she told an interpreter, displaying

a jagged scar on her left arm she sald was

caused when she was hit by shrapnel in the
same attack,

Soldiers at the post said they saw American
reconnalssance planes at least three times
a day, but explained the planes only fired
*two or three times a month.”

The governor also clalmed the Americans
had dropped defoHating chemicals as far as

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE

12 miles inside the Cambodian frontler, de-
stroying about 1,000 square miles of rubber
plantations and uncultivated forests.

“The Americans drop defoliants several
times a month,” he sald. “But we have never
seen Viet Cong there. The war across the

.border 1s none of our husineas,”

PLANTENS REPORT REDS

French planters in the region, however, dis-
puted the governot's contention that no Viet
Cong cross the border. “It's clear that in hot
fighting the Viet Cong move backward some-
times,” said one plantation manager. A year
ago VO unit was pushed Inside Cambodian
territory and given 24 hours to leave. And it
.

He added that i1t was almost Impossible for
Cambodia’s miniscule, ill-equipped forces in

the proyince even to know of the existence
of Cuo unist camps in the rough, trackless
hiils. ]

“That would require very precise aerial
observation,” he sald. “So the Cambodlans
don’t bother them.”

One planter claimed the Communtst forces
held medical facilities and supply posts in the
hills, but did not think ‘they could hide
away an entire division, as the Americans
have charged.

[From the Evening Star, Nov. 24, 1967]

Rep PORT REVEALED-—CAMBODIAN VILLAGE Is
. REPoRTED USED
{By Donald Kirk}

Puwom Pena, CaMBobIa—HIighly Ine-
formed sources here report the fishing vil-
lage of Ream on Cambodia’s southern coast
is the point at which arms are landed for
shipment through Cambodia to Communist
forces in South Vietnam. B

These sources, including French planters
who have lived and worked in this former
Frénch colony for most of their lives, zay
the arms are loaded Into motorized fshing
boats several miles off Ream and brought
to the village, where Chinese merchants
transfer the boxes to trucks for the trek to
the Vietnam border.

The arms are shipped through Ream, which
also has a small Cambodian naval installa-
tion, without the knowledge of Prince Noro-
dom Slhanouk,
EQUTICes,

Sihanouk repeatedly has denled reporte,
hased largely on American Intelligence
sources, that Communist arms move through
Cambodia. . )

Sources here sald the arms arrived just
Qutside Cambodian waters on frelghters from
China and East European countries. The
sources had no estimate of the amount of
arms shipped through Ream but believed it
was relatively small—malnly small arms and
ammunition for use by the Viet Cong and
not North Vietnamese troops.

The arms are belleved sent t0 Vietnam's
delta reglon. Obgervers believed the Commu-
nists sometimes preferred to ship through
Ream to avold the long the long trip from
North to South Vistnam over the Ho Chi
Minh trail through Laos.

Sources here had no information that the
Communists shipped srms through Sthae
noukvilie, as has been clalmed.

In fact these sources belleved the Com-
munists might purposefully avoid Siha-
noukville, named for Prince Sihanouk and
envisioned by him as Cambodla’s major
prestige port, to prevent the possibility of
an embarrassing digcoverty that might re-
duce his sympathy for the Communist strug-
gle in Vietnam.

{The report of the use of Ream came al-
most simultaneousty with one from Wash-
ington that U.S. officialg are becoming coli-
cerned over the possibility that Sihanouk-
ville would become a major port of entry
for Communist wdr supplies. Should this
happen, sald Washington sources, some ef-

in the opinlon of these’

.
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fort to quarantine Cambodia might be neces-
sary.)

Ream, @ onhe-street village lined with
Chinese shops that have thelr backs leading
to small piers, is some 15 milea from Sihan-
ocukville at the end of a narrow dirt road.

In & brief visit to Ream, packing boxes and
oil drums were seen beside the shops.

