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DRV DECIARES SUPPORT FOR SIHANOUK 23 MAR STATEMENT UB-CAT

DRV Foreign Ministry Statement
Hanoi VNA International Service in English 1720 GMT 25 Mar 70 B

‘Text] Hanoi ™ March 25--The Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam
today isswed .ne fellowing statement on the present patriotic struggle of the
Cambodian e .nle:

For many yel¥® row, the Khmer people, in order to safeguard their sacred naticnal
rights, have crigged in the road charted by Samdech Head of State Norodom Sihwnouk:
natiorigd irdependence, peace, neutrality and territorial Integrity within her present
borders, solidsrity between the Indochinese people who are all struggling against

the common enemy--the U,8. imperialists and their henchmen--contributing to the
safeguarding of peace in Asia and the world

While committing aggression against Viet Nam and intervention in Isos, the U.S,
imperialists have stopped at no manceuvre, however vile and wicked, to oppose the
correct policy of Samiech Norodom Sihanouk., In gpite of the encirclement and threats
by the U.S. imperfalists and their henchmen, the Khmer people have waged a tenacious
and courageous struggle, foiling all sinister plans of the latter te build & system
of military bases stretching from South Viet Nam to Thailand passing through
Cambodia and Laos. As s result, the Kingdom of Cambodia has besn akle te maintain
firmly her independence, freedom, peace, neutrality and prosperity, and her Drestige
has risen ever higher in the internaticnal arens.

Since President Nixon took office, the U.3. has put every effort in the realization
of the so-called ™Vietpamisation of the war®™ in an attempt to prolong the war in
South Viet Nam, escalated the war in laos, ard at the same time intensified its
intervention in Cambodia, with a view to making up for its position of ignominious
failure in South Viet Nam.

The Lon Nol-S8irik Matak group, henchmen of the U.3., has staged a coup d'etat to
oppose the Cambodian people, c¢ppose the patriotic struggle of the Vietnamese people,
ard are endeavouring to create an anti-Vietnamese psychosis in service of the 1,8.
schemé to intensify and expand war in Indochina, turn Cambodia into a military base
and new-type colony of the U.S., in furtherance of the wicked design of President
Nixon of using Asians to fight Asfans. The coup makers group in Cambodia Mave thus
betrayed the supreme interests of the Khmer people, opposed the correct policy of
Samdecti Norodom Sihancuk, head of state of the Kingdom of Cambodia, sabotaged the
intimate friendship and the militant solidarity between the Khmer people, the
Vietnamese -people and the lao pecple, seriously threatening peace and security in
this area,

The Khner peopble of all strata and all political tendencies have expressed high
indignation at the coup dietat staged by the reactionaries in Cambodia, henchmen

of the imperialists. On March 23, in a solemn declaration, Samdech Norodom SIhamouk,
in his capacity as legal Head of State 6f the Kingdom of Cambodia, declared to
dizsolve the gavernment of General lom Nol, the National Assembly and the Royal
Counéfl for crimes of high treason.
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Samdech has voleed the iron determination to defend the suprems and long-term interasts
of the Cambodian fatherland, snd called up the Khmer psople to unite in the National
United Front of Kampuchea, to strengthen their solidarity with the Vietnamese pecple,
the Iao pecple and the other popular and tnti-inilerial_l.ist forces of the brotherly
countries, to resolutely rise up In arms against the U.S3. imperialists and their
henchmen.,

With regard to the Kingdom of Cambodia, the unswerving policy of the Government of the
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam has always been: maintenance and strengthening of the
relations of brotherly friendship and good neighbourhcod on the basis of the five
principles of pegeceful co-sxistence and the 1954 Geneva agreements on Indochina; strict
respect for the independence, sovereignty, neutrality and territorial integrity of the
Eingdom of Cambodia within her present borders; and non-interference on one side

in the internal affairs of the other.

The Government of the Demoecratlec Republic of Viet Nam affirms Its unshakable support
for the poliecy defined by Samdech Norodom Sihanouk, a poliey of independence, peace,
and nsutrality for the Kingdom of Cambodia, soclidarity and friendship with the other
pecples in Tndochina struggling against the U,S. imperiflist aggressors; it considers
this to be a clearsighted poliey which ensures the national interests of the Khmer
prople and contributes efficaciously to the maintenance of peace in Indochina and
Asia, Pacts have shown that to the Vietnamese, Khmar and lac pecples, militant
solidarity is an important factor for victory whikh guarantees to each country genuine
indeperdence and fresdom and the possibility to develop along the path of its choice.

