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< A prince is also respected when he is a true friend and a true
enemy; that is, when he declares himself on the side of one
prince against another without any reservation. Such a policy
will always be more useful than that of neutrality; for if two
powerful neighbours of your come blows, they will be of the
type that, when one has emerged victorious, you will either
have cause to fear the victor or you will not. In either of these
two cases, it will always be more useful for you to declare you-
self and fight an open war; for, in the first case, if you do not
declare your intentions, you will always be the prey of the vic-
tor to the delight and satisfaction of the vanquished, and you
will have no reason why anyone would come to your assis-
tance; because whoever wins does not want reluctant allies
who would not assist him in times of adversity; and whoever
loses will not give you refuge since you were unwilling to run
the risk of coming to his aid > 41
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