Several motorized fishing boats, ranging
from 15 to approximately 60 feet lohg, were
moored at the piers. Shopkeepers said they
were all strictly Ashing boats, and a look at
several of them revealed nothing of suspicl-
ous nature on board,

At the end of the road, several guards
were assigned to stop traffic at a gate opening
on the naval installatlon. Half a dozen small
naval ships, including landing craft, were
docked at the base. Authoritlez denled en-
trance to the facillty on the grounds that
formal permission was needed.

Flanters, with contacts among Chinese
merchants and Vietnamese fishermen living
in Cambodia, say arms began moving through
Ream only in the past couple of years. They
also expressed the bellef that arms wers
sometimes fransferred from fishing boats to
shore at other isolated points along the
coast.

Sources here sald the arms were shipped
through Camhbodia to a large extent in closed
trucks whose drivers carried papers saying
they were only loaded with rice for local use.

One source said these trucks sometimes
traveled “with special military permission,”
indicating elements In the Cambodian army
were working for the Viet Cong.

One key factor in moving the arms into
Cambodia; according to the French planters,
is Vietnamese employed on rubber planta-
tions near the border. One source said the
Vietnamese had dug tunnels at some polnts
for moving goods out of sight of Cambodian
soldiers and guards, who have orders to stop
all such activity. ,

Although Sihanouk denies these and all
other such claims, sources here conflrmed
that Frenchmen had unexpectedly spotted
Communist troops on several occasions. -

In Northeast Cambodia,’ 8 French school
teacher took a wrong turn on a road and
drove Into a clearing which he described to
acquaintances ag “full of Viet Cong.” -The
teacher, who taught geography in Phmon
Penh, is sald to have bee¢h turned over to
Cambodian authorities and sent back to
France. .

In another incident, a chauffer driving a
French diplomat to the border mnear the
Vietnam highlands turned onto the “wrong
road,” said a source here, and encountered
approximately 25 black-clad peasants, most
of them bearing arms,

The chauffer, who was driving in a convoy
sponsored by the government to prove there
wete no Viet Cong guerillas in the area, real-
ized he had made a mistake, turned bpack and
rejoined the convoy on the main road.

Cambedian officials told the diplomat the
black-clad men must have Cambodian mili-
tia, an explanation, sald thé source who re-
peated the story, that “convinced no one.”

Despite such storieg, Sihanouk claims no
knowledge of the presenhce of Viet Cong or
Communist troops here or the smuggling of
arms—and &also rice—across his borders to
Vietnam.

He has, however, accused the Americans of

-sometimes “pushing the Viet Cong into Cam-

bodla” during hattles on the other side.

But the sources emphasized that Sihanocuk
himself was probably not aware of the extent
of Vietnamese Communist activities.

[From the New York Times, Nov. 24, 1987}

For Sam To Use CAMBODIAN PORT—SOME

U.8. OFFICERS WEIGH SIHANOUKVILLE QUAR-
ANTINE To BaAR VIETcONG ARMS
(By Willlam Beecher)

WASHINGTON, November 23.--Some Amer-
ican milltary leaders in Saigon and Wash-
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ington are concerned about reports that
major ammunitlon shipments are reach-
ing North Vietnamese and Vietcong forces
by sea through Cambodla. A staff study has
veen ordered on the value and implications
of a quarantine of the Cambodian coastline,
. Such & guarantine might involve stopping
and searching Soviet, Chinese and other for-
elgn-flag vessels.

Some civilian officials here suggest that 1f
Salgon can produce persuasive evidence of
arms shipments through the maln Cam-
bodian seaport, Sihanoukville, the evidence
might be placed before Cambodia’s Chief of
State, Prince Norodom Sihanouk,

“SIHANGUK MAY NOT ENOW"

“Sihanouk may not know the full extent
of the North Vietnamese activities In his
remote border areas, and wouldn't be able
to do much with his 40,000-man army even
if he wanted to,” one official sald.

