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CAMBODIA: QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS Noj.YZ'? (Suppl-)

. 1. Q. The North Vietnamese have had sanctuaries in Campbodia for
5 years. why did Prosident Nixon wait until now to order
U.5. ground operations Thto Cambodia?

a. While these sanctuaries have long been & problem for our
forces and those of our allies in gouth Viet-Nam, until
recently the cambodian Government was able to 1imit thelr

use even though.North Vietnamese actions were @ clear
violation of cambodia's neutrality. In recent months
increasing North Vietnamese use of the sanctuaries prompted
the Cambodian authorities to place further restrictions

on the flow of supplies to communist forces. in fact,
Prince gihanouk was actually rraveling to Moscow and

peking to seek help in reducing Communist use of Canfoodian
territory when he was ousted from power in Phnom Penh.

When the Lon Nol government replaced gihanouk, it tried

to enforce cambodian neutrality more strictly by closing

gihanoukville tO communist traffic and seeking negotia-
tions to obtain a Viet Ccong/North Vietnamese Army with-
drawal from Ccanbodian territory- In April the North

~ Vietnamese began moving more actively out of their
sanctuaries and deeper into Cambodia in an effort to
establish a solid Communist—held zone reaching to
gihanoukville and the sea along 600 miles of the campodian-
gouth Vietnamese porder. This would have given them a
far stronger position in Cambodia than they had ever had:
it would have assured them of potentially unlimited supply
and replacement capabllities; and it would thus have posed
a critically increased threat to remaining U.8. forces
nearby across rhe South Yietnamese border. This would
have called the feasibility of continuing the President's
policy of withdrawal of U.S. troops from South Viet-Nam—

Vietnamization——into serious question.

The problem presented to President Nixon in late April was
thus wholly aifferent, both politically and militarily.
than the situation which existed previously.

2. Q. What is the obijective and scope of the U.S./ ietnamese
! operation 1n Cambodia?

A. This military operation is limited in extent, purpose. and
duration. It is a combined U.s.~-South viet-Nam strike
which involves several major eneny sanctuaries and adjacent
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border territories. In the SO0-called "Parrot's Beak area,
only 33 miles from Salgon, South Vietnamese forces have
major responsibility for ground operations with the Unitegq
States Providing air ang logistical Support. In the
"Fishhook" area, and other Communist base areas, American

The direct objective of this military OpPeration is to
capture enemy stores and supplies; +o disrupt Communist
logistics ang communications capabilities; ang to prevent
the enemy from building his forces in the Sanctuary areas
in Preparation for attacks on our troops and those of our
allies in South Viet-Nam. When this is achieved our
forces wila withdraw into South Viet-Nam. Some U.s.
forces have already done SO; the President has announced
that the dgreat majority of U.S. troops will be out by the
Second week of June, and that the operation will be con-
cluded by the end of June.

What have been the results of the operation So far?

From a military Standpoint the Operation has been highly
Successful. Most of the Communist forcesg have been
obliged to @vacuate these areas. Several thousang North
Vietnamese ang Viet Cong troops have been killed or
captured. Huge stores of war materie] and food Supplies
have been taken. The Defense Department, on the basis of
Present information, estimates that the total volume of
enemy ammunition Seized so far in the Cambodian Operations
€Xceeds the tota] amoumnt of énemy ammunition expended for
the entire Preceding year in Viet~Nam.

Based on these achievements in the first week of opera-

tions, it ig eStimated that the Communist war effort in
South Viet-Nam has been Seriously set back. we have

training of South Vietnamese armed forces, and by destroy-
ing Communist ammunition ang Supplies we have Saved many

Are there any international Pledges of respact for Cambodia's
Cerritorial ncegrity?




territorial integrity of the three states. They also
pledged o refrain from interfering in the internal
affairs of these States. North Viet-Nam, 2 signer of the
accords and participant in the peclaration; has fla-
grantly violated them.

why has ught before

Y n't the situation in cambodia been broug
the United Nations?

while the Ccambodian Government has made & general appeal
+o the United Nations to take action tO compel the Viet
cong and North Vvietnamese forces to put an end to theix
aggression against cambodia, it has not requested formal

Securlity Council action.

speaking on the situation in Indochina on May 5. 1970,
United Nations Secretary—General U Thant sald:

win view of the fact that several of the parties
concerned are not members of the United Nations.,
and that many of its members, including some
permanent nembers of the Security council, are not
in favor of United Nations involvement, the
Organization has not been in a position SO far to
play & decisive part in bringing an end to the
conflict.”

For our part, We would welcome and support any initiative
in the United Nations O elsewhere which would lead to
serious and constructive consideration of and action on
the situation in Cambodia. Meanwhile, in accordance with
Article 51 of the United Nations charter, ©on May 5 the
United States requested the President of the Security
Council to circulate as a Security Council document &
letter in which we reported the recent United states/Repub-
Jic of Viet-Nam 1imited military action taken in exercise
of the right of collective gelf-defense against acts of
armed aggression by North Vietnamese forces pased in

Cambodia.

pid the cambodian Covernment reguest U.S. forces?