Proceeding from the principle that the liberation of Cambodia is the work of the Khmer
pecple, the Oovernment of the Democratie Republic of Viet Nam declares its total
suppert for the five-point proclamation of March 23, 1970 of Samdech Norodom Sihanouk,
[(and] firm support for the struggle waged by the Khmer people under the leadership of
thy'ir Head of State Norocdom Sihancuk against the U.S3, imperialists and their henchmen,
for the defence of their sacred naticnal rights. In the spirit of mutual respect,
solidarity and mutual assistance, the Vietnamese people will wholeheartedly support
the jJust struggle of the Khmer people t111 final victory.

The Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam is firmly convinced that the
peace- and freedom-loving governments in the world will accord their most profound
sympathy and their vigorous support te the just cause of the Khmer pecple (Tnow)

struggling to defend their national interests and peace in this part of the world.

The Knmer people, endowed with a zlorious history anmd one of the most brilliant
eivilisations, is alsoc endowed with s tradition of indomitable struggle against 0.8,
{imperialism, The Vietnamese pecple, who have dealt hard blows to the U.3., imperialists
ard the Saigon puppets, will firnly persevere in and Intensify their war of resistance
against the V.8, aggression. They will surely win total vietory and will inevitably
liberate the South, defend the North and proceed to the peaceful reunification of the
country.

The Lao pecple are wimning resowdin: victories, inflicting a new defeat on the
“special war" of the U,8, imperialisvs. All this constitutes & vigorous support for
the fraternal people of Cambodia. The more the U.8, imperialists intensify and
s xpand the wee and the mors they —=esurt te perfidious manoceuvres to divide the Indo-
Chinesa panplaz, the tighter the 7lemamsse, Khmer and Iao peoples will close their

anis smd the higher will be the’® determination to fight and defeat them, and the

tronger will be the suppart a&cof rded by the world peopls, including thes American people,
“he surely victarious struggle of the Indochinese peoples. The eoup dletat eof

Haroh 18, 1970 !n Camocdis can 11 no #ay save the U.3. imperialists, hut Will, on

the sontraszy, e tnes to sink fee er Iin the quagmire of a £till more dissstrous defeat.
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The Vietnamese people and the Oovernment of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam
‘.are ‘desply convinced that all the strata of the Khmer people, responding to_ the .-
(?sacred) appeal for national salvation launched by Samdech Norodom Sihanoulk,
will heroically surmount all difficulties and persevers in their struggle.

The just cause of the Khmer people will win glorious victory!
\/ Newspaper Editorials
Hanoi VNA International Service in English 0628 GMT 26 Mar 70 B

[Text] Hanoi VNA Mar 1 26--The Hanol daflies NHAN DAN and QUAN DOI NHAN DAN today
editorially voiced L~ Vietnamese people's full support for the Cambodian people's
Just struggle agains®' *the U.35, imperialists and their lackeys.

NHAN DAN, after recalling tne gist of Samdech Head of State Norodom Sihanouk's
preclamation of March 23, quoted a statement issued by the D.R.V.N. CGovernment
on March 25 as saying "in the spirit of mutual respect, solidarity and mutual
assistance, the Vietnamese people will wholeheartsdly and unreservedly support
the Khmer people in their just struggle till final victory."

The paper said: "The March 18 coup dletat was the gravest crime committed by the
U.3., imperialists agairst the Cambodian people, and alsc a plot against the
Vietnamese and lac pesoples, For over a decade now, the U.3, has used cruel

and erafty moves te force Cambodia into its away in service of its poliey of
aggression in Indochinz. But those hostile acts have all failed bitterly. Undar
the leadership of Heoad of State Norodom 8ibinouk, the Khmer people have persisted
in the struggle to defend their national Iindependence and soversignty, upheld
their policy of peace and neutrality and strengthen the solidarity and mutual
support among the Indochiness peoples in the struggle against ths ecommon enemy--
U.S. imperialism. That correct line has helped Cambodia safeguard her independencs
and peace and build the country, making an important contribution to the struggle
against the U,8, scheme of aggression and war expansion in Indochina."”