"But he could very well control what moves
through hls port. And if military. intel-
ligence can come up with convincing proof
of arms trafic, we think SBihanouk could
make no reasonable excuse for not control-
lUng it.”

Gen. William C. Westmoreland, command-
er of American military forces in Vietnam,
is represented as belng disturbed abouf ghip-
ments through Cambodia, But he is not be-
lleved to have made any quarantine recom-
mendations to President Johnson or other
high Administration officlals during his re-
cent stay in ‘'Washington.

Most of the millitary concern arlses from
the ability demonstrated by the enemy, first
at Locninh and now at Dakto, to stock up
enough mortars, machine guns and ammuni-
tlon for sustained operations. Both sites are
close to the Cambodian border,

Military leaders say that most of four North
Vietnamese regiments, approaching 10,000
men in strength, were preparing for battle
in Cambodia last motth. The officers esti-
mate that 5,000 North Vietnamese, Including
many- support troops, remain in Cambodia
now.

Prince Sihanouk has repeatedly denled
that the Vietcong and the North Vietnamese
use his country as a sanctuary. He was re-
ported to be angry earlier this week over the
discovery of a recently abandoned Vietcong
camp four miles inside Cambodia. The camp
was Tound and photographed by correspond-
ents of The Assoclated Press and Unilted
Press Internadional.

Military and clvilian authorities agree that
most arms and ammunition for enemy forces
in Vietnam. moves by land from North Viet-
nam, over the complex of roads and paths in
Laos known as the Ho Chi Minh Trall, and
from these into South Vietnam, or into sup-
ply caches In southeastern Laos and north-
eastern Cambodia. : . '

The officials alzo agree that while some rice
is acquired by enemy troops In South Viet-
nam, and a Iittle is brought from North Viet-
nam, & substantial quantity is purchased in
Cambodia for use of North Vietnamese and
Vietcong units. -

There are intelligence reports that large
supplies of rice are bought in Pnompenh, the
Cambodlan capital, and moved by Camhpdian
Army trucks toward the Vietnamese border
to the northeast,

“There 18 a good deal of corruption within
the Cambodian Army, and much of this ac-
tivity could very well be unauthorized,” one
official said.

WESBTMORELAND CITEE PATROLS

At a news conference in the Pentagon on
Tuesday, General Westmoreland sald that
with the extenslon of South Vietnamese Gov-
ernment control Into the countryside and
with the Imposition of coastal patrols, the
enemy had to turn to Cambodla and buy rice,

“4A 1ot of Chinese merchants in Pnompenh,
I suzpect, have become rich because of this,”
he said. ’
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There have been some Intelligence reporis
that Chinese arms shipments, ostensibly des-
tined for the Cambodian Army, have arrived
in Sihanoukville and been carried cver the
Cambodian-American Friendship Highway,
bullt with United States ald funds between
Sihanoukville and Pnompenh. From there,
according to the reports the goods have
moved by road, river and canal to Vieteong
or North Vietnamese troops.

Some Washington officials disparage this
information as “low-level, low-confidence in-
telligence.” Others insist that it is only a
matter of time until conclusive evidence can
be assembled on the reports of arms iraffic.

One civilian official said there whs no evi-
dence of “knowing colluston™ between Prince
Sihanouk and those who might be aiding the
North Viethamese, whether In supplying rice
or arms or in permitting them to operate
from base camps along the Cambodian bor-
der.

The fact that Prince Sihanouk allowed the
American news. agency men, accompanied by
Cambodian troops, to search for the enemy
base camp on Cambodian soll is viewed here
as support for the contention that he may
no{ have realized the extent of Vietcong ac-
tivity in the remote, jungle-covered border
regions,

[From the Evenlng Star, Nov. 30, 1967]
Hawnor, NLF B To INCITE CAMBODIA
{By Donald Kirk)

PunoM Penm—The bland exteriors of the
diplomatic missions of North Vietnam and
the Viet Cong conceal machines for prop-
aganda and infiltration aimed at turning
Cambodia Intd s “third front” from which
to Oght the United States and Salgon pgov-
erhment in South Vietnam.