No. The cambodians could not ask for help from American
forces because to do so©O would be a renunciation of neu-
trality., and in effect would join them with South viet-Nam
and its allies against North Viet-Nam. Initially. Prime
Minister Lon Nol said that no foreign troops would be
required; that only additional arms and eguipment would be
needed for cambodia's defense. When this proved insuffi-
cient he appealed for the assistance of ethnic cambodians
serving with the South Vvietnamese armed forces.



@ positive U.s. response tg Cambodiat'g appeal for help in
Testoring jtg Neutrality ang Tepelling North Vietnamesge
and Viet Cong invaders.

Isn't thig an invasion-—a violation of Cambodia'g
Neutrality?
——cd 1ty

9
d - t
Won't thig action adversel affect our Vietnamization—
wWithdrawai Rrogram?

ut thig would take Considerable time, as indicated
above, ang during thig time the South Vietnamese forces
will continue to grow in Numbers, €Xperience, and effec-
tiveness, and therefore in their ability g defend their
frontierg and to handile the Problem unassisteq,
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what is the legal pasis for kthe president's decision to
es and materials in Campodia?

commlt Ameyrican 1iv

The President was acting under his constitutional authority
as Commander in Chief of the Armed rForces of the United
States. AlsO. as Chief gxecutive, he has the supreme
responsibility for determining and directing our foreign
policy. This was basically & tactical decision by the
commander in Chief to protect y.s8. forces in the field.

As for the international 1aw basis for our actions;: these
measures are legitimate ones of collective self-defense.

cambodian neutrality had long ago been violated bY North

Yviet~-Nam which rurned the sanctuary areas into & waxr zone
directed against our £YoOPpSs -

pid the Administration consult with Congress prior ro the
ction 1n Cambodia?

action 0 “oo————

The President nas carried out his constitutional responsi-
pility to keeP congress informed. AS Commander in chief
it is also his responsibility to protect American lives,
and he made his decision with that thought uppermost and
mindful of the need for tight security before 1aunching
the strikes into Cambodia.

The President considered and rejected the option of large-
scale U.S. arms aid, advisers, and U.S. combat forces for
the defense of the Lon Nol government. The president
stated in his White Housée meeting with Congressional
committees that had he selected this option he would have
fully consulted congress.

what political support do we have from other Asian and
wr Cambodian operation?

Pacific countries for ©

Thailand, south Korea: Laos, the Republic of China, and
Australia have endorsed President Nixon's decision.
Japan's Foreign MinisteXx said he regards military opera~
rions in cambodia as an nunavoidable step" under present
circumstances. president Marcos ©of the Philippines has
written the president in support of his decision.

why do we support the Lon Nol government? Wasn't gihanouk

the'legal ruler?

The guestion of who goveIns cambodia 1is for the cambodians
to decide. General Lon Nol has been Prime Minister of
cambodia for more t+than 8 months.



On January 6, 1970, Prince Sihanoyk departegd Cambodig for
France, for medical treatment, He left behing mounting

dissatisfaction With hig economi o and administrative
ith his i

Counci] of the Kingdom removed Sihanouk, the Government
appealed to the Geneva conference cochairmen, the U.x.

Deutrality, The British were SYMpathetic o the request,
The y.sg,s) R, refused tgo act. The Cambodian Government
also Sought €arnestly, both before ang after Sihanouk 'g
deposition, to engage in Negotiationg Wwith th i
Communigtg for the Peaceful wi i
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with 20 Asian nations invited. U.N. Secretary—General
y Thant has recommended an international conference
concerning southeast Asia, which the United States
welcomes.

on March 6 President Nixon wrote to Great pritain and the
goviet Union, as cochairmen of the 1962 Geneva conference
on Laos., asking them to take the spitiative in calling
for consultations among the 14 signatories of the Geneva
agreements with a view to restoring the neutrality of
1,aos , which 1.5 intensely concerned with the Tndochinesé
problem. The President subseguently wrote in the same

vein to all the 1962 Geneva signatories.

We have been in serious negotiation st Paris since May
1968, and we regard paris as the primary opportunity for
the discussion and settlement by negotiation of the
indochinese war. We will continue to be patient and
conciliatory at the conference rable in working for peace.
We have offered tO negotiate all issues with only the one
condition that the future of South viet~Nam be determined
by the people of South Yviet-Nam themselves. The President
has said that we will pursue the path of peace not only at
paris but at vother forums rhat we are presently working
on." He stated at his news conference on May 8:

v . .what we have to do is to go down the diplomatic trail,
and that is why we are exploring with the coviet Union——
with not too much success to date, but we are going to
continue to explore it—with Great Britain, with the asian
countries that are meeting in Djakarta, and through every
possible channel, methods +hrough which the neutrality of
countries like cambodia and Laos: who cannot possibly
defend themselves...is guaranteed without havind the
intervention of foreign forces."

Are the recent air strikes north of the demilitarized zZone
In viet-Nam related toO the operations Tn Cambodia?

Oonly indirectly. to the extent that both are concerned
with the security of our forces. We have made such
attacks when necessary to protect our reconnaissance
flights over North Viet-Nam,which provide essential infor-
mation for the safety of our forces in South viet-Nam.
When we stopped the bombing of North Viet-Nam in November
1968, wWe made it clear that Weé would continue to fly
reconnaissance flights over that area and that if the
enemy attacked them we would respond. our recent responses
have been against & very large complex of surfaceﬂto-air
missile sites——anti—aircraft installations- This does not
represent a new policy.
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