The paper continued: "U.S, President Nixon is resorting to perfidious manosuvres
in his hostile policy against Cambodia. The coup d'etat which the U.3. imparialiasin
recently carried-out through the ageney of the lon Nol-Matak group, was aimed

at mbolishing Cambodia's policy of independence, peace and neutrality, furthering
the U.3. plan to prolong and expand the war in Indochina and turn Cambodia into a
neo-colony, military base and springboard for the U,3, war of aggression in Viet
Eam and laos." That manceuvre 15 a clear manifestation of the Nixon doctrine to
make Asians fight Asians and in this case, to make Indochinsse fight Indochinese.
The March 18 coup in Cambodia proves that the U,.S. imperialists remain vary s tubborn
in pursuing their war of aggression in epite of their hnvjr setbacks in Viat hm.
Iaos and Cambodia. That coup poses a serious menace to peace and security in
Indochina and South-East Asia.
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“The U.8. role in the coup is manifest through the frenzied campaign of slanders
-against Viet Nam-thledshed Dy ‘Its henclimen beftre and after th¥ ebnﬁ. Thie laﬁter wanted
to sow discord and enmity between the Vietnamese and Khmer peoples and cover up the
subversive and aggressive acts of the Nixon administration, but decidedly they can never
realize their dark design. The Khmer people are well aware that their dangerous enemy
are preeisely the U.5. imperialists and the traitors to the country.

"The friendship and militant solidarity between the Vietnamese and Cambodian peoples
as well as among the Indochinese peoples is indestyuetible.. That friendship and
militant solidarity whiech have stood many trials, especially during the years of
fighting against the U.S,. imperialists, have constantly consolidated and strengthened.
That is a great source of strength and one cof the main factors for the brilliant
victorles of the Indochinese peoples.

"he Vietnamese peoples are deeply grateful to Head of State Norodom Sihanouk and the
Khmer people for their warm support fo fight against U.S, aggression, for national
salvation. PFor our part, we unswervingly support the poliey of independence, peace

and neutrality of Head of State Norodom Sihanouk and the Khmer pecple, constantly
strengthen our relations of fraternal frlendship and gvod neighbourhood with Cambodia
on the basis of the five prineiples of peaceful co-existence and the 1954 Geneva
agreements on Indoghina, strictly respect the independence, sovereignty, neutrality and
territorial integrity of Cambodia within her present frontiers, and maintain the
prineiple of non-interference in each other's internal affairs.

*The U.S5. imperialists are very cruel and wicksd. But in Indochina, they are in a
weakening and losing posturs, The Vietnamese peocple, in their position of strategie
offensive, continue to ohtain ever greater victories and will certainly win complete
victory;#n their war of resistance against U.3. aggression. The Lao people have
deliversd hard biows at the U.S. aggressors and their flunkeys and ara vigCrously
developiag their patriotio struggle.

"The counter-revolutionary coup G'etat of March 18 May cause temporary difficulties to
the Khmer people, but. decidedly it can Iin no way prevent Cambodia from advancing.

The struggle of the Ehmer people, as Head of State Norodom Sihanouk made clear in his
proclamation, manifests the tradition of dauntlessness and heroism of the Khmer people
snd thelr determination to fight to defend their national rights and vo continue teo
side with the Vietnamese and Lac peoples in the great struggle almed at completely
folling all aggressive plans of the U.3, imperialists and their henchmen, in the
interests of the Indochinese peoples and peace in South-East Asia and the world.

“We are firmly convinced as was affirmed in the DRVN Government!s statement of March 25,

that in response to Samdech Head of State Norvdom Sihanouk's sacred appeal for nationui
zalvation, the Knmer pecple will couragecusly surmount all difficulties and hardships,
persevers in their struggle against the Lon Nol-Sirik Matak elique 'And the U.S. imperialists,
for independence and freedom, and bhring their just eause to glorious victory.”

For its part, the daily QUAN DOI NHAK DAN said: "The five-point proclamation of Head
of State Norodom Sthanouk will certainly have the effect of rallying broad sections of
the Khmer people and enjoy strong sympathy and great support from the whole progressive
mankind. The Gambodian people, with their tradition of patrioctie and indemitable
struggle, will certainly defeat the henchmen of the U.3. imperialists and frustrate all
the latter's aggressive plans and carry. their just struggle through to final vietory.”
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