Informed sources here report that the em-
bassy of North Vietnam and the “representa-
tion'’ of the Nationa] Liberation Front, the
official name for the Viet Cong, devote much
of thelr time to developing a network of con-
tacts, mainly among ths country’s 400,000
residents of Viethamese ancesiry, for ship-
ping rice and other products from Cambodia
to Vietnam, ’

Mastermind of the Viet Cong operation
here iz Nguyen Van Hleu, a member of the
Central Commlittee of the National Libers-
tion Front. Hieu, once regarded a3 roving
foreign minister for the Front, negotiated
with Cambodia a year ago for ralsing the
Viet Cong's diplomatie position here to that
of a “representation,” just one:step bhelow
full embassy status. He now hedds the mis-
sion.

Halled as an “intellectual patriot” by the
Viet Comg press, Hieu 18 viewed in some
gquarters as ons of the half dozen top men in
the NLF, A former secondary school teacher
and "Journalist” who wrote propagands ar-
tcles agalnet the Americans and their “pup-
pets” In Saigon, he headed Viet Cong mis-
sions in Prague and East Berlin before com-
ing here four months ago, His presence indi-
cates the importance the Viet Cong attach to
bringing. “neutral” Cambodia frmiy into the
conflict on the Communist side, g

NOT UNBUBTLE

But Hieu is not so unsubtle as to offend
the Cambodian government, especially 1ts
sensitive chief of state, Prince Norodom Si-
hanouk, by overtly urging it to join the war,

-His first move, In fact, was to work out a
declaration of “respect and recognition” for
Cambodia’s frontlers that meant the Viet
Cong, if they were to win, would abandon
all the Salgon government's clalm for dis-
puted territory along the border.

Hieu, who lives In « three-story apartment
building behind the modern stone and con-
crete villa of the NLF, also hag abandoned
his request for "“special status” for the local
Vietnamese, who ¢annot own property, must
pay high taxes and are geherally subject to
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prejudicial treatment reflecting the instine-
tive antipathy of Cambodians for Viethamese.

Hieu reportedly was glad to compromise on
both the border guestlon and that of Viet-
namese residents in return for Cambodia’s
support of the Front diplomatically—and
hopefully militarily and economically as well.

Hieu's main partner here is Tran Buu
Klem, & member of the presidium of the Cen-
tral Committee of the NLF and president of
the Central Committee's Foreign Relations
Commission.

Eiem participated in dizcussions that led
to opening full-scale dlplomatic relations be-
tween Cambodia and the Front and has a
luxurious hoine here on & tree-shaded street
in g fashionable residential sectlon,

MINORITY FOCUS

Kilem, who spends much of his time in
South Vietnam, ls believed primarily con-
cerned with the problem of mobllizing Cam-
bodia’s Vietnamese minority behind the Viet
‘Cong. /

In the past year he has enforced a’system

by which most Vietnamese here must con- .

tribute to the NLF cause, whether by dona-
tlons or by ferrylng or carrying bags of rice or
even by digging tunnels linking Cambodia
with South Vietnam,

“There is hardly a Vietnamese in the coun-

" try who doesn’t have some job to do for the

Viet Cong,” said one source, SBince many of
the Vietnamese here live on rivers as fisher-
men, they are particularly helpful in shipping
rice by water. )

And those employed on rubber plantations
near the border are helpful in relaying the
rice acrosa the frontler and in helping Viet
Cong units that hide here from the war.

A malnstay of support for Hieu and Kiem
is the Liberation Press Agency, the Viet Cong
propaganda machine, that has a separate
office here in a villa on one of the ¢ity's main
avenues. .

Chief of the office i3 Pham Van Quang, one
of the NLF's top propagandists, who turns
out news bulletins in Vietnamese, Cam-
hodian, Chinese and Prench, arranges for
cultural presentations and epreads leaflets
and magazines on the war among the local
Vietnamese.

The appointiment of Quang, llke those of
Hieu and Kiem, lllustrates the importance
the Viet Cong attach to Cambodia. While
“covering” the war for the NLF in Vietnam,
he reportedly wrote some of its most impor-
tant statements and was wounded two times.
Like Hleu, he served in Eastern Europe be-
fore his present sssignment,

Since most of Cambodia’s Vietnamese pop-
ulatien 1s from South Vietnam, the actlv-
itles of the NLF here appear sometimes to
overshadow those of Hanol. Some sources, in
Tfact, suspect that North Vietnam is at odds
with the Front over control of Cambodlan
operations despite the usual displays of unity.

North Vietnam, whose mission here was
elevated from & “representation” tc an “em-
basgy’” last year, desperately neede Cam-
bodia’s friendship so it caf continue to fillter
some troops into Vietnem through the north-
east Cambodian province of Rattanakiri,

Although Sihanouk violently denies such
activities, observers belleve he may have
reached a tacit understanding not to bother
the North Vietnam froops a&s long as they
don't leave the dense jungle area that is
far removed from Cambodian army outposts.

North Vietnam and the Viet Cong have
persuaded the Prince of the rightness of their
cause—a factor that is crucial in protecting
the movement from Cambodia of rice as well
as arms for the Viet Cong. The government
theoretically prohibits this trade—and gen-
erally denies iis existence—but has done little
to stop it,

: AN ULTIMATE STEP
The ultimate step for Communist Vietnam

would be for 8ihanouk completely to nban-
don his polley of meutrality, let Communist
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troops freely base here until the end of the
war angd glve carte blanche for the legal sale
and shipment of rice, arms and other prod-
ucts from Cambodia to the Viet Cong.

Bome observers, hoting the Princes in-
creasing anger over American rocket and
machine gun afiacks from planes fylng in-
side his borders, believe he might be on the
verge of such a decision.

If 50, the entire Cambodian frontier could
turn into a full-fledged *“third front,” said
one source, referring to the interior of South
Vietnam as the “first front” and the Demili-
tarized Zone between the two Vietnams as
the *second front.”

But Sihanouk would face strong opposition
from some of his countrymen, who may be
just as fearful of the Communist Vietnamese
as they are of the Saigon regime and the

.Americans.

“It was alimost a scandal here when the
Prince recognized the NLF,” said one official,
*The feeling was, after he broke off relations
with Saigon in 1963, that he should never go
&ll the way and recognize the Viet Cong. But
he thinks the Communists are sure to win,
and he wants to be on the right side from
the start.”

[From the U.S. News & World Report, Dec. 11,

1967]
CAMBODIA—CGROWING BASE For VIETNAM REDS

Sa1con;——Suddenly it is Cambodia that has
become critically dangercus to American
military .commanders already locked in a
bloody war agalnst Communists in Vietnam.

Americans and South WVietnamese killed
and wounded in recent, costly battles at Dak
To and Loc Ninh had, in effect, been fighting
under & tight leash,

The reason: Communists used bases inside
"neutral” Cambodia to bulld up thelr forces
for those battles. U.S. plans and artillery
were banned from attacking the build-up
points. )

When the tide of fighting turned against
the Reds, they fled back to “safe sanctuaries”
in Cambodia. Once across the border, the
-Communist forces were immune from supe-
rior American filrepower.

“HOT PURSUIT”?

Now U.8. commanders in the field are de-
manding s change in the rules.

The White House 1s being prested for per-
misslon to attack the known, Important
Communist bases inslde Cambodia.

If this is “politically unpalatable,” Gen.
Willlam C. Westmoreland's command wants,
at 3 minimum, the right of “hot pursuit.”
The Communist enemy would be chased all
the way back to and beyond base camps hid-
den in the Cambodian jungle whenever they
broke off contact inside Vietnam,

Adding weight to pleas from the fleld were
comments in a television interview on No-
vember 28 by former President Dwight D.
Eisenhower, who sald;

“If you're chasing some people and they
Just atep over into Cambodia or Laos, I
wotildn't—It wouldn't bother me. I'd go at
them as long as they'd come in there in the
first place.”

General Westmoreland and the American
Ambassader to Vietnam, Ellsworth Bunker,
raised the question of “hot pursuit” in No-
vember when they were in Washington while
the struggle for Dak To was at its height.

STATE DEPARTMENT VIEW

American officials in Salgon say the dis-
cussions in Washington were “t00 sensitive”
for public comment. But 1t is known the
U.S. State Department strongly opposes any
military -operations across the Cambodian
frontier.

Fleld commanders in Vietnam hopé the
Bunker-Westmoreland team extracted some
contcesslons from the White House They are
not optimlstic.

Concern over the increasingly vital role
Cambodla plays in North Vietnam's war
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plans rose sharply when captured documents
disclosed detalls of Hanol's “winter-spring”
campalgn for 1967-68.

The plan calls for large-scale transporta-
tlon of North Vietnamese troops by truck
through Laos as far south as Cambodia.

From . bases in those two ctoundtries, the
Reds would launch more and bigger drives
against American and South Vietnamese
Torces.

A U8, intelligence analyst comments:

“The North Vietnamese are moving every-
thing they’'ve got down south as fast as they
can. It's likely we will be In for blg battles
soon.”

A documented study showing how Hanoi
uses Cambodia to fight inside South Vietnam
has been prepared by American officers In
General Westmoreland’s headquarters.

Most recent example was the campaign
fought for control of the strategic hills
around Dak To. The struggle there cost the
U.8. 287 dead, 1,000 wounded.

Communist troops Infilirated the area
from bases in Cambodia. After daya of cloge-
quarter fightlhg, the enemy had lost 1,641
confirmed dead. Estimates of additional dead

_and wounded carried away from the hattle-

field ranged from 1,000 to 1,500,

The survivors straggled across the border to
two large hospitals set up by the North
Vietnamese Inside Cambodia, Both hospitals
have modern surgical facilities, trained doc-
tors and nurses.

-Says 8 U.S. officer: Thelr wounded, or niost

~of them, will be back fighting us one of these

days. It’s & shame we cannot go In affer
them.™ .
A “RICE BOWL"
The Dak To campalign 18 just one example
of how the Reds use the Cambodian “sanctu-

ary” for immediate tactical advantage. It
-has other lmportant uses as well. :

Rice grown in Cambodia ends up in the
hands of Viet Cong and North Vietnamese
units.. The Cambodian Government openly
sold 30,000 tons to the Viet Cong in 18686.
Communist agents were able to buy at least
that much, perhaps far more, on the open
market,

From all accounts, shipments of Commu-
nist-blo¢ arms and ammunition inte Cam-
bodia are on the rise. Soviet, Polish, Chinese
and Hong Kong-registered ships call In in-
creasing numbers at Sihanoukville, Camho-
dia’s principal seaport,

To speed up cargo handling, the port facili-
ties are belng expanded ‘fo filve times the
present capacity. French 'ald I3 golng into
construction of a railway line lnking Si-
hanoukville and Pnompenh.

Although “hard” evidence of what the
ships carry 1s not easily obtained, it is clear

‘that Cambodia’s small network of roads and

large network of canals and riverways are
rapidly becoming important supply routes.

Shallow-draft barges with steel hulls are
being used to move cargoes from Sihanouk-
ville to Ream, a nearby fisbhing village. Cargo
is there transferred to motorized sampans
that cruise along the canals interlacing the
160w, marshy border between ggmbodia and
Vietnam.

A small sampan intercepted recently three
miles inside the Vietnamese side of the fron-
tler was found to be loaded with 100-mm.
mortars.

ouT

The Reds seem to be moving arms more
openiy than before. An intelligence officer In
Salgon says this:

“We have pretty good evidence that just
recently a ship unloaded cargo that included
mines, consigned to a civilian import firm
in Sihanoukville. The mines weren't even
camouflaged.”

Drugs and other supplies needed for treat-
ment of wounded pour in openly from Singa-
pore. Purchasing agent there is the Singa-
pore branch of Peking's Bank of China.

Chinese businessmen in Cambodia are pur-
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chasing and supply agents for other necessi-
ties. The telegraph office In Pnompenh, the
capital, has a speclal section set aside to han-
dle messagea to and from Hanol, Each day
the area is jammed with Chinese merchants

transacting business with North Vietnam.
Cambodians hire out as porters and bosat-
men to transport goods and weapons inside

the country and across the border into Viet-
nam. :

Some intelligence reports claim the Viet
Cong have recruited a division of troops from
among ethni¢ Vietnamese who are citizens
of Cambocta.

LIFT FOR THE INFANTRY

Cambodia’s contribution in food and f(a-
cllities hag become 50 large that Hanoi is able
to use lts trucks to transport troops into
Laos and south to the Cambodian border.
Until recently, trucks hauled supplies only
The infantrymen walked.

Some sources clalm the volume of traffic
from Southern Cambodia east and north to
the battle areas inside Vietnam is bigger by
far than the traffic from North Vietnam
through Laos to the Cambodian horder.

It is just now becoming clear what effect
this increasing dependence ol supply lines
inside Cambodia is having on Communis:
strategy.

Hanoj hag adopted what ig called a “strat-
egy of peripheral forces," Its major combat
units are based just outside the frontiers of
South Vietnam, are able to jump in and our
of battle at will.

With divisions firmly anchored at the bases
in Cambodia and Laos, as well as along the
Demilitarized Zone separating North from
South Vietnam, the captured documernts
calllng for s “winter-spring offensive™ take
on new meaning.

That campaign, state the documents, Is to
consist of “large-scale, powerful and con-
tinuous attacks, conducted on all battleflelds.
to destroy a8 much U8, and Vietnamese
Army manhpower resources as possible.”

Knowing Hanol's battle plan for the next
six months. American officers are staring
longer and harder at sanctuarles just across
the Cambodian border.

A ranking U.8. commander says: :

“There will certainly be more Dak Tos, and
we will take heavy casualties. The enemy
doesn’t seem to mind losing a lot of men as
long as he kills a lot of our men.”

If the “green light" were to come from
Washingtor, experts here say, the base camps
in Cambodia could be cleaned out with 2
maximum of three U.5. divisions committed
to the campaign.

There is little that Prince Sthanouk, Cam-
bodla’s ruler, could do other than complain.
Hig Army of 35,000 men has had no combat
experience. Its equipment, much of which
is supplied by Red China and Russia, has
been poorly malntained.

Yet, & divect attack by U.8, forces is ruled
out at present as politically lhexpedient. A
distinet possibility, it is felt here in Salgon
ts that “hot pursuit” will sconer or later be
permitited.

Then, explains an American colonel, Com-
munist troops fleeing into Cambodia will nic
longer be in line for a period of “wine
women and song.” Instead, they will have tc
keep running. '

WHY U.S. COMMANDERS WANT ‘‘HOT PURSUIT
INTO CAMBODIA

Problem: War supplles and weapons are
pouring across “neutral” Cambodia in a grow-
ing stream, to help Red forces in South Viet-
nam. Frelghters from Eastern Europe and
Northern Asia unload at Cambodia's port of
Sihanoukville, Supplles go by road tc
Pnompenh, move along the Mekong Rlver
and fan out to Communist troop bases along
the border with South Vietnam. From those
bases, Red troops cross into Vietnam fo at-
tack U.B. and South Vietnamese forces, then
slip back into their Cambodlan sanctuary to
rest and refit. -



